
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Laurence 
Tuesday St. Clare of Assisi 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs 
at this time: 

 

Reginald Seaton; Winifred Scott; Philip Bridge; Eileen 
Nolan; Leonard Carroll; Jack Fidock; Christina Roberts; 
John Dacey; Timothy Walker; Charles Whatmough; Benet 
McKenzie; Elizabeth Burt; Hilda Jeffery; Bridie Norman; 
William Elliott; Amy Stuart; Abbot Benedict Garriador; 

Dom Hugh Zettel; Matthew Smerdon; Pat Simonds;  
Catherine Miller; Richard Pilsbury; Henry Trude;  

Cecily Hodgson; Anatole von Hugel; Horace Hosworthy; 
Christine Walls; Sr. Gabriel Blanchfield; Brian Baverstock; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Pauline Hornsey Pat Hedges 
Alan Hitchcock Mike Ashton 

Win Lyons  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 
‘Into the Light’ – open air theatre 
production at Buckfast Abbey. 
Monday 7th to Saturday 12th 
September. Following last year’s lively 
adaptation of ‘Godspell’ from 
Unleashed Theatre Company, this 
thought provoking and beautifully 
written piece comes as quite a 
contrast. This modern day adaptation 
of St John’s Gospel follows a group of 
refugees as they flee Eastern Europe 
in the 1930s. As they travel they tell 
the ‘greatest story ever told’. Tickets 
available from the Abbey Giftshop or 
by calling 01364 645506. 
Performance starts 7.45pm. 

 

 
Saint Laurence, whose Feast we celebrate on Monday, born in 225 AD, was one 
of the seven Deacons of Rome who assisted the Pope in the administration of 
the Church. He was in charge of the treasury and responsible for the distribution 
of alms to the poor.  In 258 AD the emperor Valerian decreed that all bishops, 
priests and deacons should be put to death.  After Pope Sixtus had been 
martyred, the Prefect demanded that Laurence hand over the property of the 
Church.  St. Ambrose tells us that Laurence asked for time, during which he gave 
as much as he could to the poor, then reporting to the Prefect, he presented the 
poor, the crippled, the blind and the suffering, saying, ‘here are the treasures of 
the Church.’ Incensed, the Prefect order that Laurence be roasted on a gridiron, 
giving rise to what must be the most extraordinary example of laughing in the 
face of death, when Laurence later said to his torturers, “I’m well done on this 
side, turn me over!”  With comparable humour the Church has made St. Laurence 
patron saint of chefs – and comedians. 

An extract from an article by that excellent Catholic journalist, John Allen: 
On August 6th we celebrated the Feast of the Transfiguration. For Iraqi Christians, 
however, Aug. 6 this year brings to mind anything but radiance or glory. Instead, 
Thursday marks the first of one of the greatest calamities to fall upon Christians 
anywhere on the planet in the early 21st century — an ISIS offensive in the Plains 
of Nineveh in northern Iraq that broke out on Aug. 6-7, 2014, and left thousands 
of Christians and Yazidis dead. 
During the assault, which exiled 120,000 Christians, churches and monasteries 
were destroyed, centuries-old Christian manuscripts were burned, and scores of 
Christians were killed, often in staggeringly brutal fashion: flogged to death, 
beheaded, and, in at least a few cases, reportedly crucified. During previous 
periods of persecution, many had taken refuge in the Plains of Nineveh, seeing 
it as a sanctuary because it was dotted with picturesque traditional Christian 
settlements. One Iraqi Christian compared the psychological blow to a child being 
violated in his or her own bedroom, the very place they most expect to be safe. 
Pope Francis sent a letter to the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, whose jurisdiction 
includes Jordan, asking that his message be relayed to Iraqi refugees in that 
nation: “I’ve tried many times to give voice to the atrocious, inhuman and 
inexplicable persecution of those who in so many parts of the world — above all, 
Christians — are victims of fanaticism and intolerance,” Francis wrote. “They are 
today’s martyrs, humiliated and discriminated against for their fidelity to the 
Gospel,” the pope wrote, saying that the Church must not “forget or abandon its 
exiled children.”  Francis appealed to public opinion to be “ever more attentive, 
sensitive and involved with regard to the persecution of Christians and, more 
generally, religious minorities.” 
Full article http://www.cruxnow.com/faith/2015/08/06/  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

An old man was wondering if his wife had a hearing problem. So one night, he stood behind her while she was sitting 
in her lounge chair. He spoke softly to her, "Honey, can you hear me?" There was no response. He moved a little 
closer and said again, "Honey, can you hear me?"  Still, there was no response. Finally he moved right behind her 
and said, "Honey, can you hear me?" She replied, "For the third time, Yes!" 
  

