
  
 
 

 
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Holy Week 
Tuesday Holy Week 

Wednesday Holy Week 
Thursday Maundy Thursday 

Friday Good Friday 
Saturday Holy Saturday 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Olive Michelmore; Walter Green; Audrey Harrison;  Nanine Herring-Mason; Mary McElroy; 
Theresa Murray; Mgr. Canon Hall; Desmond Mutton; Brian Straw; Br. Thomas Smith;  
Br Meinrad Vornweg; Ada Grute; Margaret Murray; Frances Compton; Beatrice Andoe;  

Dom Francis McCarthy; Dom Aidan Conlon;   
May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Margaret McAvoy Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

Glennie Howlett Sheila Straw 
 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 
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Collections 14/15 March 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £38.57 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £266.34 £30.00 

Second £21.14  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £24.80 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.60 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £40.33 £42.00 

Added value through gift aid   £34.19 
 

 

Collections 21/22 March 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £72.42 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £348.00 £35.00 

Second £25.11  
Buckfastleigh Sat. 5 pm £20.90 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.71 £16.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.80 £39.50 

Added value through gift aid   £31.07 
 

The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation/ Confession 

Please remember that the 
Sacraments are not normally 
celebrated from the evening of 
Maundy Thursday until the 
Easter Vigil.  So this week there 
 

Services for the Paschal Triduum  
The Church recommends that the liturgy of Holy Week is celebrated in the parish church 
with the participation of the whole parish.   
Please contact Fr. Francis if you would like, or can offer, transport to any of the Services in 
the Abbey which are listed below: 
 

Thursday 2nd April at 6 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper The celebration of the Last Supper, at which the Lord Jesus gave us His Body in the Eucharist. This Mass ends with a procession taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose.  From then until Midnight the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open for adoration.  The Church encourages all the faithful to spend some time in silent prayer with the Lord during this evening. 
During Mass on Thursday evening the Abbot will wash the feet of some men to symbolise 
Christ’s washing of the feet of the apostles.  If you would be willing to take part in this 
ceremony, please contact Fr. Francis  
 

Friday 3rd April at 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion We mark by this solemn liturgy the moment when our Lord Jesus died to save us.  
Saturday 4th April at 9 p.m. The Easter Vigil With a celebration of the Light of the World and the history of salvation, we come together to that moment of rejoicing, when Jesus, the Son of God, was raised by His Father to glory, giving us reason to hope for eternal joy.  This year the joy of this night is even greater as we support Jessica Batey who will be received into the Church during the Vigil. Come and stand with her, as her faith and hope in the Church established by Jesus to bring us to salvation renews our own joy at being members of the Fold of the Good Shepherd. 

 

This Sunday there will 
be a second collection to 
buy flowers for Easter 

  
 

In case you’re confused: This week there’s no Mass in Ashburton on 
Wednesday, in the Abbey or Buckfastleigh on Thursday or in the Abbey or 
Ashburton on Friday.  The only Mass on Holy Saturday is the Easter Vigil in 
the Abbey. 
 

Bishop Mark will celebrate the 
Chrism Mass in the Cathedral this 
Wednesday at 12 noon.  This 
important moment each year is 
when we celebrate Mass as a 
diocese gathered round our 
Bishop as he blesses the 
sacramental oils for use during the 
next year. So it is good if each 
parish can be represented.  No 
Mass in Ashburton on 
Wednesday. If you would like to 
attend the Chrism Mass with Fr. 
Francis please contact him so that 
he can arrange to take you there 
and back. 

will be these extra opportunities for Confession: Fr. Christopher will be available in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
at 5:30 p.m. for about half an hour on Tuesday and Fr. Dominic will do the same on Wednesday.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
All too soon, we have reached the Easter holidays!  This past week has 
been very busy with the children preparing for Easter :-  Liturgy on 
Tuesday with Fr Christopher;  Stations of the Cross on Wednesday; on 
Thursday we had an Easter bonnet parade which was judged by Alison 
from the Abbey Education Department and their new member of staff, 
Holly; on Friday Burrator re-enacted from Palm Sunday to Easter with 
items they found the school – a fluffy Eeyore from Venford had to stand 
in as the donkey but there was a real crown of thorns and several rocks 
for the cave door.  Added to that, Fernworthy invited the parents in to 
celebrate the work they had been doing on the Romans and performed 
a re-enactment of a Roman – Celt battle. The Romans even had to follow 
commands in Latin and walk together in a battle formation which is 
probably easier said than done! 
The week before that, all the children were lucky enough to go to the 
Abbey and take part in a treasure hunt. One of the children described it 
as follows:-  “This was a very ingenious idea as you didn’t get given 
chocolate, but you had to do interesting activities that made you think 
more about what Easter actually is. The activities were things to show 
your friendship with others in your group. There were very nice comments 
given such as “you’re my friend because, if I fall over you help me up off 
the ground and then you take me to the teachers!” Overall, we did seven 
wonderful activities.”  Also last week, the children were lucky enough to 
watch the partial eclipse. We had purchased special solar filters to protect 
the children (as you can see from the photo it was all very SciFi!).  

