
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday St. Catherine of Siena 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday St. Joseph the Worker 
Saturday St. Athanasius 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Clare Lindsay; Isabel Thomson;  John Gilroy; Patrick Stuart; Evan Tredegar; Dom Richard 
Dillenz; Ernest Long; Edward Le Hunte Ward; William Macmullen; Francis Gomet; Alastair 

Stuart; Dom Alban Lavery; Joseph Moll; Fr. Eugene Reynolds; Robert Fox; George Crook; 
Greta Tench; Joy Nunn; Samuel Sproston; Dom John Stephan; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £59.75 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £184.09 £25.00 

Second £24.75  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £32.80 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £48.30 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.75 £50.00 

   £33.69 
 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 

Glennie Howlett  
 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Who are these 
people? 

You are cordially invited to find out 
more about the Christians of the Middle 
East on Wednesday evenings from 
7:30 in the Violet Evelyn Hall:  
 

29th April: Fr. Polykarpos El-Samueily: 
“The Coptic Church in Egypt; Origins 
and Contemporary Experience” 

 
 

6th May: Deborah Fisher: “The 
Christian Church in Ethiopia”.  Patrick 
Nuttgens: “Anecdotes: the life of 
ordinary Christians in the Middle East 
today” 

A Message from Jessica Batey: 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in the Parish – particularly 
those who worship at St. Benedict’s Church in Buckfastleigh or the Abbey – for 
their kind words and continued support in the days and weeks leading up to my 
Reception into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. I have been incredibly 
overwhelmed by the plethora of cards and congratulatory words I have received 
during this time and feel very lucky to have made this journey amongst so many 
friends, including lots of new ones!  

Special thanks to Father Francis and 
Angela Mollet, who have both been 
with me every step of the way offering 
support, guidance and answers to all 
of my (sometimes silly!) questions. 
Beginning in September with my 
RCIA classes and culminating at the 
Easter Vigil, this experience has been 
truly wonderful. I look forward to now 
continuing my journey of faith 
alongside all of you…thank you 
everyone! Jessica  

 “In baptism, we are all called to holiness of life.   A vocation to priesthood or religious life is a call to a radical form of 
discipleship that aspires to follow Jesus' teachings and example ever more closely.  
I ask you to join me in storming heaven with our prayers for these vocations.  The vital link between the Eucharist and the 
priesthood is clear, so Eucharistic adoration especially is a wonderful form of prayer for vocations.  I would ask that a 
conscious effort is made to emphasize prayer for vocations as an important element in the Eucharistic adoration and Holy 
Hours that take place throughout the Diocese.  The Curé of Ars, St John Vianney, once said: "If we truly understood the 
priesthood, we would die, not of fear, but of love." May we discover this great truth each day in grateful adoration before 
our Eucharistic Lord. 
I ask you to pray in thanksgiving for our priests.  We thank God, too, for the gift of our seminarians.  As we continue to keep 
them in our prayers, we pray also that many others will be open to hearing Christ’s call in their lives and especially that 
many will be willing to offer themselves for the priesthood in our diocese. 
Also today, I am asking you to take home the leaflet available in the churches.  This explains the need we have to provide 
for our seminarians, now and into the future.  Please read it carefully and in prayer.  Any help you are able to offer will aid 
one of these young men towards priesthood.”   
 

In his Pastoral Letter this 
weekend, Bishop Mark 
writes: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

There's a dropout named Bobby and a super 
genius named Greg sitting on a bench 
waiting on a bus. The genius gets bored, 
leans over to the dropout and says, "Hey, I'll 
tell you what, I'll ask you a question and if you 
don't know the answer you have to give me 
five bucks. If you ask me a question and I 
don't know the answer I have to give you 50 
bucks." The dropout says, "Alright, man." The 
genius asks the dropout, "What is the 
Pythagorian Theory?" The dropout replies, "I 
don't know." and hands the genius five 
bucks. "Okay," the dropout says, "What has 
three legs going up a hill and four legs going 
down?" The genius thinks real hard and 
finally gives up. He hands the dropout 50 
bucks then asks, "So, what is the answer?" 
The dropout says, "I don't know." and hands 
the genius five bucks. 
  

