
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 2nd July – Buckfast Abbey. ‘The Man who found 
Perfect Joy’ a performance by Mark Bedford of stories from 
the life of St Francis of Assisi. 
This is part of the Abbey’s Christian Storytelling Festival. 
Suitable for ages 15+. The ticket price includes a glass of 
wine or soft drink. Drinks 7.30pm, performance 8.00pm in 
the Schiller Hall, St Cuthbert’s, Buckfast Abbey. Tickets 
available from the Abbey Bookshop 01364 645506 

Saturday 4th July – 
Christian Storytelling 
Festival at Buckfast Abbey. 
Possibly the first of its kind 
in this country. A range of 
top storytellers and 
performers from around 

the UK and special guest from America Bob Hartman. An 
excellent day of entertainment for families. Day Tickets give 
unlimited access to all performances available from the 
Abbey Bookshop 01364 645506. More information on the 
Abbey  website at  www.buckfast.org.uk or the Buckfast 
Abbey Storytelling Festival Facebook page. Food available, 
most events under cover. 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Romuald 
Saturday St. Alban 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Olive Wordley; Carrie Portelly; Annie Deane; Beatrice Northcote; Beatrice Sasinowska; 
Bernard Petre; Lucy Gibson; Joseph McElroy; Dom Robert Smith; Denis Pope; John Walsh; 

Henry Cavalier; Mary Stones; Rosamund Carus; Grace Retallack; Francis Hasslacher;  
John Heurtley; Bessie Brook; Rosemary Reynolds; Frances Hale; Francis Cawley;  

Dorothy Modley; Maureen  Grassby; Victor Ely; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 
 

14th June, 2015 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic Prayer I Readings p. 95 

 

Last weekend’s collections   
 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £0.00 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £271.71 £20.00 

Second £8.25  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £40.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £45.16 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.60 £40.20 

   £29.99 
 

 
 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Pauline Hornsey Pat Hedges 
Alan Hitchcock Mike Ashton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The photograph shows the beginning of the Corpus Christi 
procession which took place last Sunday afternoon at the 
Abbey.  Bishop Mark was celebrant and Fr. Abbot, 
members of the monastic community and several priests 
of the Plymouth and Torbay deaneries were in attendance, 
together with Fr. Ian Hellyer of the Ordinariate.  Knights 
and Dames of the Holy Sepulchre also took part. 
As you can see, the nave was well filled with members of 
this and other local parishes and it was good to see some 
of the casual visitors take the opportunity to join in.  
Blessed with glorious weather and with musical support 
from the Abbey Choir, the procession enjoyed a pleasant 
and devotional walk coming to a halt eventually on the 
grass to the south side of the medieval Guesthall where 
benediction was given. 
Combining a sense of the wider Church at prayer with the 
opportunity to enjoy God’s creation, this act of devotion to 
God’s Son, who left us his Body and Blood, provided both 
spiritual nourishment and a sense of Christian community 
to all who took part. More photos: www.buckfast.org.uk  

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk/  

In mid-July we will have the annual 
‘Sea Sunday’ when we support 
seafarers with our prayers and a 
collection for the Apostleship of the 
Sea.  AoS has prepared a short 
video to give an insight into their 
work.  If you have internet access a 
visit to http://bit.ly/seasundayfilm 
would be 3 minutes well spent. 
 

 

 

Advance notice: On Saturday 27th 
June there will not be the usual Mass 
at 5 p.m. at St. Benedict’s.  This is 
because Fr. Francis and most of the 
congregation will be at the Life of 
Jesus play at Wintershall in Surrey 
until late evening. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A man lay sprawled across three entire 
seats in the posh theatre. When the usher 
came by and noticed this, he whispered to 
the man, "Sorry, sir, but you're only 
allowed one seat."  
The man groaned but didn't budge. The 
usher became impatient. "Sir, if you don't 
get up from there I'm going to have to call 
the manager."  
Again, the man just groaned, which 
infuriated the usher who turned and 
marched briskly back up the aisle in 
search of his manager. In a few moments, 
both the usher and the manager returned 
and stood over the man. Together the two 
of them tried repeatedly to move him, but 
with no success. Finally, they summoned 
the police. The cop surveyed the situation 
briefly then asked, "All right buddy, what's 
your name?" "Sam," the man moaned. 
”Where ya from, Sam?"  With pain in his 
voice, Sam replied, "The balcony." 

