
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ss. Martha, Mary & 
Lazarus 

Thursday Feria 
Friday St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Saturday St. Alphonsus Liguori 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Rev. Alexandre Dodard; Gertrude Cahusac; Eduard Bandwiski; William Swindell; Elizabeth 
Bailey; Emma Striffler; Gladys Baverstock; Kathleen Chaffe; Maurice Ferrero; Mary Keer-

Kennedy; Stephen Hanrahan; Margery Pairpoint; Jean Preston-Cooke; Rose Martin;  
Francis Sibeth; Dom Stephen Kramer; Bessie Clarke; 

May they rest in peace 
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“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Pauline Hornsey Pat Hedges 
Alan Hitchcock Mike Ashton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last  weeks’ collections   
 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £84.70 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £334.88 £25.00 

Second £13.28  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £18.50 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.80 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £43.50 £45.50 
Total extra through gift aid   £36.32 

 
At Masses this weekend there will be a Second Collection for the Day for Life 

The annual Day for Life collection helps fund the crucial work of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre, formerly the Linacre Centre, 
as well as projects which work to protect life at every stage and every condition. 
The Anscombe Bioethics Centre is a Roman Catholic academic institute that engages with the moral questions arising in 
clinical practice and biomedical research. It brings to bear on those questions principles of natural law, virtue ethics, and the 
teaching of the Catholic Church, and seeks to develop the implications of that teaching for emerging fields of practice. 
The Centre engages in scholarly dialogue with academics and practitioners of other traditions. It contributes to public policy 
debates as well as to debates and consultations within the Church. It runs educational programmes for, and gives advice to, 
Catholics and other interested healthcare professionals and biomedical scientists. 
 
It is just as important, of course, to observe the Day for Life by reflecting on these issues and praying about them.   
The Bishops offer this reflection:    Cherishing Life; Accepting Death 
 

 “How great a lie ...to make people think that lives affected by grave illness are not worth living!” (Pope Francis) 
 

Kathleen, a much-loved grandmother, collapsed at home one Saturday morning and was rushed to hospital. Early signs 
pointed towards a stroke. The doctors talked about the next twenty-four hours being critical; it seemed like Kathleen might 
not even survive. The priest was called and Kathleen received the anointing of the sick. Doctors were talking about brain 
damage and whether interventions might be possible. Suddenly the family was faced with big questions. What would Kathleen 
want and how could the Church help guide any decisions? How do we accept death when it comes and cherish life while we 
can? 
There have been remarkable medical and technological advances so that the chronically ill can receive life-saving treatments. 
We can be truly thankful for such advances. And yet at some time or other we will all die. These same advances have led to 
more complex decision making about appropriate treatment. 
At the end of life, there are two thoughts which can help guide us all: 
The first is that we love life. Every person is loved by God and every life is a precious gift never to be destroyed or neglected. 
It is wrong to hasten or bring about death. God will call us in his good time. 
The second is that we accept death. This means there is no obligation to pursue medical treatment when it no longer has any 
effect or, indeed, harms the patient, or where the risks or burdens of the treatment outweigh the likely benefits. 
We need to prepare to face life-threatening crises. Ideally these difficult and important decisions need to be faced with others 
– our spouse, our siblings, our extended family members. The family, after all, should be the privileged place where mutual 
support and understanding occurs. 
Sometimes difficult decisions need to be made and the views of family and experts are needed. But in such situations these 
two questions can guide us: “is this decision loving life?” and “is this decision accepting the inevitability of death?” 
Depending on the situation we should seek ways to answer yes to both, as life itself is a gift from God, and death but the 
gateway to new life with Him. 
 
