
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 

Friday Feria 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Edward Hare; Mary Ulyat; James Gibson; Dom Vitalis Leib; Ernest Baker; John 
Ellison; Ethel Adams; Helen Striffler; David Ash; Joseph Harrington; Sydney Parker; 

Robert Dean; Guy Whinyates; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

18th October, 2015 Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 146 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Maureen Purtell Mike Ashton Win Lyons 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley Ian Cuffe 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges Jean Elton 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

This weekend the Holy Father invites all 
Catholics around the world to contribute to 
a special collection for Missio, his official 
charity for overseas mission, the umbrella 
organisation which includes the Association 
for the Propagation of the Faith (APF) 
whose red boxes many of you have: 

 
Your prayers and donations today will 
support the work of missionaries and young 
churches like the church in Mongolia, as 
they share faith, build churches and provide 
healthcare and education, often in difficult 
and dangerous environments. The second 
collection will support  mission projects 
worldwide that bring God’s love and 
message of dignity for all. Please give what 
you can, and if possible, please use the Gift 
Aid envelopes if you are a UK taxpayer.  
Every gift makes a real difference to people 
living in poverty whom God is yearning to 
have us bring the Good News of His love to. 

Sadly, there will not be the usual Mass in South Brent on 
Thursday this week. 

Syrian Refugee Crisis – Parish Response 
It was really very moving last Tuesday 
evening to go to the door of the Abbey and 
be faced with a large group of people who 
had turned out on that cold, dark evening 
in response to my request that we discuss 
as a parish what we can do to respond to 
Pope Francis’ appeal that each parish in  

Europe should find a way to help at least one family of refugees from Syria. 
Twenty-five of you answered the call, and I know there were others who 
would have been there if they could and still others who are not able to get 
out at all but expressed a keen interest in the outcome of the meeting.  Your 
generosity witnesses to the Gospel living in your hearts and I feel very 
blessed to be your Parish Priest. 
This meeting was very much about  
gathering information. People spoke of local 
efforts and of the importance of doing  
something.  Whether large or small it will  
bring hope to someone.  There was  
concern not to duplicate what others are  
doing and to work with others locally if  
possible. People have a sense that Local Councils are holding back; 
expressing good intentions, but waiting for clarity from Central government.  
Currently they are expressing willingness, and currently acting as collectors 
and disseminator of information and offers of help. 
There is local experience of offering to house refugees: some 15 years ago 
a group of Ethiopian refugees were accommodated at Marley House.  This 
was not found to be a successful move as they felt isolated and unable to 
find work.  On the other hand, if it should happen that Syrian refugees start 
arriving in our local area, everyone seemed willing to look at trying to  
 

 

 

provide accommodation for a family through an appropriate local agency.  It was pointed out that it would only take 60 people 
to pledge £10 per month to be able to rent somewhere in one of the local cities.  But it was also recognised that there would 
be no point in funding something which the local council has a statutory duty to fund. 
Various people have previous experience of direct action, from helping a diocese in Sri Lanka to recover from the 2004 
tsunami, to ongoing work with the Red Cross, Aid to the Church in Need, the latter being very effective at telling you what 
your donation is used for and making you feel involved.  Another idea which was shared was to contact Bishop Declan Lang, 
who is the Bishops’ Conference representative on the Middle East. As he has visited the area frequently he may be able to 
suggest a cause we could support.  
There is evidence from what is happening in Buckfastleigh and from knowledge of much large relief organisations, that trying 
to send ‘material’ – clothes and the like – directly can cost a lot in transport and is not necessarily the best use of money (as 
things can be bought less expensively nearer to where they are needed. 
People shared their experience of the importance of advocacy.  A number were concerned that the Government’s current 
offer to accept 20,000 refugees over five years is too little.  Others would like more of our country’s International Development 
budget to used more effectively to alleviate the suffering of those in camps in the Near East.  We heard of petitions which 
several organisations including CAFOD are running, and of how effective a letter to our MP can be. continued overleaf 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. 
Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org
.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Never drive faster than your Guardian Angel can fly. 
 

