
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

William Ulyat; Dorothy Lucas; Antony Le Feure; Jane Berry; Ethel Clarke; Patrick Concannon; 
Dom Fergus Dougherty; Robert Lloyd; Dom Savinien Louismet; Winifrede Sproston;  

Aloysius Sproston; Mary de Trafford; Thomasine Martin; Anthony Kenley; Dom Gregory Burke; 
Chris Laing; Emma Cummins; Kathleen Pilkington; Alice Alison; William Cardinal Godfrey; 

Charles Carroll; Mary Upham; Rev. Roland Walker; Bernard Miliffe; Laura Winstanley;  
William Denman; Stanley Palmer; Kathleen Brocklebank; Dom Augustine Taylor;  

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th January, 2016 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p. 127 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
Phil Nunn  

 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £91.50 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £179.53 £45.00 

Second £17.52  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £34.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £12.40 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £68.45 £41.50 

Total extra through gift aid   £42.07 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Wulstan 

Wednesday St. Sebastian 
Thursday St. Agnes 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

 

This Sunday is Peace Sunday 
A message from Bishop Malcolm McMahon OP, National President of Pax 
Christi:  
“In his message for today, Pope Francis invites us to reflect on how we can 
hope for peace without working to challenge the causes of violence and 
injustice in our world today. Time and again he has spoken of our ‘throw-away 
culture’ which dehumanises and destroys the human person, whether through 
war and conflict or economic injustice. 
In Pax Christi we know that peace has to be worked at, and we are greatly 
heartened by the outpouring of empathy and action that surrounds the current 
crisis we face of refugees fleeing war and conflict.  But unless we combine this 
with work to stop the causes of war we will not win peace.  Pax Christi aims to 
support individuals, families and parishes in their own work for peace.  Among 
other things in 2015, we: 
• Produced and distributed a General Election briefing to encourage faith 

groups to engage with local MPs and raise questions about the arms trade 
etc. 

• Hosted Fr. Ziad Hilal of the Jesuit Refugee Service in Syria for talks and 
radio interviews, and continued to engage our members in advocacy, 
prayer and fasting for an end to violence and a political solution for Syria. 

• Run 53 events in schools and at youth events, and created two new 
resources for schools: a General RE resource on The work of Christian 
peacemakers, and Fly Kites not Drones, a web-based project to help 
children hear learn about human rights and the effect of armed drones in 
Afghanistan. 

• Hosted a national conference on Women & Peacemaking – Personal & 
Political, drawing on the inspiration of women peacemakers of 1915 and 
learning from the creativity of women peacemakers today. 

Pax Christi undertakes all this work with only 4 staff members and volunteers.  
I recognise your past generosity and ask you to support us again this year.” 
To learn more about Pax Christi and to donate to support their work, please 
visit www.paxchristi.org.uk  

      
     Week of prayer  
    for Christian Unity 

 
Prayer service in the Taize style 
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes & 

St. Petrock, Ashburton 
Monday 18th January at 7.30 p.m. 

All welcome 
 

 
18th – 25 January, 2016 

 

“I pray that they may all be one; even as 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

that they also may be in us, that the world 
may believe that it was you who sent me” 

Gospel of John 17:21 

 

The next parish meeting for prayer 
and planning help for refugees will 
be on Thursday 21st January in the 
Violet Evelyn Hall, Buckfast 
Abbey, at 7.15 p.m. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Parish Priest:  
 

Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

When a mother saw a thunderstorm forming in mid-
afternoon, she worried about her seven-year-old daughter 
who would be walking home from school. Deciding to meet 
her, the mother saw her daughter walking nonchalantly 
along, stopping to smile whenever lightning flashed.  
Seeing her mother, the little girl ran to her, explaining 
happily, “ All the way home, God’s been taking my picture!” 
 