 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture Readings: 
 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The seed that grows to become a shelter 
 

Each of us has a ‘seed’ of love in us at our birth. This is fostered as we grow 
to value others through our relationships. Learning to love ourselves and 
each other more deeply helps our seeds of love to swell. Eventually our 
unified love becomes a ‘shelter’ for our children, our families and all those 
whose lives we touch. 
For information about the authors and other resources:  
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
On Monday we hosted our first St Mary’s Little Lambs Toddler Group session and we were pleased to see six families 
join Mrs Neville who is running the group. They are able to use our lovely hall and the area outside (which is particularly 
good for the didicars and other ride on toys that we have as it is mostly flat with a little slope here and there to add some 
excitement!). We are hoping that the group will become a permanent feature in the school week but for now it is in the 
trial stages to see how much interest there is in it. 
On Tuesday the newspaper photographer came to take a photo of our year 6 children to the sound of much shrieking - 
“oooh, I don’t want my photo taken next to a girl” and “I can’t move any closer to him because then our sides would be 
touching”. I must confess, I smiled to myself as I thought “give it a year or two and we’ll ask you again!” 
On Wednesday we had our Sports Day which was a very successful but long day with the children doing athletics in the 
morning, including things like the discus and javelin (carefully supervised!), with a picnic lunch provided by the Abbey, 
followed by team races in the afternoon watched by the parents. Fortunately the day was dry if a bit cold and “ran” very 
smoothly. Teign House (the green team) won the cup, I believe for the second year “running” (oops, sorry about the puns!). 
Finally, on Friday, it was our Summer Fete although from the weather it could just as easily have been the Christmas 
Fayre. Fortunately the decision was made very early on to hold it in the hall and postpone the mayhem which is the bouncy 
castle to another day. The hook-a-ducks and their paddling pool were accommodated just inside the hall foyer and 
everything else squeezed into the main hall. Once again a great time was had by all with more than a handful of visitors 
from the wider community. Generous donations meant that a great raffle was held – I won a bottle of grown up Ribena 
(Sloe gin) – oh, happy days! 
Next week swimming starts in the refurbished Buckfastleigh Pool. Let’s hope the weather improves, it’s always a bit of a 
worry when the children go blue after swimming lessons…. 
 

Job Vacancies in the Diocese: 
Area Fieldworker for Parish Evangelisation 
Do you have a passion for evangelisation anda desire to help parishes 
further the Church’s mission?  The Diocese of Plymouth is offering three 
part-time posts (3 day week) as ‘Area Fieldworkers’ to engage with parishes 
andhelp initiate, inspire, motivate and mentor parish evangelisation teams.  
These teams will endeavour to reach out to non-church going Catholics and 
also those outside the Church who may, as yet, not have encountered the 
love and truth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If you are a committed Catholic with a deep love of the Lord Jesus and his 
Church and would like information please contact Debbie Beech, 01364 
645393 or email Debbie.beech@prcdtr.org.uk.  The deadline for 
applications is Friday 26 June 2015. 
 
Plymouth CAST Finance Support Officer Salary Range: 25k- 30k 
Ashburton, Devon 
The Finance Support Officer reports to the Finance Manager and is 
responsible for preparing financial statements, maintaining accounts 
payable and closely liaising with selected Devon schools within the Diocese 
of Plymouth, providing onsite and remote support as and where necessary. 
The successful candidate will, as a minimum, possess a GCSE in English 
and Mathematics at grade C or above; however it would be desirable if you 
were ACCA/CIMA/AAT Part Qualified or similar. They will have a proven 
experience in book keeping, whilst experience in the education sector 
would be extremely beneficial. Excellent IT and numeracy skills are vital. 
Developed interpersonal, communication and persuasive skills to guide, 
motivate and encourage staff, with empathy to work with all levels and 
competencies are sought. 
For a copy of the job description and more information: 
http://castportal.plymouth-diocese.org.uk or please call Paul Jones on 
(01364) 645405 or email him at  paul.jones@plymouthcast.org.uk   
Application forms: samanshia.addo@plymouthcast.org.uk Closing date: 12 
noon 29th June 2015 (Interviews to be held 13th / 14th July 2015) 

 
Here we have a lovely photograph of the 
nine children who made their First Holy 
Communion last Sunday.  They all attend St. 
Mary’s School, and we are extremely 
grateful to Miss Nicola Slack and her staff for 
preparing them over many months to receive 
this Sacrament and also to make their First 
Confession.  Thanks also to all who turned 
out to support the children and also to Pat 
Sheridan and the Grange for the magnificent 
cake and refreshments after Mass. 