Don’t think God has a sense of humour? Look at the platypus! 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture Readings: 
Twenty- Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
To love is to be strong 
Today we are reminded that Jesus has turned all worldly values upside 
down. When we place our faith in God’s saving love and copy that in our 
marriages, we too, in spite of our weaknesses and failings, are renewed and 
made strong in our love for each other. The more we give our love away the 
more it grows!  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
The children have been busy getting out and about this week on various educational trips. On Tuesday, Fernworthy and 
Burrator went to Westpoint to the Farmwise event where the children could find out more about farming in Devon and learn 
where their food comes from first hand. I think it must be one of the few events which includes in its promotion literature the 
fact that children will be able to smell how farms work! The teachers reported back that it was an interesting but tiring day 
with the children having to do a lot of listening in the big halls where it was sometimes hard to hear but all had enjoyed the 
day and they would recommend going again. 
Then, on Thursday, Venford went to Tesco in Newton Abbot as part of Tesco’s “Farm to Fork” initiative. This aims to get the 
children interested in where their food comes from and the children were able to go “behind the scenes” in the store which 
impressed them no end. They were also able to try foods which they may not normally have, or be persuaded to eat, at home. 
One mum told me that her daughter had been very unimpressed at the thought of a school trip to Tesco but when she came 
home afterwards she was full of excitement having been in the secret parts of Tesco that “ordinary people can’t go to” and 
she’d even tried a pomegranate! 
Also on Thursday, Fernworthy went off on their overnight residential trip to stay in bunkhouses near Bovey Tracy. The children 
in this class are aged between seven and nine and for most it was their first experience of this kind. Understandably, there 
were a few parents who were as anxious as the children but I am pleased to tell you that all the children stayed overnight 
and had a great time over the two days. They had been on walks on Dartmoor (including one in the dark!), tried their hand at 
orienteering, been on a scavenger hunt and had to help make their own tea and breakfast and keep their accommodation 
clean. They too came back tired but very excited so I think many will have been talking nineteen to the dozen at one point, 
followed by a sudden lapse into sleep as soon as they got home! And I don’t think the staff who went on the trip would be far 
behind them in that respect! 
Next week, we continue our “foody” theme when we will be celebrating Harvest with Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
at 9.45am followed by refreshments in the school hall and later in the day we will be selling produce to raise funds for CAFOD. 
Please join us if you can. 

Last week’s collections  
  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £55.40 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £202.72 £47.50 

Second £24.73  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £32.80 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £31.35 £24.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.00 £42.10 
Total extra through gift aid   £38.09 

CAFOD harvest fast day donations have continued to 
come in, so added to last week’s total of £288.32, £10 
was gift aided at the Abbey 1030 Mass, £10 was gift 
aided at Buckfastleigh and £600 was given at South 
Brent.  So the running total is £913.32. Thank you so 
much! 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ASHBURTON: ONE WORLD WEEK: 
Friday 23rd October  7.30pm Quiz Night in St Andrew’s Church Hall: tickets 
£6.00 including a pasty and a possible prize.  
Also Wednesday 21st October, Interfaith Meeting at the Quaker Meeting 
House 7.30pm. 

Job Vacancy: A salaried post has arisen in our Diocese for the management of a marriage project.  The project has a two-
fold purpose: 1) To undertake an evaluation of marriage preparation across the Diocese with a view to offering a unified 
approach. 2)To evaluate the pastoral support offered to married couples, particularly in the early years, with a view to offering 
programmes/resources to better achieve this aim. 
The successful applicant will be a committed Catholic who positively accepts the full teaching of the Church on marriage and 
married life.  The project will be run over a 3 year period and will involve a 14 hour week, with a fair amount of travelling.   
The closing date for applications is Monday 26 October.   

If you are interested in applying for this role or require any further information please contact Jan Holton on 01364 
645383 or by email to recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  Interviews will be held on Wednesday 11 November at St. 
Boniface House, Ashburton.  

Report of Syrian Refugee meeting continued… 
CAFOD’s wise advice about the importance of prayer as part of our response to the crisis was mentioned also. 
We were reminded by a number of people that there may be more needy people left in the refugee camps of the eastern 
Mediterranean; that it may be the people who (were) well-off who manage to get to Europe.  A number had seen press reports 
today that some people are deciding to return to Syria rather than stay in the bad conditions of the refugee camps, where 
friends and relatives have gone away.  This tells us something about how bad things are in the camps. 
Others shared the reflection that seeing the enormity of the problem can have the effect of making it difficult to decide what 
to do.  The way forward might be to bypass the organisations and try to get down to the personal level – wouldn’t it be great 
if someone knew someone who needed help.  We could start with them, whether they are in Syria or in Plymouth.   
As you see, a lot of wisdom and insight was shared – and it only took us an hour to do it!  We are taking a few days to digest 
what we learnt and I will be proposing a next step during the coming week.  In the meantime I’d like to encourage anyone 
reading this who has further insights to share them, ideally in writing to Fr. Francis (contact details are elsewhere on the 
newsletter) 
 