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  
Nineteen Sunday in Ordinary Time  
To love as God loves 
When we married we became a flesh and blood 
sacrament. Today, Jesus says “I am the bread of life”.  
We are ‘food and drink’ for each other. Let’s continue 
to nourish one another in our marriages, in all those 
little ways, with tender words and loving actions and 
become more a ‘sign’ of God’s love for the world. 
For information about the authors and other 
resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
Not much to report from school as we approach the middle of the summer holidays (how did that happen so soon?). 
However, the gardeners have been in getting to grips with the vegetation which has sprung up here and there around the 
school. Unfortunately for the gardeners, they do not always get the thanks that they should – they often come in to school 
when no one else is around and work their magic. I’m sure some of the teachers think we are blessed with a kind of “elves 
and the shoemaker” situation where good works are done when they aren’t looking and if they leave the weeds long 
enough, they disappear as if by magic. Not to mention the planting which is done and comes to fruition a few months later! 

Talking of weeds, my green roof is still 
disappointingly “weedy” particularly compared 
to the roofs that the Garden Department have 
planted by the hall and the old office. These 
roofs are beginning to get established and, 
although they have a handful of weeds which 
are trying to take up residence, they already look 
like "green" roofs you could be proud of. I gather 
that even the roof over the offices, which I 
believe can only be seen from St Mary's House, 
is in better shape than my roof. I know because 
a builder went up there looking for defects to 
rectify and commented on it. I’m wondering 
whether or not I should go for an astro turf option 
or maybe greengrocer’s grass and put an end to 

the misery of the poor little sedums! Maybe I could just leave a roll of artificial turf nearby and see what the elves can do 
for me… 

Last  weeks’ collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £70.23 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £243.22 £35.00 

Second £32.00  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £39.00 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £21.80 £31.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.02 £34.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £32.19 

 

Job Vacancy 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Buckfast is seeking to recruit a Mealtime Assistant to provide lunchtime supervision every 
day from 12 noon to 1.30pm during term time (38 weeks per year).  This post will involve setting up and clearing away tables 
and chairs, serving lunches, supervising the children in the dining hall and assisting them to have safe and happy mealtimes.   
You will work effectively using your own initiative and as part of a team, and will be calm, friendly and welcoming when 
working with children and other members of staff.  Experience of working with children would be an advantage and the ability 
to understand the importance of safety and vigilance when caring for the children is paramount. 
The hourly rate for a Mealtime assistant is £7.06 plus 12.03% in lieu of holiday pay.                              
If you are interested in the post, please could you contact the Head teacher, Miss Nicola Slack via email: head@st-
marysrc.devon.sch.uk or contact the school by telephone 01364 642389 to leave a message. Enquiries are welcome until 
17th August.  We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people, and expect all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment.  A DBS disclosure is required for this post. 
 

 
Catholic Children  

Marathon places available in Rome, Paris and London! Please 
email for further details: fundraising@ccsplymouth.org.uk  
And don’t forget if you are going abroad and have any currency left 
over, to place it an orange recycling box for the Society along with 
stamps, old jewellery, watches and keys  
Many thanks for your support Claire 07783 156284.  
Newsletters now available in each church.  Also a leaflet 
describing ‘Helping Hand’s,’ a way of giving from which you may 
also receive!  
 

During the summer holidays the Buckfast Abbey 
Education Department will be running drop in art and 
craft sessions for families in the Mansion House room 
next to the Church. The cost is £3.00 per child and 
everything they make they can take home. This will be 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and will be 
open to drop in from approximately 10.30am to 4.00pm. 
So if you are stuck for something to do with your kids 
or grand-kids then why not bring them along. 
 

 

 

 


