
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Gertrude  
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Edmund 
Saturday Presentation of Our Lady 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Philip Lewis; Ken Mills; George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; William Kennard; Robert Dundas; 
Marjorie Coleman; Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris; Dora Southwort; Petronel Ferens; 

George Stuart;  Arabella Kelso; Dorothy Mellow; Octavius Hewings; Mildred Beard; 
Walter Herring-Mason; William Tolley; Kathleen Baker; Mani Le Forse; Hilda May; 

Bertha Waller; Stephen Elliott; Margaret Cork; 
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

15th November, 2015 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p. 157 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £57.80 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £256.01 £45.00 

Second £20.00  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £50.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £41.60 £16.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.33 £24.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £30.94 

 

Parish Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis 
It was a great blessing to be at the 
parish meeting called last Tuesday 
to progress our response to the 
Syrian refugee crisis:  It was 
wonderfully uplifting to witness 
such eagerness to put our Christian 
love into practise with such 
animation, imagination and 
generosity.  Fr. Francis produced a 

booklet of notes in preparation for the meeting; copies are available either in 
print or via email to anyone who would like one.  (Please refer also to the 
notes of our first meeting contained in the Newsletter of 18th October which 
describes why we are approaching the issue in this way) 
Many people stepped forward to do background preparation or to organise 
events.  The following are the actions which have been agreed so far: 

• There will be a second collection at Masses on the weekend of 
21/22 November.  Fr. Francis would be pleased to hear from 
parishioners about whether this should be a regular event, and if 
so, how often. 

• There will be a fund-raising event in South Brent in January 
• There will be an auction of promises at the Abbey date tbc  
• The next meeting of the group (all welcome) will be at Our Lady of 

Lourdes and St. Petrock, Ashburton, on 10th December at 7:15 p.m.  
To give expression to the parish’s view that prayer is a most 
important response to this crisis, the meeting will begin with a 
liturgy and this will be followed by an update on progress, a sharing 
of information on the refugee situation, and making further plans for 
fundraising etc, the whole meeting to last not more than one hour. 

• Kate Goulden invites anyone to join her in a silent vigil at the Lady 
Chapel in Buckfast Abbey on Tuesdays between 10 and 1030 a.m. 

• Contact has been made with a priest in 
Antakya (Antioch) in Anatolia, Turkey, near 
the border with Syria and with the office of 
the local bishop in Iskenderun.  Over the 
next few days it should become clear 
whether this would be a viable route for the 
parish’s support.  At the same time, the 
use of Aid to the Church in Need as a 
conduit is being looked in to. 

• A page on the parish website dedicated to 
the parish’s work in this area will be 
constructed. 

• The feasibility of a parish lottery to raise 
funds for Syrian refugees is being 
investigated 

If you have a Red Box, please contact Sue 
Lethbridge (Parish APF Secretary) to 
arrange for her to do this.  Other than in 
person at the Abbey, she can be contacted 
on suelethbridge@btopenworld.com or 
07845 244 406. 
If you do not currently have a red box but 
would like to support the work that the APF 
does through its overseas missionaries, 
then please contact Sue.  The pounds and 
the pennies which are put into these boxes 

go to fund the vital 
work of the 
Catholic Church 
abroad, by bringing 
God’s love and 
hope to the poorest 
and most in need.    

 

 
 

 
Fr. Andrea Santoro, 

murdered while saying Mass 
in Anatolia in 2006 

 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
Sunday 22nd November The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for veneration in the Abbey from after the 1030 Mass until Vespers on this day.   Please join us for a holy hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time thanking Jesus for being with us and praying that all people will come to believe in Him. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; rosary 

 

