
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday St. Anselm 

Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday St. George 

Friday Eastertide 
Saturday St. Mark 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Grace Gillespie; Margaret Cousins; Frances Betts; Cybil Auckland; Archibald Leitch; Wilfred 
Ford; Emily Davis; Joseph Beard; Robert O’Shea;  Greta Strachan; Mary Stancombe; Janet 

Dooner; Kathleen Hinkley; Annie Smith; Larry Sumner;  
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

19th April, 2015 Third Sunday of Easter Eucharistic Prayer: III Readings p. 258 
 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £43.70 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £187.72 £5.00 

Second £27.88  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £34.20 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £43.90 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.59 £65.30 

   £32.52 
 

 

This year is the 30th Anniversary of the Abbey’s Education Department. To 
celebrate we will be running a three day Christian Storytelling Festival from 2nd- 
4th July. For more information please see: http://www.buckfast.org.uk/storytelling-
festival_255.html All tickets are available from the Abbey Bookshop or by calling 
01364 645506 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

Glennie Howlett  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

 

Today is your last chance to 
register your interest in joining the 
group going to see the amazing  
Wintershall play of the Life of 
Jesus.  Please let Fr. Francis or 
Patricia Alcock know. Admission 
costs about £18 or £8 for 
children.  Then there will be the 
travel costs. It would involve an 
early start on Saturday 27th June 

The Man who found Perfect Joy 
A performance by Mark Bedford of 
stories from the life of St Francis of 
Assisi. This is a performance most 
suitable for adults. The ticket price 
includes a glass of wine or soft drink.  
Thursday 2nd July. Drinks 7.30pm, performance 
8.00pm in the Schiller Hall, Buckfast Abbey. Tickets 
from bookshop or 01364 645506 

 
http://worldyouthday.com/krakow-2016  
Young parishioners who will be 16 or 
over by July 2016 are invited to register 
your interest at http://wyd2016.plymouth-
diocese.org.uk/ and also let Fr. Francis 
know.   

Who are these 
people? 

 
You are cordially invited to find out 
more about the Christians of the Middle 
East on Wednesday evenings from 
7:30 in the Violet Evelyn Hall:  
 
22nd April Patrick Nuttgens: “The 
Founding of the Christian Church in the 
Middle East”.  Douglas Newton: “The 
Church in Palestine Today” 
 
29th April: Fr. Polykarpos El-Samueily: 
“The Coptic Church in Egypt; Origins 
and Contemporary Experience” 
 
6th May: Deborah Fisher: “The 
Christian Church in Ethiopia”.  Patrick 
Nuttgens: “Anecdotes: the life of 
ordinary Christians in the Middle East 
today” 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Adam said, "Lord, when I was in the garden, you walked 
with me every day. Now I do not see you anymore. I am 
lonesome here and it is difficult for me to remember how 
much you love me."  And God said, "No problem! I will 
create a companion for you that will be with you forever 
and who will be a reflection of my love for you, so that 
you will love me even when you cannot see me. 
Regardless of how selfish or childish or unlovable you 
may be, this new companion will accept you as you are 
and will love you as I do, in spite of yourself."  
And God created a new animal to be a companion for 
Adam. And it was a good animal. And God was pleased. 
And the new animal was pleased to be with Adam and 
he wagged his tail. And Adam said, "Lord, I have already 
named all the animals in the Kingdom and I cannot think 
of a name for this new animal." And God said, "No 
problem! Because I have created this new animal to be 
a reflection of my love for you, his name will be a 
reflection of my own name, and you will call him DOG."  
And Dog lived with Adam and was a companion to him 
and loved him. And Adam was comforted. And God was 
pleased. And Dog was content and wagged his tail. After 
a while, it came to pass that Adam's guardian angel 
came to the Lord and said, "Lord, Adam has become 
filled with pride. He struts and preens like a peacock and 
he believes he is worthy of adoration. Dog has indeed 
taught him that he is loved, but perhaps too well." And 
the Lord said, "No problem! I will create for him a 
companion who will be with him forever and who will see 
him as he is. The companion will remind him of his 
limitations, so he will know that he is not always worthy 
of adoration."  
And God created CAT to be a companion to Adam. And 
Cat would not obey Adam. And when Adam gazed into 
Cat's eyes, he was reminded that he was not the 
supreme being. And Adam learned humility. And God 
was pleased. And Adam was greatly improved. And Dog 
was happy. And Cat didn't give a hoot one way or the 
other. 

