
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Gladys Robinson; Thomas James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; Anne Saunders;  
Mgr. Charles Smith; Bessie Jefferey; Dom Anthony de Guingand; Dom Mark Strahl; 
Frederick Willington; Agnes Northcott; Mary Berington; Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker;  

John Stuart; Abbot Anscar Vonier; John Scarrett; Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon;  
St. George Delisle Gray; Dom Henry Lindeman; Paul Witt; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

20th December, 2015 Fourth Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 90 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”       
Please pray for those 

who are sick: 
Jean Elton 

Geraldine Thompson 
Alan Hitchcock 

Phil Nunn 
Mike Ashton 
Val Stanley 
Pat Hedges 

 

If you or someone you 
know would like to be 
included here, please 

contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 
Last week’s collections First Second 
  Gift Aided  

Abbey 9 a.m. £55.85 £10.00 £39.15 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £265.08 £35.00 £35.01 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £45.00 £32.85 £31.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £26.74 £18.92 £30.55 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.32 £29.00 £26.81 
Total extra through gift aid   £31.44   

So the second collection for Christmas flowers raised 
£162.52, thank you. 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Scripture Readings: 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Today we hear of Mary’s time away visiting Elizabeth. This 
might remind us of times we face spending extended periods 
on our own. At first it may seem liberating, but loneliness can 
soon kick in. How loving then our return home is! Maybe the 
challenge here is ensuring that demonstrating our love and 
affection is not restricted to such occasions. 
Christmas Day (Midnight Mass)  

As we celebrate God’s gift of His Son Jesus, we give 
each other gifts as tokens of our love: but do we 
recognise the beauty of our own humanity and the 
gift of our spouse? Let us thank God today for the 
joy, fun, humour, gentleness and sensitivity we 
experience through our husband/wife and each of 
our family and friends. 

 

Catholic Children’s Society newsletter, Children First is available after Mass or 
@ www.ccsplymouth.org.uk . Follow us on Facebook @puttingchildrenfirst and 
on Twitter @ccs_plymouth Thank you for your support in 2015. Season’s 
greetings from the staff and trustees.  
 

Times of Christmas Masses in this Parish 
24th December 

9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
11:30 p.m. Abbey (Mass begins at midnight) 

25th December 
9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel & 

South Brent 
9:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 

10:30 a.m. Abbey 
 

Other Masses over the Christmas Period: 
Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. 
on the following days: 

• Thursday 24th December, Saturday 26th December  
• Monday 28th Dec. to Saturday 2nd January 

 

This will affect other Masses in the parish during 
Christmastide: 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Advent 
Tuesday Advent 

Wednesday Advent 
Thursday Advent 

Friday 

Birthday of the Lord 

 

Saturday 

St. Stephen 

 
 

Wednesday 30th   Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday 31st  South Brent 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Friday 1st Jan. Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

 
For details of other services available in the Abbey visit 
www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 645532  
 

Fr. Abbot, Fr. Francis and all the 
monastic community are most grateful 
for the many Christmas greetings they 
have received.  They wish you all the joy 
of knowing that, in Jesus, born of 
Mary, God is with us. 

And by the way: Save Your Stamps! Remember to save 
your used stamps for the Catholic Children’s Society. Post 
them to PO Box 245 Plymouth PL5 2WX. Please check the 
postage when posting items! Many thanks, your support is 
much appreciated Claire Warren 01364 645420 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

A man sent his friend a cryptic Christmas card. It said: 
ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ. The recipient 
puzzled over it for weeks, finally gave up and wrote asking 
for an explanation. In July he received the 
explanation on a postcard: "No L." 
 
