
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Sarah Shaw; Eric Siepmann; Stan Cocks; Laura Strickland; Baroness von Hugel; Lucy 
Floyd; Ernest Tristram; Henry Coventry; Ena Hurtley; Cornelius McManus; Henry 

Collcutt; John Woodward; Julia Mayze; Katie Bragg; Bessie Boyce; Elizabeth Chudleigh; 
Alice Medd; Violet Winstanley; Peter Gompertz; Gladys Stuart; Br. Gerard Graham; James 
Hearn; Ben Wilkins; Dame Christine Lowings OSB; Mary Godden; Alban Ayley; Cynthia 

Robinson; Anne Rowe; Henry Voisey; Francis Hodgson; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

10th January, 2016 Baptism of the Lord Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p. 118 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Jean Elton Mike Ashton 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 

Phil Nunn  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £33.10 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £189.67 £50.00 

Second £9.95  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £67.60 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.87 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.67 £44.10 

Total extra through gift aid   £40.22 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday St. Aelred 
Tuesday St. Benet Biscop 

Wednesday St. Hilary 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Ss. Maurus & Placid 
Saturday Feria 

 

 

Help for refugees 
 
The Gildersleves from Gildersleve 
Antiques in South Brent, are taking a load 
of food to refugees in Calais.  They have 
a contact there. There is a kitchen set up 
which provides hot food.   
 
They would be grateful for donations of 
the following:    Tinned tomatoes, tinned 
fish like tuna. Rice, non soak lentils, oats, 
oil, Cous Cous, Kidney beans and chick 
peas tinned. Washing up liquid, scourers,               
Dried fruit. nuts, seeds. 
 
Please take anything you want to donate 
to Gildersleve Antiques, 7-8 Fore Street, 
South Brent.  07557 276942 
 
They will be leaving for Calais on 21st 
January so it would need to be taken to 
them before then. 

The Catenians 
An article by David Snelling 

The Catenians are probably the best kept secret of the Catholic Faith.  Our 
motto is Strengthening family life through friendship and faith, and I always think 
that he best way to describe it is “the Church in action at leisure.”  Our bedrock 
is our Catholic faith.  We all carry out ministries of some description within our 
parishes, such as ministers of Holy Communion, governors of local schools, 
readers, coffee rotas, church cleaning and children’s liturgy.  Many are involved 
in SVP groups who look after the poor and sick and assist refugees.  A number 
of Catenians assist in taking disabled people to Lourdes each year. 
The Catenians are formed as Circles consisting of fifteen members or more.  
The meetings are structured but they are not too formal.  During meetings we 
say prayers for our deceased members and families, the sick and for vocations 
to the priesthood.  We are an international brotherhood of some ten thousand 
members in the UK, Australia, Africa, Malta, Goa and Ireland.  We have ladies 
nights, quizzes and many social events where the family can join in.  We are a 
social group of like-minded Catholics.  We do have a bursary fund to assist 
young people going to Lourdes or on gap years to do good works and a 
benevolent fund to assist our widows and orphans and those on hard times. 
To sum up the Catenians it is FRIENDSHIP and FELLOWSHIP. 
We are seeking new members, over the age of eighteen, who may become 
friends in the New Year of 2016 within the Buckfast parish. 
Should you be interested, like to know more and receive an invitation please 
contact Trevor Davies, Secretary, on 01752 787642 or 0792 117 4184, or email 
trevorwendy31@gmail.com or David Snelling in Ivybridge on 01752 896209 

 

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of Fred Morris, Judy’s 
husband, who died on 27th 
December after a long illness. 
Fred’s funeral will take place at St. 
Dunstan’s, South Brent on 
Wednesday 13th January at 2:30 
p.m. May he rest in peace. 

