
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. John of the Cross 

Tuesday – 
Saturday Advent 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Margaret Carroll; Henry Southworth; Robin Lindsay Smith; Julia Rundle; Florence 
Stancombe; Frederick Caddy; Francis Pilkington; Br. Matthias Westaway; William Bell; 

Bob Lewis; Dom Henry Hoskin; Dom Edmund Boussard; Charles Boyce; Edward 
Gerace; Justin Pope; Pamela Mason; Dom Paulinus Angold; Dorothy Burke; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

13th December, 2015 Third Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer I Readings p. 87 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
Phil Nunn  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Syrian refugee appeal: other ways of 
helping 
• Kate Goulden welcomes you to 

join her in a silent prayer vigil 
between 10 and 10.30 a.m. on 
Tuesdays at the Lady Chapel in 
the Abbey. 

• Clothes, toiletries, kitchen and 
other household equipment can 
be donated to the refugee centre 
in Plymouth by leaving it with the 
stewards in the Abbey or giving 
it to Fr. Francis. 

• Sr. Christina Nunn and others 
are supporting Knit for Peace 
(www.knitforpeace.org.uk ). 
They are based in London and 
are appealing for anything 
knitted in WOOL (not acrylics) to 
send out to Kurdistan where 
there are 1.8 m refugees from 
Syria and Iran mainly driven out 
by IS. 

• Why not organise a fundraising 
event?  We’re hoping to have 
something each month in a 
different part of the parish.  Let 
Fr. Francis know what you come 
up with so that we can support 
you. 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £48.85 £24.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £173.61 £20.00 

Second £14.50  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £43.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £47.10 £11.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £48.00 £31.50 
Total extra through gift aid   £30.07 

 

 

This weekend there will be a 
second collection for 
Christmas flowers 

A number of us braved the cold and darkness to travel to our church in 
Ashburton last Thursday evening to pray for all refugees and particularly for 
all those who are displaced from their homes in Syria, either within the 
country itself or further afield.  Our thanks go to Patrick Nuttgens for putting 
together some thoughts and prayers based on the journeys of Abraham 
recorded in the Old Testament, as he followed the call of God to leave his home 
and the comfort of all that was familiar, to journey into the unknown in search 
of the land of God s promise.  Those who travel a similar route today are forced 
by an imperative less trustworthy than the urgings of God; it s our duty as 
Christians to try to make their destination something like the promised-land, 
flowing with milk and honey. 
After prayers we spent a little time reviewing what our parish has achieved so 
far and planning for the weeks and months ahead.  We rejoiced in the 
generosity of the parish and monastery in raising over £1,700 in the second 
collection  a couple of weeks ago.  The feeling of the meeting was that we should 
make this a regular event, about once a month. We also applauded the 
generosity of those who have given clothes and other items for the refugee 
centre in Plymouth.  Fr. Francis estimated that he had passed on more than 
thirty bags and boxes so far.    
Thinking ahead, we heard that the School of the Annunciation are considering 
how they might contribute to this appeal; we heard of progress with a fund-
raising event in South Brent in January and of an auction of promises being 
prepared for early 2016.  Mike Lang, who has experience of running small 
lotteries, kindly offered to look into the running one for this appeal. 
We plan to meet again for a short prayer vigil and progress meeting on 
Thursday 21st January at 7.15 p.m. at the Violet Evelyn Hall. 

Peace Light Service at St. Petroc’s 
Church, South Brent 

Wednesday 16th December 6.30 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. 