And as it’s Christmas soon, we’ll have an extra one: 
A boy wanted to be Joseph in the Sunday School pageant. 
He was cast as the landlord and objected loudly, but to no 
avail. When the pageant was presented, Mary and Joseph 
knocked on the door and asked him if he had a room for 
them. The boy smiled and said, "Yes, sure. Lots of room. 
Come on in!" 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As foretold last week, the term came to an end with a flurry 
of activity. The Carol Concert was, as always, a great 
success with the children's singing winning high praise from 
all who heard them. After the service, a number of families 
came back to the school hall for refreshments and to see 
the drawing of the Friends of St Mary's Christmas raffle. One 
of our parents, Mrs Contrasti, is an absolute genius at 
creating beautiful hampers from a wide variety of objects 
donated by parents. In all there were twenty hampers 
ranging from a sweety bonanza to a "man" hamper which 
had a tool belt in pride of place at its centre (and, yes, I know 
that ladies can do DIY but I think there may have been some 
aftershave in there as well which probably sealed the deal!). 
On the last day of term, we gathered together in the 
Conference Centre for our Christmas lunch. In all, one 
hundred and thirty-seven people sat down together to enjoy 
a full turkey dinner with all the trimmings (or the vegetarian 
equivalent) and were done and dusted within the hour to 
allow the Conference Centre staff to relax and enjoy the 
start of their Christmas celebrations. We meanwhile, 
headed back to school for our "Xmas Xtravaganza" - a 
frenetic hour and a half of tombola, tail pinning (on Rudolf, 
obviously), treasure hunting (North Pole), mince pie eating 
and a number of Christmas related stalls, oh, plus "Hook a 
Duck" - nothing to do with Christmas but the children just 
like it! 
You would think that, after all that, the staff would be ready 
for a quieter life but, no, the musical ones amongst them 
spent the morning planning an event to be held in the Abbey 
next year involving a number of linked schools from 
Plymouth CAST. As always at St Mary's these ideas start 
off huge and get huger and hugerer as time goes on. That 
they could even think about it now, I put down to them all 
teetering on the brink of exhaustion, but I will keep you 
posted with progress as the event unfolds (or, probably, 
knowing us, explodes into a giant performancy thing!) 

Merry Christmas from us all at 
St. Mary’s! 

  

Syrian Refugee Crisis 
Over the next couple of weeks information will be 
included here from Mary Conway of the Diocese of 
Plymouth Justice and Peace Commission who has been 
tasked by Bishop Mark with liaising with parishes as 
they respond to the crisis: 
The National Situation 
Syrian refugees will be taken from the camps in the 
countries neighbouring Syria under the UNHCR 
Vulnerable Persons Relocation (VPR) Scheme.  
Refugees will be granted a five year humanitarian 
protection visa.  This will entitle them to access to public 
funds, the labour market and the possibility of a family 
reunion.  The first 12 months of a refugee’s resettlement 
costs would be funded by Central Government using the 
overseas aid budget. 
However, nothing has happened yet, as all councils are 
waiting for details from the Home Office and the 
Department for Communities and Local Government 
about how the scheme is going to be coordinated and 
what support will be available after the first 12 months 
for integration, accommodation, social care and health  
 

We are inspecting Torbay and 
South Devon NHS Foundation 
Trust starting from 1 February 
2016. Please tell us about 
your care at:  

§ Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital § Bovey 
Tracey Hospital § Brixham Hospital Dartmouth 
Hospital § Dawlish Hospital § Newton Abbot Hospital 
§ Paignton Hospital § Teignmouth Hospital 
§ Torbay Hospital § Totnes Hospital § Bay Tree 
House § Brunel Dental Centre § Castle Circus 
Health Centre § St Edmunds § Travistock Special 
Dental Service § Walnut Lodge  
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the 
independent health and adult social care regulator. Our 
job is to check whether hospitals, care homes, GPs, 
dentists and services in your home are meeting national 
standards. We do this by inspecting services and 
publishing our findings, helping people to make choices 
about the care they receive.  
We will look at the quality and safety of the care 
provided based on the things that matter to people. We 
will look at whether the service is:  Safe Effective  
Caring  Responsive to people’s needs  
 Well-led.  
Before an inspection we consider a lot of information to 
help us to decide what we need to look at during the 
inspection.  
Your experiences of care, and those of your family and 
friends, will help us to do this. We want to hear what you 
think at: 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/content/torbay-and-south-devon-
nhs-foundation-trust-please-share-your-
experience?trust=  
 

 

needs.  Councils are making inventories of their assets; at this point the Government is not anticipating the need to 
accommodate Syrian refugees in peoples’ homes.  
The National Refugee Welcome Board has been established “to bring together leading faith groups, educational 
organisations, unions and private sector leadership to mobilise their resources to support government and specialist 
resettlement providers for the long term.”  This group is concentrating efforts on the VPRS for Syrians and lobbying for 
private sponsorship.   
Current challenges: the hidden nature of asylum processes; narrative of good refugees versus economic migrants; 
anxieties about religious extremism; existing refugee support groups too busy to do awareness-raising, underfunded 
and needing more volunteers. 
Mary Conway, St. Boniface House, 01364 645504 mary.conway@prcdtr.org.uk  


