
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Lent 
Tuesday St. Patrick 

Wednesday Lent 
Thursday St. Joseph 

Friday Lent 
Saturday St. Benedict 

Monday 23rd Lent 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday Annunciation 
Thurs – Sat Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Gertrude Richards; John Alexander; Herman Maier OSB; Edith Newton; William Collinge; Daniel Scott 
Maddocks; Thomas Nicholl; Angela Bull; Urban Bernard OSB; Richard Caunter; Satunina Barber; 

Reginald Simpson; Beatrice May; Amy Vasey; Mary Hewett; Henri Lecourt-Lory; John Farrell;  
Doris McKinlay; Mary Wallace; Mary Vaughan; Emilie Post; Violet Lloyd-Still; Br. Hilarion Mohn; 

Archbishop Francis Grimshaw; Aelred Hewett OSB; Elizabeth Daley; Ann Hood; Betty Gable;  
Maude Stafford; Clare Furnieux; Agnes Hodgson; Christine Sampson; May Grout; Mary Anne Daw; 
Dulcibell Russell; Stanley Allen; Edward Goddard; Edmund Stewart OSB; Dame Bede Wilson OSB; 

Isabel Andrews; Mabel Gardener; Rose Taylor; Arthur Baker; Alfreda Howe;  
Kathleen Furlong; Sr. Mary Kelly;  

 May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Margaret McAvoy Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

Glennie Howlett Sheila Straw 
 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

15th March, 2015 Fourth Sunday of Lent Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.162 
22nd March Fifth Sunday of Lent Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.169 

http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus 
said, ‘Stay here while I pray’ ” (Mk 

14:32) 
 

Stations of the Cross; the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the 

Rosary; Benediction. 
Fridays during Lent at 6 p.m. 

 

20th March Ashburton 
27th March Buckfastleigh 

 
Wherever you live, please come to 
Lent devotions in Our Lady of 
Lourdes and St. Petrock, Ashburton 
this week. 
If you need transport, or can offer it, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Last weekend’s collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £44.87 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £234.49 £25.00 

Second £20.89  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £29.22 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £33.19 £16.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.29 £37.00 

Added value through gift aid  £31.69 
There was also another £10 donated to CAFOD in 
South Brent. 
Teign Valley Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is trying to do something practical to 
help those locally who find themselves in dire financial straights.  As well as running 
advice sessions and producing a newsletter, it is aiming to employ one or more ‘debt 
coaches to give advice on how to get out of debt and how to manage personal finances 
so that debt is avoided.  Copies of their newsletter are available in the churches of the 
parish.  Please take one and find out about this important initiative.  If there is interest 
in the parish, perhaps we could do something to support it. 

It’s back!!      “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
At a church meeting a very wealthy man rose to tell the rest of those present about his Christian 
faith."I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life. I remember 
that turning point in my faith. I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meeting that night. 
The speaker was a missionary who told about his work. I knew that I only had a dollar bill and had to 
either give it all to God's work or nothing at all. So at that moment I decided to give my whole dollar 
to God. I believe that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a rich man today." He finished 
and there was an awed silence at his testimony as he moved toward his seat. As he sat down a little 
old lady sitting in the same pew leaned over and said to him: "I dare you to do it again." 
 

Last year a group from the parish enjoyed a trip to Glastonbury to see the amazing  
Wintershall play of the Life of Jesus.  This year we are wondering if a group would 
like to travel to Wintershall in Surrey to see the full production, of which the 
Glastonbury was a taster. Please let Fr. Francis or Patricia Alcock know asap if you 
would be interested: Admission costs about £18 or £8 for children.  Then there will be 
the travel costs: if 29 people went we could hire a coach for £25 per person.  It would 
involve an early start on Saturday 27th June 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
The Pupil Progress Meetings went well this week. With our extra space, 
parents were able to sit in rather more comfort than previously to look at 
their children’s books before meeting with their teacher. The preparation 
put into the timetable beforehand meant that parents did not have to wait 
too long and the teachers were able to give a fair time to each family 
without worrying that they were getting behind on their appointments. 
Meanwhile, I was able to recruit a few ‘loose ends,’ in the shape of 
children waiting for their parents, to help tidy the library a little. This is a 
job not unlike the painting of the Forth Bridge insofar as you can get most 
sections tidied but no sooner do you put the final book in its correct spot 
than the far corner has been “visited” and the books left topsy turvy once 
more! We have a very well stocked library – almost too well stocked it 
would seem – we have a computerised system which reliably informs me 
that, out of nearly 4,000 books, more than 2,500 have never been issued! 
This makes me think that I ought to be getting a bit ruthless and throwing 
some older books away to allow the children a better view of the newer 
books. This goes against the grain but the lady from the Library Service 
once told me that what I feel are timeless classics do not necessarily 
interest today’s children especially if the front cover has a picture of 70’s 
children in tank tops and flares …. and a book cull would have the added 
benefit of making the Forth Bridge a little shorter! 
Like many schools, we finished the week by supporting Red Nose Day 
and the children and staff were encouraged to wear something red which 
made the school quite an unfamiliar place as we are normally very blue! 
Many of the staff claimed that they only had one red top to wear – it 
seems it is not the colour of choice for many. However, in spite of that, 
we will probably raise more than £90 when all the funds are in. 
  

