
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- 
Saturday Easter Octave 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Marie Gordon; Harry Hunt; Jane Simpson; Mother Joseph Magdalen; Thomas Dowling; Jane 
Parsons; Sydney Goulding; Jane Young; Stanley Hird; Clare Hodge; Mary Le Hunte Ward; 

Angela Carey; Dorothea Marriott; Norma  Small; Mary Moll; Pamela Daly; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

5th April, 2015 The Resurrection of the Lord Eucharistic Prayer: I Readings p. 251 
 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd 
Abbey 9 a.m. £63.00 £15.00 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £289.51 £385.00 £51.10 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £21.00 £17.85 £31.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.00 £36.92 £10.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.00 £30.00 £39.00 

   £121.19   
The second collection was for Easter Flowers 

On Monday and Tuesday this week 
the Mass which normally begins at 8 
a.m. in the Abbey will begin at 9 a.m. 

 

 
“He is not here, for 
he has risen, as he 

said he would” The Abbey’s Education Department will be running drop 
in sessions for children to make some Easter art in the 
Education Centre on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays throughout the Easter holidays. Children 
need to be accompanied by an adult but can stay as 
long as they want and everything they make they can 
take home. More info: 01364 645517 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Margaret McAvoy Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

Glennie Howlett Sheila Straw 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Last year a group from the parish enjoyed a trip to 
Glastonbury to see the amazing  Wintershall play 
of the Life of Jesus.  This year we are wondering 
if a group would like to travel to Wintershall in 
Surrey to see the full production, of which 
Glastonbury was a taster. Please let Fr. Francis or 
Patricia Alcock know asap if you would be 
interested: Admission costs about £18 or £8 for 
children.  Then  
there will be the travel  
costs: if 29 people went  
we could hire a coach for 
£25 per person. It would  
involve an early start on  
Saturday 27th June  

The picture shows 
Polish young people at 
World Youth Day in Rio 
last year celebrating 
the announcement that 
the next one will be 
held in Krakow in 2016.  
Plymouth  

Diocese is teaming up with Clifton to form a joint pilgrimage to 
this event, which promises to be spiritual, joyous and breath-
taking.  Young people who will be 16 or over by July 2016 are 
invited to register your interest at 
 http://wyd2016.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/ and also let Fr. 
Francis know.  Perhaps we could ask our generous parishioners 
to help one or two young people with the cost of attending this 
life-changing event? 

 

Proclaim ’15: Building Missionary Parishes, is the name of a new initiative by the Bishops’ Conference to support the 
development of parish evangelisation.  It includes: the provision of free resources; the organisation of a National Catholic 
Evangelisation Conference in Birmingham on 11th July; the publication of new evangelisation resources as a fruit of the 
National Conference to equip local evangelisers.  Please do get involved in what is a significant new step in the service of 
the proclamation of the Gospel in our area.  More information will be available over the coming months: 
www.catholicnews.org.uk/proclaim 15; catholicew#proclaim15; www.facebook.com/cbcew; proclaim15@cbcew.org.uk 
Diocesan contact: David.wells@prcdtr.org.uk 01364 645390 

Joint Services HHG pilgrimage dates 14-22 May 2015 taking disabled veterans to Lourdes. The group has spaces for 2 
pilgrims. As always the group joins the International Military Pilgrimage. The cost is the same as the diocese pilgrimage. If 
you are interested in joining us please telephone Richard Tipping 01752 787697 or e-mail Richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk. 

I’m sure I speak for the whole parish as I 
congratulate Jessica Batey on her Reception 
into the Full Communion of the Catholic 
Church at the Paschal Vigil last night. We 
thank her for her witness to the New Life of 
Jesus Christ and offer her our prayers and 
friendship as we walk together along the 
pilgrim road to union in the love of God.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Truths children learn: 1) No matter how hard you try, you 
can't baptize cats. 2) When your mom is mad at your dad, 
don't let her brush your hair.  3) If your sister hits you, don't 
hit her back. They always catch the second person. 4) 
Never ask your 3-year old brother to hold a tomato. 5) You 
can't trust dogs to watch your food. 6) Reading what people 
write on desks can teach you a lot. 7) Don't sneeze when 
someone is cutting your hair. 8) Puppies still have bad 
breath even after eating a tic tac. 9) School lunches stick to 
the wall. 10) You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of 
milk. 11) Don't wear polka-dot underwear under white 
shorts. 12) The best place to be when you are sad is on 
Grandma's lap. 
 