 
A mother took her three-year-old daughter to the church 
Carol service for the first time.  The church lights were 
lowered, and then the choir came down the aisle, carrying 
lighted candles.  All was quiet until the little one started to 
sing in a loud voice, “Happy Birthday to you, happy birthday 
to you…” 
 
 
A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “Does anyone 
here know what we mean by sins of omission?”  A little girl 
spoke up: “Aren’t those the sins we should have committed, 
but didn’t?” 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Scripture Readings: 
Second Sunday in Ordinary time  
Our marriages are blessed with gifts 
Just like the bride and groom at Cana, our marriages are 
blessed with gifts. Every day we are given the grace to live our 
marriage vows: loving, cherishing and honouring each other 
in sickness and health, whether money is flowing or frozen. 
Each time we embrace each other and our own personal 
circumstances, we are letting God’s glory be seen. 

We are inspecting Torbay and South 
Devon NHS Foundation Trust 
starting from 1 February 2016. 
Please tell us about your care at:  
 

§ Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital § Bovey Tracey 
Hospital l § Newton Abbot Hospital § Torbay Hospital 
§ Totnes Hospital  
 

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the independent 
health and adult social care regulator. 
We will look at the quality and safety of the care provided 
based on the things that matter to people. We will look at 
whether the service is:  Safe Effective  Caring  
Responsive to people’s needs  Well-led.  
 

Your experiences of care, and those of your family and friends, 
will help us to do this. We want to hear what you think at: 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/syetsd  
 

 

Help for refugees 
The Gildersleves from Gildersleve Antiques in South Brent, 
are taking a load of food to refugees in Calais.  They have a 
contact there. There is a kitchen set up which provides hot 
food.   
They would be grateful for donations of the following:    
Tinned tomatoes, tinned fish like tuna. Rice, non soak lentils, 
oats, oil, Cous Cous, Kidney beans and chick peas tinned. 
Washing up liquid, scourers,               Dried fruit. nuts, seeds. 
Please take anything you want to donate to Gildersleve 
Antiques, 7-8 Fore Street, South Brent.  07557 276942 
They will be leaving for Calais on 21st January so it would 
need to be taken to them before then. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week, just happening to coincide with the arrival of 
wintry weather, Venford classroom has been invaded by 
penguins! This is nothing to do with global warming or bird 
migration but because their new topic is “It’s f-f-
freezing!”.  They are reading stories about penguins and 
learning about their life cycle. They are also doing 
experiments with ice balloons (whatever they may be) and 
penguin-shaped ice cubes (is there anything you can't 
get?!). This means there are also lots of icicles and 
snowflakes dangling from the ceilings in the classroom with 
helpful words on like “icy” and “frosty” and “cold”. This is fine 
unless you are an adult who has just come in from gritting 
the paths or supervising the ice on the car park (in a manner 
of speaking) and you are trying to forget just how numb your 
hands and feet are. It is unfortunate but our car park seems 
to turn into an ice rink between eight and nine o’clock in the 
morning (not before and not after). The significance of this 
is that we check the path for safety first thing and all looks 
well. Five minutes later, it would be ideal for downhill curling 
and we have to hurriedly start flinging salt around like 
there’s no tomorrow! We are so lucky to have a lovely field 
for the children to frolic on and a car park that doubles as a 
playground but with that vast expanse comes a long, long 
(icy) path. We have invested in a nifty little grit spreader 
which is a useful item unless you have soggy grit - no prizes 
for guessing what our grit was like after languishing for 
several months in a bag on the side of the path. This little 
gadget makes the task of salting everything in sight quite a 
therapeutic exercise as you watch the little grains flying in 
all directions but I have to admit muttering to myself “roll on, 
summer” a few times this week.... 
The children produce their own newspaper throughout the 
year.  Here are some photos from the articles they wrote, to 
give you another insight into life at St. Mary’s: 

  

  

 

     Clockwise from top left: 
-Children who wrote and 

     produced a film for the  
     Abbey Education Dept. 
     receiving an ‘Oscar.’ 
     -Learning about Divali with 
     Devon’s Cultural Champion. 

-Feeling the thrill of discovery in the Science Club. 
-Some of the key players in the School Carol Service 
-The justly renowned School Choir.  


