
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Mary Magdalene 
Thursday St. Bridget of Sweden 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. James 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Colin Ford; Florence Mallins; Sheila Wakley; Harold Witt; John Cotter;  
Dom Dominic Maier; Florence Keen; Norman Devonport; John Mallins;  

Abbot Leander Lemoine; Rowena Carpenter; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Last weekend’s collections     
 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £202.05 £15.00 £38.00 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £202.91 £0.00 £68.22 £25.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £54.10 £32.85 £12.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.00 £33.92 £16.08 £56.05 
South Brent 9 a.m. £17.20 £34.00 £36.70 £27.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £28.94   £35.76 
 

Thank you for this total of £349.81 for the Apostleship of the Sea 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 
Sheila Straw Val Stanley 

Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 
Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 

Pauline Hornsey Pat Hedges 
Alan Hitchcock Mike Ashton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

SPUC Mass for the Unborn; Celebrated by Bishop Mark 
10 a.m. Saturday 25th July; Plymouth Cathedral 

 

You are invited to attend Holy Mass for the more than 200,000 babies aborted 
each year.  The millions of embryonic babies who have died through reproductive 
technologies and experimentation and those who have died through hormonal 
contraceptives.  For further details please ring Christine on 01752 224018 

4th/5th July collections   
 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £50.40 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £264.09 £15.00 

Second £24.35  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £36.60 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £81.63 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.42 £48.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £32.44 

 

Parish Pilgrimage 2016 
Following two very successful pilgrimages to Rome in 2014 and 2015, in 2016 it is planned to take a group to 
sites connected with St. Francis and St. Benedict in Umbria, Italy, including a few days in Assisi.  If you 
would be seriously interested, please contact Fr. Francis using the phone number or email address given above, 
or speak to Sue Lethbridge, to find out more details. 

        

Letter from Simon Giarchi:  As you know, last month Pope Francis released a new encyclical, Laudato Si’, calling on all of 
us to care for the world’s poorest people, for future generations and for the earth, our common home.  
Inspired by this message, CAFOD is urging parishes in England and Wales to join the Holy Father by calling on our Prime 
Minister to show leadership nationally and internationally to prevent climate change pushing people deeper into poverty. 
We’ll be joining with Catholics across the world, as part of the Global Catholic Climate Movement, in signing a global 
petition letter which will be presented to world leaders before the UN climate talks in Paris at the end of November 2015.  
We know that there is strong support within the Catholic community for action to care for our earth and its people. 
Between now and mid-November, please sign to this petition letter to add your voice to the Holy Father’s call.  Copies of 
the petition are available in each church.   
We are also producing many other resources in response to the encyclical, including prayers and reflections, a study guide 
for parishes and a study day for clergy and lay people in London on 7 November – you can find out more about all of these 
here: http://www.cafod.org.uk/Pray/Encyclical  
 

Next Sunday there will 
be a Second Collection 
for the Day For Life 
Charity, the Linacre 
Centre.  Please take an 
information card, 
available in each church. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A pregnant woman from Washington, D.C. gets in a car 
accident and falls into a deep coma. Asleep for nearly 
6 months, when she wakes up she sees that she is no 
longer pregnant and frantically asks the doctor about 
her baby.The doctor replies, "Ma'am you had twins! a 
boy and a girl. Your brother from Maryland came in and 
named them." The woman thinks to herself, "No, not 
my brother... he's an idiot!" She asks the doctor, "Well, 
what's the girl's name?" “Denise." "Wow, that's not a 
bad name, I like it! What's the boy's 
name?" "Denephew."  
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Walking alongside or away? 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, experienced rejection: 
many “walked with him no longer”. This offers us some 
consolation, when despite doing our best to pass on 
our faith in Jesus and His Church to our children, we, 
their ‘shepherds’, experience them drifting away from 
the faith. God loves our children unconditionally, and 
we need to continually ‘hold them’ in our love. 