SPUC Pro-Life Chains 
Every year we give silent witness to the millions of babies 
killed by abortion.We stand at the side of major roads 
holding placards which bring home the reality of abortion. 
Please join us on Saturday 25th April at Exeter Street, 
Plymouth (near Dunelm Mill.) We will be there from 11 am 
to 1 pm. Chris Hudson 01752 224018 

This year is the 30th Anniversary of the Abbey’s Education 
Department. To celebrate we will be running a three day 
Christian Storytelling Festival from 2nd- 4th July. This is a 
very special one off event and we think the first of its kind 
in the country. Because of this we have been able to attract 
some of the best storytellers and theatre companies from 
far and wide.  
Thursday and Friday will be for schools and Saturday 4th 
July will be a festival day for families and general visitors. It 
should be really marvellous spectacle of storytelling, theatre 
and puppetry. There will be something for all ages.  
We are particularly excited to welcome as our ‘star guest’ 
the superb Bob Hartman who is coming over from America. 
If you have never seen Bob perform then you have missed 
a treat. He really is one of the world’s great storytellers. 
 
There are two extra events which are part of the Festival 
and which require separate tickets: 
Thursday 2nd July – ‘The Man who found Perfect Joy’ a 
performance by Mark Bedford of stories from the life of St 
Francis of Assisi. This is a performance for adults. The 
ticket price includes a glass of wine or soft drink. Drinks 
7.30pm, performance 8.00pm in the Schiller Hall, St 
Cuthberts. 
Saturday 4th July – ‘Let’s put on a Show’ – an interactive 
workshop for children’s workers, Sunday School leaders 
etc. who would like to get involved with storytelling. For 
more information please see: 
 http://www.buckfast.org.uk/storytelling-festival_255.html  
All tickets are available from the Abbey Bookshop or by 
calling 01364 645506 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
When the children return after Easter, it will be to new topics 
again. Venford will be learning about materials and homes 
under the title "Who lives here?" This is when it is very 
useful to be just across the road from something more 
unusual than a housing estate. In the past, the children 
have been able to come and study the Abbey and its 
architecture and spend time drawing what they can see. Not 
to mention being able to talk to the monks who live in a 
building with such an interesting history - it definitely beats 
your average two up two down and makes a great contrast 
to the construction of their own homes which they will also 
learn about. 
The children in Fernworthy are studying "Producers, 
predators and prey" which, whatever way you look at it, is 
likely to be a meaty topic! They are hoping to go to Dartmoor 
Zoo to see some more exotic animals and learn about food 
chains, the effects of change and animal diets. Their 
classroom is already awash with books about animals to 
help them with their research. 
Lastly, the children in Burrator will be studying the Ancient 
Greeks and how they have influenced present day Britain. 
When I know what that involves I will tell you more although 
I have seen hieroglyphics appearing on the walls of their 
classroom. By the time they return after Easter the 
children's classrooms will be full of useful displays ready to 
help them learn. 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:   
 

Easter Sunday  
A sign of new life 
Today we celebrate the resurrection and new life in the 
Lord. In our marriage we too rise to new life when we put 
each other first in all we do and say.  Let us live openly, 
honestly and truthfully so that we become a ‘sign’ to our 
families that Jesus is alive in our married love. 
For information about the authors and other resources: 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

The Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) are looking for 
a new Trustee Director to fill a vacancy which has arisen as 
a result of retirement.  We are a registered charity.  We 
provide aid to families in need and alleviate child poverty, 
avoid neglect or abuse and prevent homelessness and 
support the provision of a good quality of family life. 
The Board meets at least four times a year and Directors 
take an active role in the Society.  They are voluntary and 
unpaid, though reasonable travel expenses may be 
claimed.   
More information from Heather Rothwell on 01364 645420. 

 

The Retrouvaille programme is a lifeline for married 
couples facing difficulties or crises in their married life.  It 
has offered hope and help to hundreds of couples looking 
to renew and heal their marriages.  The organisers in this 
country have kindly arranged a weekend for couples in the 
Diocese to run from 12th -14th June 2015 in Exeter.  For 
more information please call 07887 296983 in confidence 
or email info@retrouvaille.org.uk.  More information on the 
Retrouvaille programme can be found at 
www.retrouvaille.co.uk.   
         

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s) 
Theme: Discerning God's Call in my life. Dates: 22nd - 24th 
May 2015. Location: Broadstairs, Kent.The weekend is 
organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus 
(FCJ). 
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different aspects 
of vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and 
discussion with other young women who are also 
considering a vocation to religious life.  It's an opportunity 
to live community life for a weekend and meet some sisters!  
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcj 
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our 
website www.fcjsisters.org  
  