Afterwards there will be a cream tea for 
all who have taken part.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Famous last words 
"Who wants to hear actors talk?" (H.M. Warner, Warner Brothers, 1927) … "I'm just glad it'll be Clark Gable who's falling 
on his face and not Gary Cooper." (Gary Cooper on his decision not to take the leading role in "Gone With The Wind.")   
…"We don't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way out." (Decca Recording Co. rejecting the Beatles, 1962.)  …"Drill 
for oil? You mean drill into the ground to try and find oil? You're crazy." (Drillers who Edwin L. Drake tried to enlist to his 
project to drill for oil in 1859)  … "Stocks have reached what looks like a permanently high plateau." (Irving Fisher, Professor 
of Economics, Yale University, 1929) …  "Everything that can be invented has been invented." (Charles H. Duell, 
Commissioner, U.S. Office of Patents, 1899.)  … "Louis Pasteur's theory of germs is ridiculous fiction." (Pierre Pachet, 
Professor of Physiology at Toulouse, 1872)   …     "The abdomen, the chest, and the brain will forever be shut from the 
intrusion of the wise and humane surgeon." (Sir John Eric Ericksen, appointed Surgeon-Extraordinary to Queen Victoria 
1873) 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
We do not know the hour or the day 
The world will not last for ever, and marriage too will end 
when one spouse dies. This week, we married people are 
reminded to reflect on the treasures of love in our life: 
romance, warmth, tenderness, joyful celebrations, 
intimate moments and the fruitfulness of our love.  Let’s 
celebrate each other, reconcile past hurts and continually 
praise God for His blessings. 
. 

Laudato Sì 
The Pope’s Encyclical on care for Creation. What it means 
for us in Devon and globally.  

Saturday 21st November 11am to 4pm 
at the Catholic Church in Totnes, TQ9 5HW 

Speakers will include Fr Kristian Paver of Totnes Parish, 
Simon Giarchi of CAFOD and Mary Conway of Justice and 
Peace Commission.  
The day is open to anyone concerned about the care of 
our planet. The event is free and we ask participants to 
bring something for a shared lunch. 
To book a place please phone 01803 863963 or email 
totnespapalletter@gmail.com  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The highlight of this week has to be the film premiere of the 
Abbey Education Department film. This was launched at the 
Schiller Hall with all the razzmatazz of the Oscars – there 
was red carpet, paparazzi, media interviews, awards! The 
Education Department had pulled out all the stops, well, 
they had pulled out the red carpet from the Bursar’s offices 
and decorated the hall with some great action shots of the 
film being made. The first ever Abbey Oscars were 
presented by the Abbot to Luke Davies, who runs Buckfast 
Abbey Media Studios, for his hours of input and effort with 
the children – and for editing the film for them – and to Miss 
Slack on behalf of the children of St Mary’s school who 
wrote, devised, filmed and starred in this epic (providing you 
can call a six minute long film an epic!). 
The children in Burrator class made the film during the 
summer term. They were given the challenge by Alison 
Gagg, Head of the Education Department, to create a film 
which would promote the Education Department to other 
schools. They started by watching the promotional film for 
another site which, it has to be said, they were not 
impressed with. They felt that the children didn’t look very 
happy and didn’t seem to be using their own words. So they 
set to work and have come up with a great film in which they 
do look very happy and, as they wrote it, it is all in their own 
words! You can see it on the Education Centre section of 
the Buckfast Abbey website: 

http://www.buckfast.org.uk/education-film-for-
schools_267.html 

We had a lovely time watching the film with friends, family 
and parishioners who had come along to witness this great 
event – and those there on the night were lucky enough to 
see some of the outtakes, or “bloopers” as the children like 
to call them, which may never be seen again. Once again, 
we have had, what must be, an almost unique experience 
at St Mary’s, courtesy of the Abbey. 

HCPT 507 Joint Services Group 
We are now taking enquiries from veterans with disabilities 
to join the Military Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 19th – 27th May, 
2016. We also welcome enquiries from potential volunteer 
helpers.   

 
To apply, or for more information please contact Richard 
Tipping on 01752  787697 or e-mail 
richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

June Cocks would like to recommend a book, “I am 
Malala,” the autobiography of the girl who was shot by the 
Taliban for campaign for girls to be allowed to go to school.  
Here’s an excerpt: 
“We human beings don't realise how great God is.  He has 
given us an extraordinary brain and a sensitive loving 
heart.  He has blessed us with two lips to talk and express 
our feelings, two eyes which see a world of colours and 
beauty, two feet which walk on the road of life, two hands 
to work for us, a nose which smells the beauty of 
fragrance, and two ears to hear the words of love. As I 
found with my ear, no one knows how much power they 
have in their each and every organ until they lose one.” 

June writes, “I found this book 
very inspiring and it gave me an 
insight on the Muslim way of life.  
I think it is a book that should be 
read by everyone !  The love  and 
forgiveness and her desire to 
help fellow human beings is 
inspiring from one so young!” 

 
  


