
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Andrew 
Tuesday Advent 

Wednesday Advent 
Thursday St. Francis Xavier 

Friday Advent 
Saturday Advent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Roger Burke; Sean Bass-Twitchell; Nora Prosser; Hilda Goddard; Madeleine Batten; 
Elizabeth Alison; Catherine Parr; Frederick Walters; Dom Wilfrid Schneider;  
Robert Wilshaw; Harold Truscott; Bertha Prowse; Edgar Smith; Mary Everall;  

Henry Slesser; Peter Donovan; Br. Adalbert Walsh; Catherine Cross; Nancy Carlisle; 
Dorothy Walmsley; Patrick Boston; Kay Jones; Tullius Noblet; Venessa Anne Emmett; 

Eileen Ashton; Sheila Cocks; Katie Gayton; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

29th November, 2015 First Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 82 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Advent Service of Light 
Ashburton 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesday 1st December  
 

South Brent 7:30 p.m.  
Thursday 3rd December  
 

Please come and join in this prayerful 
expression of the season of advent: a time 
of watchfulness and hope, preparing 
ourselves to greet our newborn saviour. 
 

Members of other Christian churches have 
been invited, so please come and help to 
welcome them. 

 

“Thank you for all you have done. 
 We pray for you and we ask the 
 Lord to bless you – to bless every 
 one of you who helps the Church 
 in Syria. “And I never forget, I 
 always remember what the Lord 
 himself said: If you give even just 
 a glass of water to one of mine, you have given it to me and you have 
done a great thing; a very beautiful act. “So what you are doing is 
giving a glass of water – and a little more – and the Lord will see that 
and will bless you. “And we bless you – we ask him to bless you and 
give you happiness in your life, health, serenity, and give you also the 
joy of being with him now and forever. Amen.” 
Archbishop Jean-Clement Jeanbart, Melkite Archbishop of Aleppo 

Last week’s collections First Second 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £73.57 £20.00 £77.00 £5.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £192.70 £21.00 £54.34 £265.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £35.00 £22.85 £52.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.38 £21.92 £0.00 £122.85 
South Brent 9 a.m. £28.20 £52.00 £20.92 £164.32 
Total extra through gift aid   £34.44   £139.29 

 
Thank you very much for these donations and especially for your spectacular 
generosity in favour of the Syrian refugees.  The total giving comes to 
£761.43, and thank you to those who were able and willing to gift aid; as you 
see, that added another £139 to the total. 
As Fr. Francis mentioned at our meetings, Fr. Abbot has agreed that the 
monastic community will match anything raised by the parish, so the total we 
will be sending to Aid to the Church in Need for displaced persons in Syria at 
this time will be £1,661.86. 
What a great beginning to our parish’s efforts to respond to Pope Francis plea 
that we help Syrian refugees.  Look out for further announcements of other 
fundraising efforts and collections.  In the meantime, here are some words of 
thanks from a bishop in Syria to all who help them through Aid to the Church 
in Need: 

 

 

Plymouth CAST, Human Resource 
Advisor x3, P/T, permanent (2/3 days 
per week)Salary range: £21k- £25k pro 
rata, per annum. You will provide an 
effective HR service – reviewing current 
HR practice, ensure effective policy 
implementation, and contribute to the 
development and revision of CAST wide 
HR policies. You will be a key point of 
contact for School Governors, leadership 
teams and administration staff, and 
provide advice and practical support on all 
aspects of HR practice.  You’ll hold a 
degree, with a CIPD qualification or a 
commitment to study for relevant 
qualifications. Experience in the education 
sector is desirable, not essential. You’ll 
have great communication skills, be 
empathetic, and possess the ability to 
nurture effective working relationships.  
To request an application form please 
email karen.grute@plymouthcast.org.uk 
Closing date: 10th December at 12 noon. 
Interview date: 16th December 2015.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with 
laughter” (Job 8:21) 

It was the beginning of 
December. Their trip had gone 
reasonably well, and the family, 
ready to return home, had arrived 
at the airport. The airport had 
turned a tacky red and green, and 
loudspeakers blared annoying 
elevator renditions of cherished 
Christmas carols. Going to check 
in their luggage they noticed 
hanging mistletoe over the weigh 
in-scale. Not real mistletoe, but 
very cheap plastic with red paint 
on some of the rounder parts and 
green paint on some of the flatter 
and "pointier" parts. The little boy 
in the family piped up and said, 
"Why is that mistletoe hanging up 
there?" Without missing a beat, 
the father replies, "Well, my 
guess is so you can kiss your 
luggage goodbye." 
  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Readers – we have work to do! No, not your normal nine-to-
five job, nor the never ending task, at this time of year, of 
trying to get people to see past the glitz and tinsel and 
remember the true meaning of Christmas.  
No, this is a one off request in addition to both those things. 
It may be tedious and it may mean you need to acquire new 
skills to do it – but you need to go on to the Radio Devon 
website and vote for St Mary’s School Choir in the Star for 
Christmas competition! We have reached the final eight but 
to win we need to get as many votes from the public as 
possible. Our entry for the competition will be played on the 
Sunday breakfast show between 8.15 - 8.25am.   If you 
don’t manage to listen live, then you can listen again 
anytime online at www.bbc.co.uk/radiodevon. 
You will be able to vote online from 6am on Monday 30th 
November until 4pm on Thursday 3rd December through 
the BBC website http://bbc.in/1vPOE1c.  If you aren’t 
already registered you will need to do this before voting, as 
people can only vote once.  
The winning school will sing live in Exeter Cathedral and be 
recorded for the service which will be broadcast on 
Christmas Day on Radio Devon. The children are very 
excited and are, obviously, the best singers. but it is votes 
that count! Feel free to cajole, persuade, even harass 
(okay, maybe not actually harass …) other people to get 
them to vote and remember time is short! Thank you. 
PS Make sure you vote for St Mary’s School BUCKFAST as 
there is another St Mary’s School in the competition. 