 

SPUC Pro-Life Chains 
Every year we give silent witness to the millions of babies 
killed by abortion.We stand at the side of major roads 
holding placards which bring home the reality of abortion. 
Please join us on Saturday 25th April at Exeter Street, 
Plymouth (near Dunelm Mill.) We will be there from 11 am 
to 1 pm. Chris Hudson 01752 224018 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:   
Third Sunday of Easter  
Let peace reign in our hearts 
There are times in life, as couples, when the demands of 
work, concerns about money and care of the children can 
seem overwhelming. In times like these let’s acknowledge 
each other, take time out to clarify the issues and remind 
ourselves of the words of Jesus to the Apostles when they 
thought it was all over, “Peace be with you!” 
 

For information about the authors and other resources: 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

The Retrouvaille programme is a lifeline for married 
couples facing difficulties or crises in their married life.  It 
has offered hope and help to hundreds of couples looking 
to renew and heal their marriages.   
Weekend for couples in the Diocese to run from 12th -14th 
June 2015 in Exeter.   
For more information please call 07887 296983 in 
confidence or email info@retrouvaille.org.uk.  More 
information on the Retrouvaille programme can be found 
at www.retrouvaille.co.uk.   
         

Proclaim ’15: Building Missionary Parishes, is the name of 
a new initiative by the Bishops’ Conference to support the 
development of parish evangelisation.  It includes: the 
provision of free resources; the organisation of a National 
Catholic Evangelisation Conference in Birmingham on 11th 
July; the publication of new evangelisation resources as a 
fruit of the National Conference to equip local 
evangelisers.  Please do get involved in what is a 
significant new step in the service of the proclamation of 
the Gospel in our area.  More information will be available 
over the coming months: www.catholicnews.org.uk/proclaim 15; 
catholicew#proclaim15; www.facebook.com/cbcew; 
proclaim15@cbcew.org.uk Diocesan contact: 
David.wells@prcdtr.org.uk 01364 645390 

Called 2 Serve                
Applications are now being taken for places at the Plymouth 
Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps to be held at 
Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey.  Camp details and 
application forms can be obtained from your parish priest or 
online at www.pdsummercamps.org.uk .  Places will be 
allocated from 1st May, so prompt applications are 
advisable. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
I thought now would be as good a time as any, as it is a 
while since I have mentioned it, to update you on the state 
of the school buildings and news of those “finishing 
touches” we’ve been waiting for. 
Alas, the hall roof is still awaiting the greenery to finish it off. 
However, the end is in sight as Aaron, head of the Garden 
Department at the Abbey, has already scheduled the work 
for half term when plug plants will at last adorn the roof. My 
“green” roof meanwhile is now a variety of colours - the 
green bits are the weeds, the brown bits are last year’s dead 
plants and moss and the pinky red areas appear to be the 
little sedum plants which are doing their best to get 
established but are by no means winning - yet! 
Inside the hall, the sinks now empty after the fifth plumber 
came and put in new plug holes and we can get sound out 
of the clever telly which has improved assemblies no end! 
Elsewhere though, some windows still can’t be opened and, 
in some cases in the main school, are tied shut with string. 
The main battle, however, is to keep everything looking well 
cared for and fresh. This week with the arrival of a little 
sunshine has come the need for copious amounts of suntan 
lotion which not only sticks to children but also transfers to 
all the glass panels on the stairs and the windows! These 
can at least be cleaned easily but I have to admit to doing 
a bit of muttering when seeing small boys sliding along the 
walls as only small boys can or  
bouncing from side to side of the  
corridor leaving a small but perfectly  
formed hand print on each wall as  
they went. I fear I may be the only  
person hoping for cloudy weather for  
at least the next five weeks (until  
half term)! 
 

 


