
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Bernard 

Friday St. Pius X 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frances Berington; Mrs. Routley; James Kelly; Eric Pinerey; Mother M. Cecilia; Hazel 
McCracken; Peggy Wood-Pottle; Marjorie Nuttall; James Stuart; Br. Alphonsus Vogt; 
William Ash; Edward Hutton; Caroline Tapper; Catherine Carter; Sam Sobey; Dom 

Cuthbert Smith; Reg. Couch; Alice Daley; Dom Erkenwald Plersch; Wallace Fluter; Dom 
Gall Keckeisen; Arthur Gayton; Michael Bracelin; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Maria Henderson Phil Nunn 

Sheila Straw Val Stanley 
Maureen Purtell Ian Cuffe 

Geraldine Thompson Jean Elton 
Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 

Win Lyons Mike Ashton 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last  weeks’ collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £65.50 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £231.36 £5.00 

Second £22.81  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £45.80 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £145.40 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.87 £49.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £30.94 

 

During the summer holidays the Buckfast Abbey Education 
Department will be running drop in art and craft sessions for 
families in the Mansion House room next to the Church. The 
cost is £3.00 per child and everything they make they can 
take home. This will be on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and will be open to drop in from approximately 
10.30am to 4.00pm. So if you are stuck for something to do 
with your kids or grand-kids then why not bring them along. 
 

 
‘Into the Light’ – open air theatre 
production at Buckfast Abbey. 
Monday 7th to Saturday 12th 
September. Following last year’s lively 
adaptation of ‘Godspell’ from 
Unleashed Theatre Company, this 
thought provoking and beautifully 
written piece comes as quite a 
contrast. This modern day adaptation 
of St John’s Gospel follows a group of 
refugees as they flee Eastern Europe 
in the 1930s. As they travel they tell 
the ‘greatest story ever told’. Tickets 
available from the Abbey Giftshop or 
by calling 01364 645506. 
Performance starts 7.45pm. 

 

 

 

Administration Officer (full time) – 1 post 
Location: St. Boniface House, Ashburton TQ13 7JL 
Salary: circa £18,000 (FTE) 
Plymouth Catholic and Anglican Schools Trust (CAST) was set up by the 
Diocese of Plymouth to create a secure environment for constituent schools to 
achieve their academic, as well as pastoral and mission, objectives. There are 
35 schools across Cornwall, Devon and Dorset. 
To strengthen the administration team we are currently looking for a full time 
Administration Officer.  Reporting to the Office Manager, you will help provide 
a proactive and efficient administration service to the support team of Plymouth 
CAST. You’ll provide an excellent administration service including HR and 
Finance support and be computer literate - having excellent Excel, Word and 
PowerPoint skills.  
An understanding of the values and ethos of the  
Catholic Church would be beneficial.  
To request an application form and further  
details, please email admin@plymouthcast.org.uk. 
Closing date: 12 noon on Monday 24th August 2015,  
Interview date: Friday 4th September 2015 

If you, or someone you know are resident 
in the Abbey Parish and are considering 
requesting baptism or reception into the 
full communion of the Catholic Church, 
please contact Fr. Francis to arrange to 
meet and discuss it.  Please do this within 
the next couple of weeks so that there is 
plenty of time to prepare before next 
Easter.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A little evacuee boy of seven was in chapel, and a terrible storm broke 
during the service.  Suddenly the lights failed and som the children began 
to murmur.  The preacher, a kindly old gentleman said, “Don’t be 
frightened, my dears.  It’s only a display of God’s elements.” 
At that the little boy turned to his companion and whispered, “He says, 
‘Don’t be frightened, it’s only a play by God’s elephants.’” 

