
  
 
 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and Chapels of Ease 
Confessions: Abbey Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Ss. Dunstan, Ethelwold 

& Oswald 
Wed - Sat Eastertide 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Hugh Bullard; Richard Rymer Cooper; Maria Vetter; Eva Witt; Mary Roberts; Mary Stuart; 
Louisa Ash; Elizabeth Bodenham; Joseph Healey; Maurice Turner; Francis Puddicombe; 

Kathleen Ferrero; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
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 3/5/15 10/5/15  CAFOD Nepal Appeal 
 1st Gift Aided 1st Gift Aided   
Abbey 9 a.m. £69.50 £15.00 £47.90 £10.00   
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £295.50 £5.50 £203.07 £20.00 £22.50  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £52.20 £23.85 £13.00 £22.85  £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £39.22 £21.92 £13.00 £13.92 £138.81  
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.77 £44.00 £16.40 £43.00 £53.00 £10.00 

   £27.57   £27.44  £7.50 

 
 

 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Glennie Howlett Pat Hedges 
Alan Hitchcock Mike Ashton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Commencing on Pentecost Sunday, 24th 
May, for eight days the Diocese is 
offering a series of reflections on ‘The 
Holy Spirit and You’; On the first day, 
Bishop Mark speaks about the meaning 
of Pentecost.  On the following six days 
you can listen to young people give 
witness to the power of the Holy Spirit 
working in their lives.   
The series concludes with Fr. Jonathan 
Bielawski talking to us about the 
influence of the Spirit in his life and 
ministry.  The clips are each six minutes 
long.   

Please go to the diocesan website www.plymouth–diocese.org.uk 
and click on “The Holy Spirit and You”. More info from Debbie 
Beech 01364 645393 or Debbie.beech@prcdtr.org.uk    

 
World Communications Day is celebrated today, 
Ascension Sunday. The theme is Communicating the 
Family: A Privileged Place of Encounter with the Gift of 
Love. On this day we are encouraged to pray for 
communications professionals, especially those who 
work in the media. 
 
Please support the Catholic Communications Network. 
The CCN provides support for the bishops of England 
and Wales and the Church more widely in promoting the 
Gospel through the media on current issues.The office 
is the central point for media enquiries and plays a key 
role in developing the public profile of theChurch. 
 
It is possible to donate online at: 
www.catholicnews.org.uk/donations 
 
Some commemorative prayer cards for this day have 
been printed and are available to take away. 
Please support the CCN through your prayers and 
generosity. 

We are blessed to have a number of children preparing to receive 
their First Holy Communion.  This will happen on the Feast of 
Corpus Christi, Sunday 7th June in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel of the Abbey.  Advance Warning:    As happened when 
we did this a couple of years ago, the Mass will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
and will replace the one that usually begins at 9 a.m. on Sundays 
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

At present there is no need to have Masses during 
the week at St. Benedict’s Buckfastleigh, so those 
scheduled for Mondays and Thursdays are 
suspended for the time being.  From this week 
there will be Mass on Thursdays at 9:15 a.m. at St. 
Dunstan’s South Brent for a trial period. 

Next weekend there will be a second collection in aid of the 
Plymouth Diocesan Secular Clergy Fund.  This fund is the main 
source of support for those priests of this diocese who are retired 
or are sick. 
You probably know that beyond the subsistence provided by the 
parish in which they work and the Christmas and Easter offerings, 
the secular priests receive just a small allowance, so most of them 
are not in a position to make their own provision for their 
retirement. Given the age profile of the priests of the diocese, the 
calls upon this fund are increasing year by year. Any contribution 
you can make to help provide for these priests will be gratefully 
received. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

An old preacher was dying. He sent a message for his banker and his lawyer, both church members, to come to his home. 
When they arrived, they were ushered up to his bedroom. As they entered the room, the preacher held out his hands and 
motioned for them to sit on each side of the bed. The preacher grasped their hands, sighed contentedly, smiled, and stared 
at the ceiling. For a time, no one said anything. 
Both the banker and lawyer were touched and flattered that the preacher would ask them to be with him during his final 
moments. They were also puzzled; the preacher had never given them any indication that he particularly liked either of 
them. They both remembered his many long, uncomfortable sermons about greed, covetousness, and avaricious 
behaviour that made them squirm in their seats. 
Finally, the banker said, "Preacher, why did you ask us to come?" 
The old preacher mustered up his strength and then said weakly, "Jesus died between two thieves, and that's how I want 
to go." 