The gasps of amazement from 
the children were great to hear, 
I am sure they will remember 
the experience for many years 
to come – particularly as some 
schools would not let their 
children outside for fear of 
damage to their eyes.   All in all, 
a good but busy couple of 
weeks. Next stop - summer!  

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
 

Palm Sunday 
Today is all we have 
Today let us reflect on what is really important 
in our marriages. In this day and age the cost of 
living can create anxieties and tensions about 
making ends meet.  So today, let’s hold hands, 
look at each other, and celebrate our love, which 
joins us together as a ‘sign’ of God’s love for 
everyone. 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

Teign Valley Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is trying to do something 
practical to help those locally who find themselves in dire financial 
straights.  As well as running advice sessions and producing a 
newsletter, it is aiming to employ one or more ‘debt coaches to give 
advice on how to get out of debt and how to manage personal finances 
so that debt is avoided.  Copies of their newsletter are available in the 
churches of the parish.  Please take one and find out about this important 
initiative.  If there is interest in the parish, perhaps we could do something 
to support it. 

 “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 
“I never go to church," boasted a wandering member. 
"Perhaps you have noticed that, pastor?"  
"Yes, I have noticed that," said the pastor.  
"Well, the reason I don't go is because there are so 
many hypocrites there."  
"Oh, don't let that keep you away," replied the pastor 
with a smile. "There's always room for one more." 
 
 

The Retrouvaille programme is a lifeline for 
married couples facing difficulties or crises in their 
married life.  It has offered hope and help to 
hundreds of couples looking to renew and heal 
their marriages.  The organisers in this country 
have kindly arranged a weekend for couples in 
the Diocese to run from 12th -14th June 2015 in 
Exeter.  For more information please call 07887 
296983 in confidence or email 
info@retrouvaille.org.uk.  More information on the 
Retrouvaille programme can be found at 
www.retrouvaille.co.uk.   

Last year a group from the parish enjoyed a trip to Glastonbury 
to see the amazing  Wintershall play of the Life of Jesus.  This 
year we are wondering if a group would like to travel to 
Wintershall in Surrey to see the full production, of which 
Glastonbury was a taster. Please let Fr. Francis or Patricia 
Alcock know asap if you would be  
interested: Admission costs  
about £18 or £8 for children.  Then  
there will be the travel costs: if 29  
people went we could hire a coach for  
£25 per person. It would involve an 
early start on Saturday 27th June 

The Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) are 
looking for a new Trustee Director to fill a vacancy 
which has arisen as a result of retirement.  We 
are a registered charity.  We provide aid to 
families in need and alleviate child poverty, avoid 
neglect or abuse and prevent homelessness and 
support the provision of a good quality of family 
life. 
The Board meets at least four times a year and 
Directors take an active role in the Society.  They 
are voluntary and unpaid, though reasonable 
travel expenses may be claimed.   
More information from Heather Rothwell on 
01364 645420. 

 

 

Masses on Easter Sunday morning in this parish: 
9 a.m. South Brent 10:30 a.m. Ashburton 
9 a.m. Abbey  10:30 a.m. Abbey 
 

 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s) Theme: Discerning 
God's Call in my life. Dates: 22nd - 24th May 2015. Location: Broadstairs, 
Kent.The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of 
Jesus (FCJ). 
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different aspects of vowed 
life, and time for prayer, reflection and discussion with other young 
women who are also considering a vocation to religious life.  It's an 
opportunity to live community life for a weekend and meet some sisters!  
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcj at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or 
visit our website www.fcjsisters.org  
  