The next parish meeting for prayer 
and planning help for refugees will 
be on Thursday 21st January in the 
Violet Evelyn Hall, Buckfast 
Abbey, at 7.15 p.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

It was the day after Christmas at a church in San Francisco. The pastor of the church was 
looking at the manger scene, when he noticed that the baby Jesus figure was missing from 
the cradle. He immediately turned and went outside and saw a little boy with a red wagon 
walking down the street. And in the wagon, was the figure of the infant Jesus. So he walked 
up to the boy and said, "Son, where did you get that little baby Jesus that's in your wagon?" 
 The little boy replied, "I got him from the church." 
 "And why did you take him?" asked the pastor. 
 The little boy replied, "Well, about a week before Christmas, I prayed to the little Lord Jesus. 
I told him if he would bring me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride around 
the block in it." 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Scripture Readings: 
 
The Baptism of the Lord      Being what we promised to be 
 
Today’s feast tells us who Jesus really is; it calls us to be what 
we promised at our wedding – a sign to the world of God’s 
love for all of us.   At the core of this commitment is the 
undertaking to trust our spouse with who we really are – 
feelings, thoughts, ideas; all that makes us who we are today.   
 

We are inspecting Torbay and South 
Devon NHS Foundation Trust 
starting from 1 February 2016. 
Please tell us about your care at:  
 

§ Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital § Bovey Tracey 
Hospital l § Newton Abbot Hospital § Torbay Hospital 
§ Totnes Hospital  
 

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the independent 
health and adult social care regulator. 
We will look at the quality and safety of the care provided 
based on the things that matter to people. We will look at 
whether the service is:  Safe Effective  Caring  
Responsive to people’s needs  Well-led.  
 

Your experiences of care, and those of your family and friends, 
will help us to do this. We want to hear what you think at: 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/syetsd  
 

 

 
Plymouth Diocesan 

Yearbook 2016 
Now available in the 
Abbey Bookshop, price 
£3.60. Well worth 
having for information 
on the Diocese and the 
parishes and many 
interesting articles 
about the life of the 
Church in our region. 

      
     Week of prayer  
    for Christian Unity 

 
Prayer service  

in the Taize style 
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes 

& St. Petrock, Ashburton 
Monday 18th January  

at 7.30 p.m. 
All welcome 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As you know, this week we set up a "prayer space" in 
school. Avon classroom was transformed into an area of 
calm but also of colour. The windows and walls were 
covered with cloths and posters. The lights were replaced 
with candles and strings of fairy lights. Gentle music was 
playing in the background. Nine different areas or "stations" 
had been created which were designed to be thought 
provoking for the children and adults visiting each one. 
One was an empty chair and the children were invited to 
think about someone who was no longer in their life whom 
they missed. Then they could write their name on a note and 
place it on the chair and have a little time to think about that 
person. It was sad to see that for a number of children the 
empty chair is their dad. Another was a place called "Big 
question" - if you could ask God one question what would it 
be? Or the "Prayer Wall" which explained about the Wailing 
Wall in Jerusalem - the children were invited to write their 
prayers to God and put them on the wall. The questions 
were sweet, deep and some just stopped you in your tracks. 
A very small selection are below. 
As I write this I have had a bit of a thunderbolt moment - the 
prayer space has given people a place to pause and reflect 
on many things, not least life in general. It made me think 
about making a space like that in my own home and then, 
all of a sudden, I got the point about all those images I have 
seen over the years of families, usually of other cultures, 
who have a little shrine to their own particular god in a place 
in their home. It isn't just about worship, it's also about 
reflection and time to think. I apologise if you have known 
that all along, it's taken me fifty-plus years to get there! 
Anyway here are some of the children's thoughts: 
Please say to my grandad that I love him. 
Did you know that before Christmas I went to church? 
How can you look after everyone in the world? 
I love deer, why did you create them? 
I want you to know that I miss my cat. 
How did you make the sun? 
Why do angels have to stay in heaven? 
Who will I be in the future? 
After all our prayers why won't you come? 
  

 

Benet, or Benedict, Biscop was an Anglo-Saxon Abbot, having 
become a monk at the ancient Abbey of Lerins in Gaul.  Shortly 
afterwards he was appointed Abbot of St. Peter and Paul’s Abbey 
in Canterbury.  He founded the monastery of Monkwearmouth-
Jarrow in Northumberland in 674, bringing masons from the 
continent to build a monastery in the Pre-Romanesque style.  On 
his fifth trip to Rome he collected books &saintly relics for the 
monastery and recruited more masons and glaziers. The monastery 
was the first ecclesiastical building in Britain to be built of stone.  It 
was here that Benet’s famous student Bede the Venerable wrote his 
works.  Saint Benet Biscop is a patron of the English Benedictine 
Congregation.  This is why his day is celebrated as a Feast in this 
parish.  St. Benet Biscop, pray for us. 

 