With apologies to all the honest bankers and lawyers out there  
  

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: 
 

The Ascension of the Lord  
Strive for unity 
Since even before we married, we have worked to bring 
about unity in our love relationship. Today we are reminded 
that by loving one another; “God will live in us and His love 
will be complete in us”. Let’s take a moment to hold hands, 
look at each other and say ”you are my beloved ‘till the end 
of time”. 
 
For information about the authors and other resources: 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

Notre Dame Plymouth  
150 Year Celebrations 

The school kindly requests former  
students to share their photographs  
and memories of their time at the  
school which will be displayed  
ahead of our 150 Anniversary Mass  
at Plymouth Cathedral in October.  Copies of photographs, 
yearbooks and personal accounts may be sent to the 
school, or emailed to info@ndonline.org Further 
information: www.ndonline.org  

Devon Churches @ County Show 
BAKE A CAKE TO HELP 

We are appealing to Churches across Devon to help us with 
our new promotion this year at Devon County Show 21st to 
23rd May inclusive.   
For many years we have been serving tea and coffee in 
china mugs from our purpose built area in the Barn. This 
year we are trying something new by offering “CAKE” to the 
public as they sit in our “Café style” area inside and out.  
Our tea/coffee and soft drinks as well as CAKE are all free 
and we ask for donations. We have a volunteer team of 
twelve on each day of dedicated Christians to serve the 
public.   
We are there to show Christianity matters across the 
various Denominations. If you have never been it is worth a 
visit and make yourself known to our “Meet & Greet” team 
as well as the Pastors. 
 
CAN YOU SUPPORT OUR WORK WITH “CAKE” 
cupcakes; sponges; slab cake: the only proviso is NO REAL 
CREAM.   
 
WE HAVE A DROP-OFF POINT:  By kind permission of the 
owner, cake can be accepted Mon-Friday normal shop 
hours at:  Williams & Triggs Memorial Masons, 141, 
Pinhoe Road, Exeter EX4 7HX. 
 

For 25 years Care for the Family has 
been working throughout the UK and 
the Isle of Man. We provide 
parenting, relationship and 
bereavement support through our 
events, resources, courses, training 
and volunteer networks.  

Our work is motivated by Christian compassion, and our 
resources and support are available to everyone, of any faith 
or none. 
Care for the Family’s work was launched in 1988 by Rob 
Parsons. It all started with Rob leaving his job as a senior 
partner in a successful law practice to set up the family charity 
from a small office in a room at the back of a hairdresser’s in 
Cardiff. The first initiative in those early days was a series of 
marriage seminars. Drawing from his own experiences of 
family life, and often joined by his wife Dianne, the events 
were the first of their kind and were immensely popular, 
encouraging and strengthening hundreds of couples. 
Now, a quarter of a century later, Care for the Family has 
become a national family charity running events and courses 
across the UK, and creating resources that are used all over 
the world.  
In 1998, the charity moved to the current National Family 
Centre on the outskirts of Cardiff. With over 80 staff, Care for 
the Family operates throughout the UK and the Isle of Man. 
For more information on the support the charity can offer with 
parenting, relationships and bereavement, visit their website 
at http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/  
 

 

Archbishop Oscar Romero will be beatified in San 
Salvador on 23 May 2015, the day before Pentecost. 

During his three years as Archbishop of San Salvador, 
CAFOD had a very close relationship with him. We 
supported his famous radio broadcasts, which, at a time of 
heavy press censorship, were often the only way people in 
El Salvador could find out the truth about the atrocities that 
were happening in their country. We also helped to fund the 
support given by the Church to thousands of people who 
had fled their homes because of the violence.    
Today, more than 35 years after he was martyred, we 
continue to be inspired by Archbishop Romero’s words and 
actions in all that we do. He didn’t simply talk about the need 
to love our neighbour, but courageously named the 
injustices that plagued his country. He reminded us that 
Christ is found in people living in poverty, and that we cannot 
ignore the suffering of our brothers and sisters in need.    
You can find more information and resources about Blessed 
Oscar, including photographs, a power point reflection, 
prayers, and resources for school children and young 
people, at cafod.org.uk/romero    
A short 6 minute film celebrating his life and legacy can be 
found at http://youtu.be/IPMJ9UgkBgQ  

 


