
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Ash; Phyllis McCabe; Helen Hamilton; Duncan Matheson; Mary Alder; Czeslaw 
Bebenik; Winifred Weaver; Mary Lee; Mary Roberts; Rose Piers; Enid Green; Josef 

Lawenaki-Maddicott; Marjorie Lewis; Joan Edwards; Richard Townsend; Helen Dent; 
Phoebe Stanton;  Joseph Dodard; Winifred Phillipps; Jack McAvoy; Frances O’Dea; John 

Gregory; Norah Torrington; Dame Mildred Murray-Sinclair; Dom Martin Brüchlen; 
Florence Phillips; Evelyn Hatch; Joyce Bullard; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

24th January, 2016 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer IV Readings p.129 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Jean Elton Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

Alan Hitchcock Pat Hedges 
Phil Nunn  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £58.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £222.56 £30.00 

Second 20.42  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £30.50 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £33.45 £28.42 
South Brent 9 a.m. £50.50 £36.40 

Total extra through gift aid   £34.42 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday Conversion of St. Paul 
Tuesday Cistercian Founders 

Wednesday Ss. Timothy and Titus 
Thursday St. Thomas Aquinas 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

 

     Week of prayer for Christian Unity. 
     It was wonderful to be with some thirty people from 
     the churches in Ashburton last Monday, praying 
     together for Christian unity.  A lovely service was 

planned by Jenny Nuttgens with Rev. Kevin Hooke, Methodist 
Minister, with readings, Taize chants and prayers designed to 
celebrate the faith which is common to all of us and support and 
encourage us to continue to answer the prayer of Jesus Christ: 
“Father, may they all be one.” 
Jenny and her helpers cared for our bodily needs as well as our 
spiritual needs, providing a splendid buffet with mulled wine after the 
service. 
The sense of unity was palpable in our prayers together and also in 
the conviviality of our social time afterwards; smiles and light-hearted 
banter abounded.  Make the good spirit between us grow ever deeper. 
 

 

There will be a second collection next weekend in aid of 
the Syrian refugees. The parish meeting in November 
decided that we should do this about once a month. A report 
on the parish meeting last Thursday will appear in next week’s 
newsletter 

 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, February 9th, 2016, 7–9:30 p.m.  

in the Grange Restaurant.  
 

Punch, a splendid buffet, pancakes, 
fruit salad  

Tickets: £8 per adult; those aged 18 or 
under go FREE, but must have a ticket 

and be with someone over 18. 
 

Cash bar; raffle in aid of CAFOD 
(please donate a prize).   

Dress: a la mode Francaise!  There will 
be a prize for the best outfit! 

 

Tickets will be available after each Sunday Mass 
from next weekend, 31st January (must be 
purchased in advance) Correct money would be 
really helpful; also, sellers have been asked not 
to hand over tickets for a promise to pay later) 

“The Gospel calls us to be 
neighbours to the smallest 
and most abandoned, to 
give them concrete hope.” 
Pope Francis’ call for all 
Catholics to come to the aid of 
Syrian refugees 

Inspirational Day of Reflection  
on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, 

 

Laudato Sí – Care of our Common Home. 
 

Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre 
Saturday 20th February 

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

See poster or call 07920 751180  
or email plymouth@cafod.org.uk  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

With thanks to John Goulden 
 
A famous Viking explorer returns home 
from a voyage and found his name 
missing from the Town register. His wife 
insisted on complaining to the civic 
official who apologises profusely saying,” 
I must have taken Leif off my census.’’ 
 
If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen 
defrocked, doesn’t it follow that 
electricians can be delighted, musicians 
denoted, cowboys deranged, models 
deposed and dry cleaners depressed? 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings: 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time        A new creation 
On our wedding day you and I became us! I am still me, you are 
still you, but we are now linked together in a unique relationship.  
When we share ourselves completely with each other, we are 
enabled to speak with the authority of faith, hope and love.  In this 
context we bring the Good News of marriage to everyone. 
 