This year is the 30th Anniversary of the Abbey’s Education 
Department. To celebrate we will be running a three day 
Christian Storytelling Festival from 2nd- 4th July. For more 
information please see: 
http://www.buckfast.org.uk/storytelling-festival_255.html 
All tickets are available from the Abbey Bookshop or by 
calling 01364 645506 

 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:   
Fourth Sunday of Easter  
We lay down our lives, we go beyond… 

Couples can relate to the notion of ‘shepherding’ with 
regards to their children: “I know my own and my own know 
me”. Even in crowds, our children will recognise our voices 
and we theirs. Also, just as Jesus spoke today of ‘laying 
down His life’, when marrying, we made a solemn vow to 
lay down our lives for one another. 

For information about the authors and other resources: 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

The Retrouvaille programme is a lifeline for married couples facing 
difficulties or crises in their married life.  It has offered hope and help to 
hundreds of couples looking to renew and heal their marriages.   
Weekend for couples in the Diocese to run from 12th -14th June 2015 in 
Exeter.  For more information please call 07887 296983 in confidence 
or email info@retrouvaille.org.uk.  More information on the Retrouvaille 
programme can be found at www.retrouvaille.co.uk.   
         

The Man who found Perfect Joy 
A performance by Mark Bedford of 
stories from the life of St Francis of 
Assisi. This is a performance most 
suitable for adults. The ticket price 
includes a glass of wine or soft drink.  
Thursday 2nd July. Drinks 7.30pm, performance 8.00pm in 
the Schiller Hall, Buckfast Abbey. Tickets from bookshop or 
01364 645506 

 
http://worldyouthday.com/krakow-2016 Young 
parishioners who will be 16 or over by July 2016 are 
invited to register your interest at http://wyd2016.plymouth-
diocese.org.uk/ and also let Fr. Francis know.   

Proclaim ’15: Building Missionary Parishes, is the name of a new 
initiative by the Bishops’ Conference to support the development of 
parish evangelisation.  It includes: the provision of free resources; the 
organisation of a National Catholic Evangelisation Conference in 
Birmingham on 11th July; the publication of new evangelisation 
resources as a fruit of the National Conference to equip local 
evangelisers.  Please do get involved in what is a significant new step 
in the service of the proclamation of the Gospel in our area.  More 
information will be available over the coming months: 
www.catholicnews.org.uk/proclaim 15; 
catholicew#proclaim15;  
www.facebook.com/cbcew; proclaim15@cbcew.org.uk  
Diocesan contact: David.wells@prcdtr.org.uk 01364 645390 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
More building has been taking place in school this week but, 
alas, not to the hall. The children in Venford have been 
listening to the story about the three little pigs as part of their 
topic on “Who lives here?” and they have been building their 
own pig houses out of straw and sticks. They spent a very 
enjoyable afternoon on the field in the sunshine, working 
together in groups, and created some very nice pig abodes 
- complete with floral decoration (daisies) and some nice 
finishing touches (extra grass on the floor). At this point I 
must point out that they were not full size so possibly the 
speed of completion should not be compared to that of the 
hall. Anyway, three out of the four were still standing the 
next morning so the experiment was considered a great 
success! 

 
Fernworthy and Burrator have also been building. As part 
of their outdoor education, they have been nest building in 
the woodland area. I have to confess, I do not know the 
detail of why or how. My only additional bit of knowledge is 
that they must have been for humans as I was told one of 
the children had scratched their legs when walking in a 
circle to flatten the ground for their nest. If I find out more, 
you’ll be the first to know! 
Meanwhile those pesky SATs tests are approaching and I 
am sure that our year 6 children will be very glad to get them 
over and then enjoy their last few weeks at St Mary’s.  
They have been working very hard  
to prepare for them and their  
confidence is high that they will  
successfully be able to do their 
 best when the time comes –  
two weeks on Monday  
and counting! 
  


