
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Ambrose 
Tuesday Immaculate Conception 

Wednesday Advent 
Thursday Advent 

Friday Advent 
Saturday Advent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Edith Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; Margaret Fennell; Edward Phillipps; Beryl Gompertz; 
Margaret Sawdye; Edith Major; Anne Leitch; Johanna Beck; Mary Wood; Mary Shea; 
Frederick Ratcliff; Thomas Morrin; Lena French; Mary Kennard; Florence Lewis; Henry 
Schiller; Abbot Placid Hooper; Dom Adam Hamilton; Emily Hare; Reginald Middleton; 

Arthur Salter; Dorothy Whileblood; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

6th December, 2015 Second Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p. 84 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
Phil Nunn  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £73.60 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £224.55 £50.00 

Second £10.72  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £36.20 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.80 £16.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £11.00 £48.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £40.69 

There was a further donation to the Syrian 
refugee appeal in South Brent of £25 plus £5 gift 
aided.  This brings the total to £1718.11 

 

Please come and join in one or more of the crib 
blessings this week if you can.  They are simple 
and brief, but very charming services, enhanced 
by the presence of the children and staff of St. 
Mary’s School who have prepared the cribs.  
 

Crib Blessing Services - All begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 8th Dec. Ashburton 
Thursday 10th Dec. Buckfastleigh 

Friday 11th Dec. South Brent 
 

 

Next week there will be 
a second collection for 
Christmas flowers 

The people who have been able to take 
part in our parish meetings about helping 
Syrian refugees will remember that we 
recognised the importance of supporting 
them with our prayers as much as with 
our material resources. To this end we 
continue our outreach this week with a ‰ 
hour prayer vigil at the church of Our 
Lady of Lourdes and St. Petrock, 
Ashburton.  Patrick Nuttgens has kindly 
put together a service of prayer and 
reflection, reaching back into the earliest 
times recorded in the Old Testament for 
the first signs of God  
After prayer, over a cup of coffee in the 
meeting room there, we will review our 
work so far, including your generosity in 
the second collection a couple of weeks 
ago and your ongoing gifts of clothes and 
other items to the refugee centre in 
Plymouth, and further develop our plans 
for the future. 
Everyone is very welcome; it doesn
matter if you
meetings.  Join us, please, on  

 

Thursday 10th December at 7:15 p.m. 

 
Ruined church in Homs 

The Peace Light will be 
in South Brent’s St. 
Petroc’s Church on 
Wednesday 16th 
December at 6.30 p.m.  
Everyone welcome.  
Please bring a candle. 
Now in its 29th year, the 
Peace Light from 
Bethlehem campaign 
was originally organised 

by the Austrian Broadcasting Company. Since 1986 there has been a great 
deal of co-operation between Scouts and Guides in many countries which 
has allowed the light to travel throughout Europe, and on to North America, 
Mexico and Canada . Each year, a child from Upper Austria kindles a flame 
from the "Eternal Flame" from the Nativity Grotto in Bethlehem where 
Jesus was born. The light is then flown to Austria from where it is 
distributed at a Service of Dedication to delegations from across Europe 
who take it back, with a message of Peace, to their own countries for use 
at ecumenical services throughout the Continent. In past years the light 
has been presented to Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, Pope 
Francis, Mikhail Gorbachov, and others. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

It was coming up to Christmas and the Judge was in a jolly frame of 
mind. "Now then, please tell me, what is the charge against you?"  "I 
was caught doing my Christmas shopping very early." replied the man 
in the dock. "That doesn't seem like an offence to me. What do you 
mean by 'very early? "Well, your Honour." said the defendant, "It was 
before the shop was open."  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

An important week at St Mary's! 
Alas! Our choir did not win the Star for Christmas 
competition, but thank you to everyone who took the time to 
register and vote for us and wish us well. Having looked at 
the website for the winning school, we were never really in 
with a chance – Cockington have seventeen classes and 
have more children start in their school each year than we 
have in total! That’s an awful lot more people, with close 
family ties to the children, available to vote. It’s a shame but 
we have enjoyed the excitement and I know people have 
enjoyed listening to our entry. The children had relatively 
little time to reflect on their loss as, on Friday night, they 
sang at the Rotary Christmas Concert where I know they 
will have been very much appreciated. 
Elsewhere, at St Mary’s this week, the children in Burrator 
marked an important day in the school with a Victorian Day. 
One hundred and twenty-two years ago on Friday (that’s 4th 
December 1893, to save you taking your shoes and socks 
off to work it out) the first children were registered at St 
Mary’s. Twenty-four of them, ranging in age from two to nine 
years, started in December and were joined by some older 
children, the oldest being thirteen years old, in the January. 
By the end of 1894, the numbers had more than doubled. 
The children in Burrator took on the persona of one of the 
children in the 1901 picture in Hilary Beard’s book and were 
called by that name all day and researched as much 
information about “their” child as they could. One of the 
children, Wilfred Ford, was the great uncle of the Teaching 
Assistant in the class, Mrs Bradford, and he started in the 
school on 19th January 1894 at the age of three. So 
often history is closer than you may realise! 
 

