
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom Odo Leib; Mary Sumner; Alban Atkins; Frederick Witt; Br. Alphonsus Laurent; 
Kathleen Crowley; Katherine Pruett; Edmund Sanderson; Eveline Chichester; Winifred 
Halse; Angela Burke; William Leech; Doreen Trude; Pansy Smith; Robert Everall; 
Margaret Everitt; Hester Flinton; Charles Burke; Dom Patrick Burke; Rev. Michael 

O’Brien; Henry Major; Joyce Mousley, Walter Gable; 
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

3rd January, 2016 Epiphany of the Lord Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p. 115 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Jean Elton Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 

Phil Nunn  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 

Christmas Offerings  Gift Aided 
Ashburton 9:30 p.m. £131.92 £60.00 
Abbey Midnight £561.87 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £75.10 £25.00 
Buckfastleigh 9:30 a.m. £15.70 £10.00 
Abbey 9 a.m. £120.60 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £579.40 £81.50 

Total extra through gift aid   £45.38 
Thank you, once again, for your generosity. 
 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £65.01 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £263.63 £15.00 

Second £21.60  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £42.95 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £44.00 £30.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £57.60 £19.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £26.94 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 
Monday – 
Saturday Christmastide 

 

Save Your Stamps! Remember to save your used stamps for the 
Catholic Children’s Society. Post them to PO Box 245 Plymouth PL5 
2WX. Please check the postage when posting items! Many thanks, 
your support is much appreciated Claire Warren 01364 645420 

 

 
Plymouth Diocesan 

Yearbook 2016 
Now available in the Abbey 
Bookshop, price £3.60. Well 
worth having for information 
on the Diocese and the 
parishes and many 
interesting articles about the 
life of the Church in our 
region. 

Syrian Refugee Appeal 
The Parish has received a letter from DCRS, Devon 
and Cornwall Refugee Support, to whom your 
generous donations of clothes and household 
wares have been given:  
“On behalf of the Trustees of DCRS I would like to 
thank you for your recent generous donations to 
DCRS, which is very much appreciated indeed and 
very beneficial to our service users. 
You have read in the media that Plymouth will be 
receiving some refugee families.  This could have 
an effect on our services.  At this stage we are not 
sure if we will be receiving anymore or single 
persons, but with this in mind our clothing store is 
badly in need of trainers sizes 7-9, fleeces, hoodies, 
jeans and good cooking equipment.  Perhaps you 
could kindly spread the word. 
Thank you once again for your continuing support 
of our work.” 

 
Devon & Cornwall Refugee 
Support. 
www.dcrs-plymouth.org.uk  

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Buckfast, is having a ‘Prayer 
Space’ in school on Thursday 7th and Friday 8th January.  The 
concept of ‘Prayer Spaces’ was introduced at a Plymouth CAST 
training day which staff from St Mary’s attended in November.  We 
all returned from the day inspired to use some of the ideas that we 
were introduced to, beginning with the premise that children and 
young people are naturally curious and have lots of questions about 
life.  Prayer Spaces are designed to give children & adults a chance 

for reflection, to think about 
themselves and others and some 
of the bigger questions that they 
may have about life & 
faith.  There is more information 
available on the ‘Prayer Spaces’ 
website:  
http://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/ 
 At St Mary’s we will be using our 
intervention/music room to create 
our Prayer Space, which will be 
transformed with a range of 
prayer stations, each one with a 
different focus for reflection.   A 
group of pupils at a time will be 
invited into the space over the 
two day period and there will be 
chance for parents to go in after 
school if they wish.  I would also 
like to extend the invitation to 
parishioners, if anyone would like 
to come and see what has been 
created, or you are interested in 
finding out more or helping with 
future Prayer Spaces, please 
telephone the school  on 01364 
642389. 
Nicola Slack – Head teacher at St 
Mary’s Catholic Primary School 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

The following quotes taken from the Toronto News on July 26, 1977, are 
actual statements from insurance forms where car drivers tried to 
summarize accident details in as few words as possible: Coming home I 
drove into the wrong house and collided with a tree I don't have. 
The other car collided with mine without giving warning of its intent. 
I collided with a stationary truck coming the other way. 
In my attempt to kill a fly, I drove into a telephone pole. 
I had been shopping for plants all day and was on my way home. As I 
reached an intersection, a hedge sprang up, obscuring my vision and I 
did not see the other car. 
I had been driving for forty years when I fell asleep at the wheel and had 
an accident. 
I was on my way to the doctor with rear end trouble when my universal 
joint gave way causing me to have an accident. 
My car was legally parked as it backed into the other vehicle. 
As I approached the intersection a sign suddenly appeared in a place 
where no sign had ever appeared before, making me unable to avoid the 
accident. 
I told the police I was not injured, but upon removing my hair, I found that 
I had a fractured skull. 
I was sure the old fellow would never make it to the other side of the road 
when I struck him. 
I saw a slow-moving, sad-faced old gentleman as he bounced off the 
hood of my car. 
The indirect cause of the accident was a little guy in a small car with a big 
mouth. 
I was thrown from my car as it left the road, and was later found in a ditch 
by some stray cows. 
A pedestrian hit me and went under my car. 
I thought my window was down, but I found out it was up when I put my 
head through it. 
To avoid hitting the bumper of the car in front, I struck the pedestrian. 
The guy was all over the road. I had to swerve a number of times before 
I hit him. 
The pedestrian had no idea which way to run, so I ran over him. 
An invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my car and vanished. 
A truck backed through my windshield into my wife's face. 
I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my mother-in-law, and 
headed over the embankment 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: 
The Epiphany of the Lord Gifts to each other 
Epiphany means manifestation or revealing. The Wise Men brought Jesus 
gifts: gold, revealing his kingship, frankincense his Priesthood and myrrh 
his dying. On our wedding day, and every day since, we have ‘gifted’ 
ourselves to each other, and to others, unwrapping daily the ‘gold’ of our 
love, the incense of our prayers, and the myrrh of our dying to self. 
 

We are inspecting Torbay and South Devon NHS 
Foundation Trust starting from 1 February 2016. 
Please tell us about your care at:  
 

§ Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital 
§ Bovey Tracey Hospital l § Newton Abbot Hospital § Torbay Hospital 
§ Totnes Hospital  
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the independent health and adult 
social care regulator. 
We will look at the quality and safety of the care provided based on the 
things that matter to people. We will look at whether the service is:  
Safe Effective  Caring  Responsive to people’s needs  Well-led.  
Your experiences of care, and those of your family and friends, will help us 
to do this. We want to hear what you think at: http://www.cqc.org.uk  
 

 

And in Our Lady & St. Petrock’s 
Ashburton: 

  

 

Some images of the lovely 
decorations in St. Benedict’s 
Buckfastleigh: 

 

 

 
 

 