Help for refugees 
The Gildersleves from Gildersleve Antiques in 
South Brent, have been overwhelmed by the 
support they received for their trip to help the 
refugees in Calais, so thank you to all who 
contributed.  It looks like they may make further 
trips, so there will be other opportunities to get 
involved. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
As you may know from last week’s newsletter, the children in Venford are learning about ice and cold and penguins. You’ll 
be pleased to hear that they are getting fully involved in the topic. Firstly, I have seen at least two small girls waddling past 
my office practising their penguin walks. Secondly, their excitement when we at last had a frost severe enough to turn the 
field white – they were convinced that Elsa from the film Frozen had caused it. Finally, it seems that a yeti has been by 
(even I saw his snowy footprints going into Meldon classroom) who has kidnapped their penguins because he is lonely (they 
know that because he wrote them a letter). The children were shrieking so excitedly at the discovery of his footprints that 
the teaching staff almost had to lie down in a darkened room afterwards to recover! Okay, so the topic still needs a little 
work to clarify a couple of subtle details but the children are enjoying writing to the yeti so much that he may stay around a 
little longer than initially expected… 
In the other classes, Fernworthy are learning about the Vikings. I am a little concerned because Mrs Kerswell does believe 
in hands on learning and I am worried that she may take them to the beach to practise a couple of invasions in a long boat 
so that the children can write about it afterwards from first-hand experience. (You think I’m joking but remember she did take 
them up to Hembury Fort to practise Boudicca’s last stand!). 
And finally, Burrator are learning about World War Two. One of the most serious and poignant topics the children learn 
about at St Mary’s. They are learning about the dramatic effect that the war had on ordinary people living in Britain at the 
time, in particular looking at the experience of children in wartime Britain. Some of the children took part in an evacuation / 
refugee experience last year when they visited other schools for the day and some children from other schools “turned up” 
on our doorstep. We cannot begin to imagine the horrors that refugee children in the world today are suffering but we can 
try to make our children aware that it is still happening and try to find ways that we can help from our safe little spot in Devon. 
Fr. Francis writes: 
You may remember that a couple of weeks ago the school created a Prayer Space to help the children to pray.  It’s success 
repaid all the hard work of the staff in decorating the room and preparing the activities.  They were disappointed that no-one 
from the parish was able to accept their invitation to drop in and see what had been achieved and offer these photos to give 
a taste of it.  The children responded to the opportunity with admirable maturity and thoughtfulness, as witnessed by their 
reflections on the experience, some of which are given below. 

              
‘I really liked the fact that once we lit the candle, we were all just quiet.’   ‘It gave me a chance to think.’   ‘We are usually 
really busy, but we had chance to be still.’   ‘My favourite part was making someone special from playdough.’   ‘I liked the 
plasma balls, I saw God’s face.’   ‘I liked the forgiveness stones and the water’.  ‘The Empty chair, it reminded me of my 
nan.’   ‘I liked writing my thank you prayer.’   ‘I had lots of questions that I wanted to ask God.’ 

Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille 
simply means 'rediscovery'. The 
programme offers the chance to rediscover 
yourself, your spouse, and a loving 
relationship in your marriage. Thousands of 
couples have successfully rejuvenated – 
even rescued – their marriages by attending 
and using the tools provided. For 
confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ 
or to register for the programme 
commencing with a residential weekend on 
11th – 13th March 2016. email; 
info@retrouvaille.org.uk; call or text 0788 
7296983 or 0797 3380443 or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

Plymouth Diocesan 
Ignatian Spirituality Group 

Retreats for 2016 
 
 

Lenten Quiet Day  
March 5th 

 

Retreat Programmes in 
June and October 

 

All at Southgate,  
Buckfast Abbey 

 
 

See posters and hand-bills 
or call 01548 852670 
mjbutler6@yahoo.com 
adriantoffolo@yahoo.co.uk  
 