O blessed Joseph, who breathed your last in the arms of Jesus and Mary, obtain for me this grace: that I may breathe forth 
my soul in praise, saying in spirit, if I am unable to do so in words:  "Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give Thee my heart and my 
soul." Amen 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Poor Leroy had fallen on hard times. He lost his job at the fertilizer plant, his wife had left him, his unemployment had 
run out, and he was evicted from his apartment. He packed what little he had in a knapsack, made a little sign that 
read "Will work for food" and set off down the road on foot. Toward the middle of the day, he came to a farmhouse. He 
was getting very hungry, and so he knocked on the front door. A woman answered, and Leroy explained his situation, 
and how he could do most anything and how hungry he was. At first the woman wanted no part of Leroy, but he 
persisted. Finally she asked "Can you paint?" "Oh yes, ma'am," Leroy said, "I sure can paint. I've done a lot of painting. 
Just let me show you." The woman relented, found a can of paint and a brush and said, "You go around back and paint 
the porch, and I'll fix you dinner." Happily, Leroy went to work. About 40 minutes later, Leroy appeared at the front 
door. "Are you finished so soon?" asked the woman.  "Oh yes, ma'am," said Leroy, "but I think you ought to know that's 
not a Porsche, it's a Volvo." 

 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings: 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Selflessness in giving 
The readings recount God’s continuing faithfulness to His people, 
and their response. Elisha’s story is the forerunner to Jesus feeding 
at least five thousand on a few loaves and fishes. Such providence 
reminds us of our faithful God who gives, and gives, and then gives 
again. Do I do this, do we, to each other? In His strength, we can. 

For information about the authors and other resources: 
www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
The term came to a close with two events - on the Monday, the children performed songs from the musical "The Button 
Box" at our annual end of year awards ceremony -  which sounds very grand, doesn't it? Well, this year, it was rather 
special as it is the first year we have had our own hall to hold it in. The room was packed to the gunnels with parents, staff 
and children and it was very warm in there but it was also bright and welcoming. As always the children sang their hearts 
out and impressed all who saw them. We had to say more farewells than usual as it was not just our year 6 children but 
also four members of staff who are all off to pastures new. Speeches were made and a few tears shed but the time is 
probably right for them all to move on and we hope they all enjoy exciting new phases in their lives. 
On the Tuesday, the Leavers' Mass was held in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel another memorable venue (I know I say 
that every time but it is true!) . The funny thing is, no matter how many times the service sheet is typed up, someone always 
comes back to tell me there should be a correction  - someone was standing when they should have been sitting or an 
alleluia has been missed out! This time there was also a rumour that Fr Christopher had done an "abridged" version but I 
couldn't possibly comment having not been there myself....  
The families of the year 6 who had come to the service were once more invited to our hall for refreshments and to share a 
lovely "leavers'" cake which is prepared each year by the staff at the Conference Centre - just another of those little treats 
that we are so grateful for.  
The weeks will now fly by and before we know it, I'll be telling you of our Autumn topics, harvest plans and, dare I mention 
it, our Christmas events, okay maybe I shouldn't mention those things just yet! 
  

Catholic Children’s 
Society (Plymouth) 
newsletters now 
available in each 
church.  Also a leaflet 
describing ‘Helping 
Hand’s,’ a way of giving 
from which you may 
also receive!  

Parish Pilgrimage 2016 
Following two very successful pilgrimages to Rome in 2014 and 2015, in 2016 it is 
planned to take a group to sites connected with St. Francis and St. Benedict in 
Umbria, Italy, including a few days in Assisi.  If you would be seriously interested, 
please contact Fr. Francis using the phone number or email address given to the right, 
or speak to Sue Lethbridge, to find out more details. 

        
CAFOD is urging parishes in England and Wales to join the Holy Father by calling on our Prime Minister to show leadership 
nationally and internationally to prevent climate change pushing people deeper into poverty. We’ll be joining with 
Catholics across the world, as part of the Global Catholic Climate Movement, in signing a global petition letter which will 
be presented to world leaders before the UN climate talks in Paris at the end of November 2015.  
We know that there is strong support within the Catholic community for action to care for our earth and its people. 
Between now and mid-November, please sign this petition letter to add your voice to the Holy Father’s call in his 
Encyclical, Laudato Si’.  Copies of the petition are available in each church.   
We are also producing many other resources in response to the encyclical, including prayers and reflections, a study 
guide for parishes available here: http://www.cafod.org.uk/Pray/Encyclical  
 

Notre Dame School Plymouth 
150th Anniversary Celebrations 

 

Friday 16th October at 7 p.m. 
Plymouth Cathedral 

 

Anniversary Mass 
Followed by tea and reminiscence. 

All welcome.  Please reserve tickets by 
calling 01752 775101 or email 

info@ndonline.org 