For information about the authors and other resources: 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
As we near the end of the school year, the days seem to 
pass in a blur. Burrator, in particular, have had a whirlwind 
residential week during which they spent two nights at 
Grangehurst, one of the Abbey houses. They started with 
an adventure race day on Monday which required getting 
very wet and muddy – to quote the itinerary the children in 
teams “navigate, abseil, build a structure, solve problems, 
overcome obstacles, wet dry and muddy in the fastest 
possible time”. Sounds like a lot of fun (especially 
compared to SATs tests!). On Tuesday they spent the day 
on Haldon den building and mountain biking. Wednesday 
was filming at the Abbey for a promotional film to showcase 
the work of the Abbey Education Department. On 
Wednesday evening they went home clutching bags of 
muddy clothing but the activities continued on Thursday 
with an art workshop in the morning and a swimming gala 
in the afternoon. Finally, on Friday, they learnt emergency 
first aid with a lady from St John Ambulance. It is fair to say 
that some were a little tired and grumpy by the end of the 
week (and not just the children) but some important skills 
have been learnt and practised together. Next term our 
year 3 and 4 children will be experiencing a night away from 
home as they take part in a mini residential trip themselves. 
Elsewhere in the school, Fernworthy had more visitors over 
the course of the week and this time Mrs Kerswell had 
taken the precaution of keeping the little fluffy baby bunnies 
several hours away from the birds of prey …. just in case! 
We finished the week with a school picnic. The sun came 
out just in time to allow the children and staff to sit outside 
in the playground to eat before heading for the field for a 
good play. The picnic was held to say farewell to three long 
standing members of staff who are moving on to pastures 
new at the end of term. Between them, Mr Carty, Mrs 
McCullough and Mrs Taylor have served the school for 
almost forty years! They each have unique strengths and 
talents and will be sadly missed next year.  
 

Assisted Dying Bill Vote in the House of Commons 
The Assisted Dying Bill would allow doctors or other health 
professionals to provide help such as lethal drugs for dying 
people to commit suicide.  Vulnerable people can feel under 
pressure to choose death.  Evidence of how this has happened 
in other countries where assisted dying has been legalised and 
other arguments against the bill are available from the campaign 
group ‘Care Not Killing’.  You can phone them on 020 7234 
9680, write to Care Not Killing Alliance, 6, Marshalsea Road, 
London, SE1 1HL or go to their website: 
http://www.carenotkilling.org.uk/ and click on the link to “New 
Commons Assisted Dying Bill” among the ‘latest updates’.   
Bishop Mark has written to all parishes to add his voice of 
encouragement to you to write to your MP. It is urgent to write 
to MPs before 21st July, as that is the last day before the summer 
recess.  After 21st July many mps will be away from the House 
of Commons until just before 11th September. 
Here are some words you could use in your letter (hand-written 
is better): 
MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 
Dear…I am contacting you regarding Rob Marris MP’s Private 
Member’s Bill on Assisted Dying which is due to have its second 
reading in the House of Commons on Friday 11th September. If 
passed, this Bill will have a profoundly negative impact on some 
of the most vulnerable people in our society. As my Member of 
Parliament, I hope that you will attend the debate and vote 
against the Bill at its second reading. I would be very grateful if 
you could let me how you intend to vote on this important matter 
and how you have taken my views into account. I look forward 
to hearing from you in due course. Yours sincerely… 
 

Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) newsletters 
now available in each church.  Also a leaflet describing 
‘Helping Hand’s,’ a way of giving from which you may 
also receive!  

Fr. Francis was delighted to learn this week that the pupils 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School in the parish have 
achieved excellent academic results, so besides the 
regular welcome feature on the life of the school 
(appearing this week to the left), he asked the 
Headteacher to share the good news with the parish.  This 
is what she wrote: 
 
“The staff at St Mary’s are very proud of the children’s 
achievements this year, especially those in Year 6 who are 
leaving St Mary’s at the end of term going onto secondary 
schools in September.   The Year 6 children have to sit 
assessments in Reading, Writing and Maths which is quite 
a daunting task for some of the children.  However, we 
were delighted to discover that 83% of our children 
achieved the expected level (level 4) in all three areas of 
reading, writing and maths (3% above national average) 
and a quarter of them achieved a level 5 across all three 
of these subjects (6% above national average).  The school 
was also thrilled that two pupils attained level 6, one in 
writing and one in maths.   Level 6 equivalent to a GCSE 
grade C/D, which is something of an achievement for 
pupils aged 11!  The younger children also worked very 
hard this year and performed well across the school, so we 
look forward to sustaining and building upon these 
excellent results again next year.” 
 
I’m sure parishioners join me in congratulating all the 
children on their great success and offering Miss Slack and 
her staff our thanks for their incredibly hard work and 
loving devotion to the good of all the pupils of the school. 