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
Fourth Sunday of Lent  
The world often ridicules marriage saying ‘it’s 
just a piece of paper’, but Scripture draws 
attention to God’s powerful message. St. Paul 
says: “We are God’s work of art; created in 
Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the 
beginning He had meant us to live it.” Let us 
shine out so the world sees what it’s missing.   
 

For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

Women’s World Day of Prayer. 
Thanks to Angela Muxworthy who worked hard 
on the Service in Ashburton (See photo below): 
JESUS SAID TO THEM:  DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT I HAVE DONE TO YOU? 
Prepared by Christian women of The Bahamas. 
JOY AND FRIENDLINESS were the words that 
sprang to mind as the people of Ashburton 
joined together in  Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 
Petroc Church,  for this year’s Women’s World 
Day of Prayer service. A string of footprints led 
us into church and these were then used to 
record words and phrases to express radical 
love.   Our footprints were full of intentions for 
Christian fellowship, understanding and 
listening to others; to be inclusive and to smile 
with a stranger.  Did you see the toes in the 
painting especially commissioned for the 
occasion to be used as the poster for the day?   
Our service was followed by a traditional Cream 
Tea; well, we are in Devon. Over 30 people 
collected in the church for this colourful and 
inspirational service, and I for one can still hear 
in my head the tune “Do you know what I have 
done to You?”  
 
And thanks, too, to Mary Waterman, who did the 
same service in South Brent: 
The Church was full, including a family from 
Zimbabwe who were just passing by. The 
Bahamas makes one think of sun, sea and 
sand, but there is also poverty, poor conditions 
and a lack of medical care for the poorest. The 
service was well written with music, prayers and 
community involvement. The theme of 
‘footsteps’ and the lovely song written just for the 
service that talked about Jesus  washing the feet 
of the disciples with the words – ‘as your 
Teacher and Your Lord, I your weary feet have 
washed, do to others just as I have done to you’ 
The collection collected £116.50; thank you to 
all who worked towards such a successful 
Service. 
 

Many thanks to Sue Batey who provides this account of the recent 
Parish Pilgrimage: 
This was to be my third pilgrimage to Rome in as many years, and I 
had found myself wondering prior to our departure, whether it could 
possibly be as special this time.  My doubts were completely 
unfounded!  This was also to be part of my daughter’s journey to her 
reception into the Church at Easter. 
From start to finish, this year’s pilgrimage was full of hidden delights 
and splendour, from the privilege of entering the Apostolic Palace to 
meet the newly appointed Cardinals to celebrating Mass in the more 
humble surrounding of San Lazarro in Borgo, which contained the most 
beautiful statue of Our Lady and a very obliging Sacristan.   
Despite the stark contrast between the grandeur of the major basilicas 
and the smaller churches we visited, it was heart-warming to witness 
how accommodating and welcoming everyone was.  This was again 
demonstrated during our visit to San Benedetto, where one of the 
Heralds treated us to a history of the church and allowed us to 
photograph the stunning depiction of the Madonna.  My particular 
favourite was Santa Cecilia in Trastevere, where we met Dame 
Margaret Truran OSB, who showed us round and described the 
martyrdom of Saint Cecilia, beautifully depicted by Maderno’s 
sculpture, which I found extremely moving. 
There were far too many highlights for me to do justice to in these few 
words, such as seeing the Holy Father in St. Peter’s Square and Jess 
receiving the Ashes on Ash Wednesday at the Venerable English 
College, but suffice to say I feel blessed to have been a part of this 
pilgrimage, with friends old and new, and I thank Father Francis for 
once again putting together such a wonderful itinerary. 
         

   