Please bring a candle. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

You’ve seen this one before, but I think it deserves another airing:  It was coming up to Christmas and Sammy asked his mum 
if he could have a new bike. So, she told him that the best idea would be to write to Santa Claus. But Sam, having just played 
a vital role in the school nativity play, said he would prefer to write to the baby Jesus. So his mum told him that would be fine. 
Sam went to his room and wrote ' Dear Jesus, I have been a very good boy and would like to have a bike for Christmas.' But 
he wasn't very happy when he read it over. So he decided to try again and this time he wrote 'Dear Jesus, I'm a good boy most 
of the time and would like a bike for Christmas.' He read it back and wasn't happy with that one either. He tried a third version. 
'Dear Jesus, I could be a good boy if I tried hard and especially if I had a new bike.' He read that one too, but he still wasn't 
satisfied.  
 So, he decided to go out for a walk while he thought about a better approach. After a short time he passed a house with a 
small statue of the Virgin Mary in the front garden. He crept in, stuffed the statue under his coat, hurried home and hid it under 
the bed. Then he wrote this letter. 'Dear Jesus, If you want to see your mother again, you'd better send me a new bike.' 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Once again we are heading flat out for Christmas! I hope 
that those of you who were able to join the children for the 
Crib Blessing in each parish this week, enjoyed the service 
with them. It is an important chance for our children to visit 
the different parish churches as each class goes to a 
different one each year.  
The choir have been out and about singing, this time at the 
Christmas Fair in Buckfastleigh, to great applause. Next 
week they will be taking a leading role at our Carol Service 
which is due to be held in the Abbey at 4 o’clock on 
Wednesday (16th December). Afterwards we will all be 
returning to our lovely school hall for refreshments and for 
the draw of the Friends of St Mary’s Raffle. Please join us if 
you can. 
We will also be holding an “Xmas Xtravaganza” (sorry about 
the name, my fault, I had to come up with something at very 
short notice!) on Friday afternoon. There will be 
refreshments, Christmas stalls and games for the children 
to play before we can finally collapse in a big heap on the 
floor ready for Christmas! This year it is quite a treat as we 
finish almost a full week before the big day – people may 
even be feeling slightly refreshed by the time Christmas 
actually arrives. 
Before that moment comes, we have a theatre trip booked 
for the children - Theatre Alibi are coming to the school to 
perform Olive and the Dream Train, plus a practice in the 
Abbey for the Carol Service, statutory lift checks (who 
arranged that for such a manic week?!), more practising at 
the Abbey for the Carol Service, the Carol Service itself, a 
visit from the speech and language therapist, a FabLab 
workshop for Fernworthy class with Plymouth College of 
Arts, the choir singing at St Andrew’s House in Ashburton, 
Secret Santa for staff with mince pies and cream, Christmas 
dinner at St Cuthbert’s and finally the Xmas Xtravaganza. I 
told you we were going flat out! 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  
Third Sunday of Advent         Rejoice in God’s gift 
Today we are invited to ‘Rejoice’ and recognise ‘God is in 
our midst’. This theme of celebration is manifest in our love 
and acceptance of each other.  Though our life will fade with 
the passing years, the love we have for each other will 
continue to grow.  We are always God’s delight, His gift to 
His people. 

Fr. Francis would like to thank  
the pupils and staff of St. Mary’s  
School for setting up and  
decorating the cribs in  
St. Benedict’s, Our Lady of Lourdes  
& St. Petrock’s and St. Dunstan’s  
churches and for the work which each of the three 
classes do to prepare a liturgy of blessing and then 
lead the meditations and prayers and of course for 
their beautiful singing.  Even the youngest children did 
their very best to read out for us the Christmas story – 
a daunting task when you are four years old in 
unfamiliar surroundings and in front of not only the 
whole class, but parents and parishioners too.  And Fr. 
Francis, who was able to attend each of the blessings, 
was able to see how these first hesitant beginnings 
would soon blossom into confident and mindful speech 
as the children progress up through the school. 
For those of us who attended it was a moving 
experience, to hear these age-old truths proclaimed 
anew to us on such young lips.  We pray that it was an 
experience which had an equally memorable effect on 
the children themselves, nurturing the seed of 
Christian life and love planted in their hearts by their 
parents and nourished by the wonderfully dedicated 
Headteacher and staff of St. Mary’s School 
p.s. some parishioners took the opportunity to tell Miss 
Slack that they thought St. Mary’s Choir should have 
won the BBC Radio Devon competition if success had 
been based on merit rather than on size.  I’m sure that 
we who heard the children singing beautifully – and in 
parts – this week would heartily agree. 
 All are most welcome to join St. 

Mary’s School for their Carol 
Service, on Wednesday 16th 
December at 4 p.m.  in the 

Abbey  

 

Catholic Children’s Society newsletter, Children First is 
available after Mass or @ www.ccsplymouth.org.uk . 
Follow us on Facebook @puttingchildrenfirst and on Twitter 
@ccs_plymouth Thank you for your support in 2015. 
Season’s greetings from the staff and trustees.  

Times of Christmas Masses in this Parish 
24th December 

9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
11:30 p.m. Abbey (Mass begins at midnight) 

25th December 
9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel,& 

South Brent 
9:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 

10:30 a.m. Abbey 
 


