
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Keating; Amelia Munday; Catherine Shillabeer; Ethel Cross; Clara Sampson; 
Josephine Bellairs Walker; William Langram; Kathleen Vinden; Mary Harvey; Agnes 

Walder; John Kenny; Mary Pinney; Br Columban Wanner; Horace Stephens; Dom Martin 
Griffin; Rowena Caunter; Fr. Joseph Williams; Frank Gibbon; Helen Kenny; Margaret 

Barrack; Canon Kenneth Meiklem; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.

uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

27th December, 2015 Feast of the Holy Family Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 105 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”       
Please pray for those 

who are sick: 
Jean Elton 

Geraldine Thompson 
Alan Hitchcock 

Phil Nunn 
Mike Ashton 
Val Stanley 
Pat Hedges 

 

If you or someone you 
know would like to be 
included here, please 

contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 
Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £53.16 £24.90 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £222.77 £5.00 

Second £11.90  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £15.10 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £44.62 £13.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £48.10 £26.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £25.67 

Thank you very much indeed for your generous 
Christmas offerings.  Details will appear in next 
week’s newsletter 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Holy Innocents 
Tuesday St. Thomas Becket 

Wednesday Octave of Christmas 
Thursday Octave of Christmas 

Friday Mary Mother of God 

Saturday Ss. Basil & Gregory 
Nazianzen 

 

Times of Mass this week: 
Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. from Monday 
28th Dec. to Saturday 2nd January 
 

This will affect other Masses in the parish during Christmastide: 
 

Wednesday 30th   Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday 31st  South Brent 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Friday 1st Jan. Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

 Save Your Stamps! Remember to save your used stamps for the Catholic 
Children’s Society. Post them to PO Box 245 Plymouth PL5 2WX. Please 
check the postage when posting items! Many thanks, your support is much 
appreciated Claire Warren 01364 645420 

 

The Feast of the Holy Family 
Taken from an Address given by Blessed Pope Paul VI on 5th January, 
1964 
 

The home of Nazareth is the school where we begin to understand the life 
of Jesus – the school of the Gospel.  The first lesson we learn here is to 
look, to listen, to meditate and penetrate the meaning of this very simple, 
very humble and very beautiful manifestation of the Son of God.  May the 
silence of Nazareth teach us recollection, inwardness, the disposition to 
listen to good inspirations; may it teach us the need for a personal inner 
life, of the prayer which God alone sees in secret. 
Next, there is a lesson on family life.  May Nazareth remind us that family 
life should be communion of love; let us learn from Nazareth that the 
formation received at home is gentle and irreplaceable. 
Finally, there is the lesson of work.  Nazareth, home of the ‘Carpenter’s 
Son’, in you I would choose to understand and proclaim the severe and 
redeeming law of human work;  
here I would restore the  
awareness of the nobilityof work 
and reaffirm that work cannot  
be an end in itself, but that its  
freedom and excellence derive  
from the value of those for  
whose sake it is undertaken.   
Here at Nazareth I want to  
greet all the workers of the  
world, holding up to them their  
great pattern, their brother who 
 is God.  He is the prophet of  
all their just causes,  
Christ our Lord.  

Many hours of work 
behind the scenes 

           went into preparing 
     all the churches in the 

 parish for the Christmas season:  
           crib-builders, sacristans, florists and 
         musicians all did a lot of work before 
        and during the Masses and other 
       services to enhance our liturgy and draw 
   us into worship of the Baby Jesus.  We are 
enormously grateful to all who contributed, 
with their skills, or simply with their presence, 
to helping us all to celebrate Christmas.  In 
token of our gratitude and to celebrate what 
was achieved, some photographs appear 
around the newsletter. (This week they are 
of flowers in the Abbey and in St. Dunstan’s 
South Brent.  Next week flowers in 
Buckfastleigh and Ashburton will be 
displayed) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

And the angel of the Lord spoke to the shepherds and said, "I bring you tidings of great joy. Unto you is born a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord." "There's a problem with the angel," said a man who happened to be strolling by. As he explained 
to Joseph, angels are widely regarded as religious symbols, and the stable was on public property where such symbols 
were not allowed to land or even hover.  
Off to the side of the crowd, a Philistine was painting the Nativity scene. Mary complained that she and Joseph looked too 
tattered and worn in the picture. "Artistic license," he said. "I've got to show the plight of the haggard homeless in a greedy, 
uncaring society in winter," he quipped. "We're not haggard or homeless. The inn was just full," said Mary.  
Someone else said the use of asses and oxen as picturesque backdrops for Nativity scenes carries the subliminal 
message of human dominance. He passed out two leaflets, one denouncing manger births as invasions of animal space, 
the other arguing that stables are "penned environments" where animals are incarcerated against their will.  Signs 
declaring "Free the Bethlehem 2" began to appear, referring to the obviously exploited ass and ox. Someone said the halo 
on Jesus' head was elitist. 
A calm voice said, "Be of good cheer, Mary, you have done well and your son will change the world." At last, a sane 
person, Mary thought. She turned to see a radiant and confident female face. The woman spoke again: "There is one 
thing, though. Religious holidays are important, but can't we learn to celebrate them in ways that unite, not divide? For 
instance, instead of all this business about 'Gloria in excelsis Deo,' why not just 'Season's Greetings'?" Mary said, "You 
mean my son has entered human history to deliver the message, 'Hello, it's winter'?" "That's harsh, Mary," said the woman. 
"Remember, your son could make it big in midwinter festivals, if he doesn't push the religion thing too far. Centuries from 
now, in nations yet unborn, people will give each other pricey gifts and have big office parties on his birthday." "Let me get 
back to you," Mary said. 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Scripture Readings: 
The Holy Family  We grow, we change 
Mary and Joseph had forgotten that Jesus was growing and 
maturing into a young man! The story illustrates how subtle 
are the changes which happen in relationships.  As Mary 
and Joseph had to return to Jerusalem to find Jesus, we too 
must return to each other continually so we can grow into 
the deeply loving couple we dreamed of becoming. 
Mary, Mother of God  The enormity of our calling as 
couples 
Today we celebrate Mary as Mother of God. ‘How can this 
be?’ her initial question to the angel. How can we 
understand our calling as married couples? To be a sign of 
God’s love in the world, loving, honouring, cherishing until 
‘death do us part’ is a huge challenge. May Mary’s daily ‘yes’ 
encourage us to ‘ponder it in our hearts’ 

We are inspecting Torbay and 
South Devon NHS Foundation 
Trust starting from 1 February 
2016. Please tell us about 
your care at:  

§ Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital § Bovey 
Tracey Hospital l § Newton Abbot Hospital § Torbay 
Hospital § Totnes Hospital  
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the 
independent health and adult social care regulator. 
We will look at the quality and safety of the care 
provided based on the things that matter to people. We 
will look at whether the service is:  Safe Effective  
Caring  Responsive to people’s needs  Well-led.  
Your experiences of care, and those of your family and 
friends, will help us to do this. We want to hear what you 
think at: http://www.cqc.org.uk  
 

 

 

      
 

 


