
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Columban 
Tuesday Martyrs of Vietnam 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Sylvester 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Laurence Donnelly; Gregory Noblet; Patience Stubbs; Nora Biggle; Bessie Davis; St. 
John Molesworth; Alfred Howe; Thomas Barry; Hazel Clarke; Elizabeth Tremlett; 
Kathleen Bond; Kenneth Litster;  Joan Jeffrey; Anne Morrin; Mary Scarrett; Diana 

Copeland; Audrey Cole; Agnes Warren Vernon; Sheila Bissett; Nina Wallis; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd November, 2015 Solemnity of Christ the King Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer I Readings p. 160 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £76.90 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £186.45 £20.00 

Second £29.63  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £47.50 £33.35 
Ashburton 10:30am £31.50 £6.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.20 £41.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £31.57 

 

Parish Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis 
This weekend there will be a second collection at all Masses for Syrian 
refugees.  This is the first of the efforts which the parish has decided to 
undertake in response to Pope Francis’ request that all parishes in Europe 
do something for Syrian refugees.   
The second collection today will be sent to the charity Aid to the Church in 
Need to pass on to their partners on the ground in Syria.  Here are some 
words from their latest report, to give you an idea of how your donation will 
be used.   
“Even before the current crisis, Aid to the Church in Need was helping 
Hassake’s destitute Christians, providing emergency help (fuel, oil, gas, 
electricity, rent costs) and medical aid for displaced families in Hassake and 
Aleppo. 
Sister Annie Demerjian, who oversees ACN aid, said: ‘The families in 
Hassake are in great need.  They have to go without power and water for 
days on end.  Many of them don’t even have enough to eat.  Hassake is a 
forgotten city….In the past year we had to resort to a ruse.  We wanted to 
send more than 600 anoraks for children and young people by buss to 
Hassake.  But we were warned that IS could confiscate the goods if it was 
evident that they were coming from Christians for Christians.  We were 
therefore helped by friendly Muslims who entered the name of a Muslim as 
the sender and a Muslim as the recipient on the delivery note.  It worked’.” 

 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
Sunday 22nd November 

 The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for veneration in the Abbey from after the 1030 Mass until Vespers on this day.   Please join us for a holy hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time thanking Jesus for being with us and praying that all people will come to believe in Him. 
 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; rosary 

 

Followed by a cream tea….  

Here is a picture of Sister Annie with the child 
of one of the families she is helping.  In Aleppo 
the Sisters are helping 600 families with 
clothing, food, gas or anything else they need 
to survive. 
Copies of the report are available at 
http://www.acnuk.org/data/files/resources/112
6/ACN_SYRIA_Crisis-Deepens-in-Syria.pdf 
and printed copies are available in the 
churches of the parish. 
 

Syrian refugee appeal: other ways of helping 
Previous newsletters have recorded the progress of discussions in the 
parish; last week there was a list if activities taking place in the near future.  
In addition to these, a parishioner who is already working with refugees 
locally has offered to collect and pass on items which they desperately 
need: Mary Shepherd will gladly take (for any refugees, including Syrians): 
 

good second hand clothing (that which fits the average young 
man is most needed), bedding, toiletries (including feminine 
hygiene products), crockery and kitchenware and indeed 
anything to set up a home.   
Fr. Francis will be happy to pass such items on to Mary; likewise, you can pass them to the Stewards in the Abbey Church 
at any time convenient to you and they will find their way to Mary.  
All these things will go to the Devon and Cornwall Refugee Support Centre in Plymouth who are looking for volunteers: 
  http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

A man had been driving all night and by morning was still far from his destination. He decided to stop at the next city he 
came to, and park somewhere quiet so he could get an hour or two of sleep.   As luck would have it, the quiet place he 
chose happened to be on one of the city's major jogging routes. No sooner had he settled back to snooze when there came 
a knocking on his window. He looked out and saw a jogger running in place. "Yes?"      "Excuse me, sir," the jogger said, 
"do you have the time?"  The man looked at the car clock and answered, "8:15". The jogger said thanks and left. The man 
settled back again, and was just dozing off when there was another knock on the window and another jogger. "Excuse me, 
sir, do you have the time?"  "8:25!" The jogger said thanks and left. Now the man could see other joggers passing by and 
he knew it was only a matter of time before another one disturbed him. To avoid the problem, he got out a pen and paper 
and put a sign in his window saying, "I do not know the time!" Once again he settled back to sleep. He was just dozing off 
when there was another knock on the window. "Sir, sir? It's 8:45!." 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings: 
Feast of Christ the King   Called to be a kingdom of love  
In our sacramental relationship we are called to be a ‘kingdom 
of love’. Just as God’s kingdom is for all, so our marriages are 
not private relationships. We are a ‘sign’ for all, especially for 
our children where truth, life, holiness, grace, justice, desire, 
passion, tenderness, joy and peace reign. It sounds a tall 
order - but not with God!  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

‘Tis the season, at St Mary’s School, when the choir really 
comes into its own. Currently twenty-three of our seventy-
four children are giving up two of their lunch breaks every 
week to practise for our Carol Concert which is being held 
in the Abbey on Wednesday 16th December at 4 o’clock. 
However, their first official “engagement” is a week on 
Friday (4th December at 7.30pm) when they will be joining 
the Newton Abbot Orchestra at St Luke’s Church in 
Buckfastleigh to sing at the Rotary Club Christmas Concert. 
I believe this is the third year they have been invited to do 
this and we are lucky that our staff willingly give up their own 
free time not just to run the Choir Club but also to take the 
children to such events. (By the way, tickets cost £6 each, 
for more details call 01364 643546). They have also 
recorded a hymn for a BBC competition and they will be 
singing at two or three local events and residential homes 
in the coming weeks. So a busy time at St Mary’s for the 
musical ones! 
The downside of all this singing and practising is that, 
people like me, who only catch snatches of any song at any 
one time, spend a lot of December “pom, pom, pomming” 
along to tunes. You know what I mean, where you only know 
three words and maybe two lines of the tune and you spend 
a lot of time doing this … “Shine, Jesus, shine …pom pom 
pom pom p-pom pom pom pom.. (repeat!)” which, you have 
to agree, is very irritating for all concerned. I’ve been 
meaning to learn more words to that since I started at St 
Mary’s but, as you can tell, with very limited success. It 
doesn’t really matter because I tend not to go to any 
performances that our children are in as it always makes me 
cry (case in point – our recent film premiere!) and that is 
even more worrying for the children. Luckily most people are 
more hardy than I, so if you would like to hear some beautiful 
singing, hang around St Mary’s School Choir at Christmas! 

 

HCPT 507 Joint Services 
Group 

We are now taking enquiries from 
veterans with disabilities to join 
the Military Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
19th – 27th May, 2016. We also 
welcome enquiries from potential 
volunteer helpers.   

 
To apply, or for more information 
please contact Richard Tipping on 
01752  787697 or e-mail 
richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Advent Service of Light 
Ashburton 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 1st December  

South Brent 7:30 p.m. Thursday 3rd December  
 

Please come and join in this prayerful expression of the 
season of advent: a time of watchfulness and hope, 
preparing ourselves to greet our newborn saviour. 
 

Members of other Christian churches have been invited, so 
please come and help to welcome them. 

 

 

Enquiries are 
invited from any 
flower arrangers 
who would be 
interested in joining 
the band of 
dedicated labourers 

who enhance the beauty of the Abbey Church with 
their floral works of art.  
Please make contact  
with Br. Daniel,  
Sacristan, on 01364  
645622 or by  
leaving a message  
with the Stewards  
on duty  
in the Abbey.  