 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Scripture Readings:  
The Assumption of Our Lady  
If in need   We have good reason for 
believing that from her special place in 
heaven God continues to do great things 
through Mary. Her own experience of 
being a wife and mother has made her 
very aware of the joys, trials and 
sufferings of life for married couples. This 
means that whenever we need it we can 
ask her for help. 
For information about the authors and 
other resources: www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
With the start of term a mere two and a half weeks away, I thought it may be a good time to explain the school classes 
so that, as the year goes on, you will be able to visualise the size of little cherub I am talking about and which staff will be 
looking after them. 
The classes and rooms are named after local reservoirs and, loosely speaking, the size of the reservoir gives a clue to 
the size of the children. The smallest children, aged four to seven, are in Venford class and their teachers are Mrs 
Cherret and Mrs Hutchinson who teach on Monday and Tuesday and Wednesday to Friday respectively.  
These children vary in size from those I cannot see as they pass my office  
counter when they start in Reception, to a tuft of hair in Year One, to eyes and  
nose in Year Two. Their classroom is the relatively new one with the indoor  
/ outdoor play area and they will also be using Meldon classroom as an extra  
space. For these children everything is exciting and news of birthdays and  
family events are proudly declared as soon as they come into school each day. 
Fernworthy are the medium sized children, aged seven to nine, and their  
teacher is Mrs Kerswell. These children are tall enough to reach inside the  
office counter and hold on to the other side and generally lift their legs off the  
ground and dangle there whilst they talk to me! These children are still enthusiastic about life but starting to learn about 
being cool and not being quite so vocal about family events, but birthdays are still exciting news to be shared. 
Last, but not least, are the children of Burrator, aged nine to eleven. They are taught by Miss Slack on Monday and Mrs 
Evans on Tuesday to Friday. These children start child sized in Year Five but often end up as tall as me by the end of 
Year Six, particularly the girls. These children are starting to be all about image and coolness and hours can be spent by 
staff sorting out friendship issues only for the alliances to change moments later! 
So there you have it, St Mary's School at the start of a new school year - what will the next ten months bring? 
 

Job Vacancy 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, 
Buckfast is seeking to recruit a Mealtime 
Assistant to provide lunchtime 
supervision every day from 12 noon to 
1.30pm during term time (38 weeks per 
year).  This post will involve setting up 
and clearing away tables and chairs, 
serving lunches, supervising the children 
in the dining hall and assisting them to 
have safe and happy mealtimes.   
The hourly rate for a Mealtime assistant 
is £7.06 plus 12.03% in lieu of holiday 
pay.                              
Full details from: head@st-
marysrc.devon.sch.uk or 01364 642389. 
Enquiries are welcome until 17th August.   
 

 

'The Monastery of St. Saviour and St. Bridget of Syon' was a royal 
foundation, and the only Bridgettine Abbey to be established in England 
before the Reformation. It was originally built by King Henry V in 1415 on a 
site in Twickenham opposite his own royal palace at Shene (Richmond), but 
rebuilt at Isleworth on the banks of the River Thames on the site of an earlier 
Celestine monastery, first coming into use as a monastery in 1431. In 2003 
excavations were carried out and it was discovered that the abbey church 
may have been considerably bigger than even Westminster Abbey and 
would have been an amazing sight from the river. It was a monastery that 
combined strict observance and practices, modelled on the rule of Saint 
Augustine and as adapted by Saint Bridget. It was also a centre of learning, 
the library having contained about 1,400 texts. The foundation consisted of 
two communities to form a 'double' monastery, in one sixty sisters, in the 
other thirteen priests, four deacons and eight lay brothers. The monastery 
flourished until its dissolution by King Henry VIII in 1539. Four years earlier, 
on 4 May 1535, the 'confessor general' of the Abbey, St. Richard Reynolds, 
"the Angel of Syon", was brutally executed at Tyburn for not accepting the 
King's supremacy over the Church in England in place of the Holy Father in 
Rome. The body of this Bridgettine martyr and canonised saint was placed 
on the abbey gateway, of which the metre-high carved pinnacle still survives 
today. This, and the iron cross that once stood on top of the abbey church, 
are now in Blessed Sacrament Parish, Exeter. 
Uniquely, the community remained together after the dissolution and were 
established in Lisbon, and before that in Flanders and Rouen. The nuns 
returned to England in 1861 and lived at South Brent from 1925. Sadly, the 
Community closed in 2011.  Until then it was the only religious community in 
the UK which continuously existed from before the Reformation. 
 
The 600th anniversary of the founding of the Community was celebrated at 
Syon House, Isleworth on 19th July this year.  Mother Anna Maria, last 
Abbess of Syon, joined His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nicholls in leading 
the event. (See photograph to the left) 
 