Emotional blackmail from Fr. 
Francis: Please remember that, 
being a rural school, St. Mary’s 
has just 75 pupils, so compared 
to much larger city schools they 
have far fewer devoted aunties, 
uncles and cousins to vote for 
them.  So were asking you to  

make a special effort to support them, not just because, 
by all accounts, they deserve to win, but so that they 
don’t suffer from this numerical disadvantage. 

Solemnity of Christ the King; Parish Holy Hour 
Last Sunday afternoon a good number of parishioners 
enjoyed a quiet, prayerful time of adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament, with meditiations and prayers 
interspersed with hymns and periods of silence.  The wise 
words of Blessed John Henry Newman, and the Popes, 
Saint John XXIII and Saint John Paul II drew us more 
closely into the presence of the Lord, so that before we 
knew it, we were rounding off with Benediction and then 
strolling off together to find a little feast prepared by the 
Grange and delivered with quiet efficiency by Yusuf.  In the 
interests of peace between different traditions, people were 
left to decide for themselves that all-important question: 
cream then jam, or jam then cream??? 

 

Syrian refugee appeal: other ways of helping 
Fr. Francis has been delighted to pass on three big bags – 
one handed in to the Abbey and two to the church in 
Ashburton – full of clothes and other items for the refugee 
centre in Plymouth.  Please keep them coming!  Need to 
clear a space in the wardrobe for that new Christmas 
sweater?  Crockery you never use gathering dust in the 
back of a cupboard?  Why wait for spring-cleaning!  There’s 
a refugee in Plymouth who’s hoping for your kindness and 
generosity. (And don’t forget: it would really help them if 
you could afford to buy an extra tube of toothpaste or an 
extra bar of soap to pop in the bag as well). 
 

Here’s another idea about how to help, courtesy of Sr. 
Christina Nunn, for all you great knits out there! 
“Several of us here (at Ware Carmel) are supporting Knit 
for Peace (www.knitforpeace.org.uk ). They are based in 
London and are appealing for anything knitted in WOOL 
(not acrylics) to send out to Kurdistan where there are 1.8 
m refugees from Syria and Iran mainly driven out by IS. 
Last winter 6,000 froze to death, Isn't that horrific. They 
have found a way to get things out there on a rolling 
programme so that as soon as they have a load it is sent. 
They only request new knits. The reason for wool is that 
even when wet it still remains warm. It certainly helps to 
think we can do something. The website is worth a look and 
if there are any knitters or crochet-ers in the parish who use 
Ravelry there is a group there. I thought you might like to 
publicize this. They are happy to accept anything from hats 
and scarves to knitted squares or blankets, or clothes for 
any age group.” 

As always in the run-up to Christmas, there are some extra events in the parish, so it 
may be helpful to give a list of diary dates in advance.  From past experience, they 
promise to be lovely occasions, so please join us if you can: 

Tues 1st December 7:30 p.m. Service of Light at Ashburton 
Thursday 3rd December 7.30 p.m. Service of Light at South Brent 
Tuesday 8th December 2 p.m. Blessing of the crib at Ashburton 
Thursday 10th December 2 p.m. Blessing of the crib at Buckfastleigh 
Thursday 10th December 7.15 p.m. ½ hour prayer vigil for Syrian refugees followed 

by appeal meeting. Ashburton 
Friday 11th December 2 p.m. Blessing of the crib at South Brent 
Wednesday 16th December 4 p.m. St. Mary’s School Carol Service in the Abbey 

   

 

STOODLEY KNOWLE SCHOOL 
FINAL AUCTION The final auction of 
school equipment, memorabilia, china 
etc will take place on Wednesday 9th 
December. There are viewing days of 
ALL ITEMS at Stoodley on the 5th, 7th 
and 8th December, from 10 – 4pm. The 
auction will be on line and for further 
details please see 
www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings: First Sunday 
of Advent Jeremiah’s joy reminds us of the 
weeks before our wedding, a time when we 
were deeply aware of our love for one 
another.  Since then, many cares have 
threatened to divert us from that love and it 
has sometimes been necessary to make a 
special effort to share, listen and forgive to 
keep the star of our love burning brightly. 
 