Syrian refugee appeal: other ways of helping 
Fr. Francis has been delighted to pass on very many more 
bags and boxes of clothes and other items for the refugee 
centre in Plymouth.  Please keep them coming! They can 
be left for him in any of the churches in the parish or handed 
to the stewards in the Abbey. 
Need to clear a space in the wardrobe for that new 
Christmas sweater?  Crockery you never use gathering 
dust in the back of a cupboard?  Why wait for spring-
cleaning!  There’s a refugee in Plymouth who’s hoping for 
your kindness and generosity. (And don’t forget: it would 
really help them if you could afford to buy an extra tube of 
toothpaste or an extra bar of soap to pop in the bag as well). 

Advent Services of Light 
It was lovely to see such good numbers attending the 
Services of Light held in the churches at Ashburton and 
South Brent last week and to welcome our brothers and 
sisters in Jesus from the other churches, including the 
Methodist Minister of Ashburton and the Vicar of South 
Brent.  All expressed delight at the charming simplicity of 
the events, beginning in darkness with the reading of the 
story of Adam and Eve. In Ashburton, Carol Davies kindly 
carried the Advent Wreath in procession at the beginning 
of the service. In both churches, the gradual lighting of the 
candles as the readings brought us through the prophecies 
of Isaiah to the birth of our Saviour was a lovely symbol of 
the way the Light of the World can enlighten our hearts if 
we let Him. 
Both congregations were most  
generous in the collections  
for charity: in Ashburton for the  
homeless and in South Brent for 
Children’s Hospice South West.  
Our thanks go to those who  
organised these services and to 
those who provided delicious refreshments. 
 

 

STOODLEY KNOWLE SCHOOL FINAL AUCTION  
 

The final auction of school equipment, memorabilia, china 
etc will take place on Wednesday 9th December.  
There are viewing days of ALL ITEMS at Stoodley on the 
5th, 7th and 8th December, from 10 – 4pm.  
The auction will be on line and for further details please see 
www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  
Second Sunday of Advent  
Smoothing out rough ways…to welcome You 
Paul speaks of our ‘partnership in the Gospel’ and prays that 
our love continues growing.  He wants us to ‘come to true 
discernment’ about our choices.  Luke’s Gospel challenges 
us as married couples: are we enabling each other to 
‘prepare a way for the Lord’? Are there ‘paths’ that need 
‘straightening’ or ‘rough’ attitudes/behaviours that need to 
be made smooth? 

Plymouth CAST, Human Resource Advisor 
x3, P/T, permanent (2/3 days per week)Salary 
range: £21k- £25k pro rata, per annum. You 
will provide an effective HR service – reviewing 
current HR practice, ensure effective policy 
implementation, and contribute to the 
development and revision of CAST wide HR 
policies. You will be a key point of contact for 
School Governors, leadership teams and 
administration staff, and provide advice and 
practical support on all aspects of HR practice.  
You’ll hold a degree, with a CIPD qualification or 
a commitment to study for relevant qualifications. 
Experience in the education sector is desirable, 
not essential. You’ll have great communication 
skills, be empathetic, and possess the ability to 
nurture effective working relationships.  
To request an application form please email 
karen.grute@plymouthcast.org.uk 
Closing date: 10th December at 12 noon. 
Interview date: 16th December 2015.  
 

All are most welcome to join St. 
Mary’s School for their Carol 
Service, on Wednesday 16th 
December at 4 p.m.  in the Abbey 

 

In a new book (cover pictured to the left), David Wells 
offers more thought-provoking and inspirational insights 
into scripture, based on his own experience.  Drawing 
deep spiritual lessons from, among other things, a 
Christmas tree, a pair of shoes and a poignant note 
written by a mother to her son, David’s words are often 
laugh-out-loud hilarious, sometimes moving, and always 
inspirational. 

 


