
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line 
for prayer: to 

request 
prayers in 
confidence 
call 01364 

72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Harold Sampson; Joseph Walter; Ernest Richards; Helen Kenny; Charles Lord 
Clifford; Lillian Trude; Doreen  Legg; John Ash; Canon Higgins; Freda Alexander; 
Marion Temple; Edward Stevens; Francis Scarrett; Wilfrid Routley; David Weaver; 
Canon Robert Lyons; Robert Young; Tom Ashton; Dorothy Gowen; Adah Walker; 
Edward Banks; William Ryan; Elizabeth Beard; Kate Turner; Emily Richardson; 

Mary Conlon; Prudence Davies; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

31st January, 2016 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.132 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Jean Elton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

 Sally Doe Phil Nunn 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £49.30 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £196.58 £50.00 

Second £16.61  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £18.88 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £44.22 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.90 £51.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £41.44 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Presentation of the Lord 

Wednesday St. Anscar 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Agatha 
Saturday St. Paul Miki & Companions 

 

 

This weekend there will be a second collection  
in aid of the Syrian refugees. 

 Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, February 9th, 2016, 7–9:30 p.m.  

in the Grange Restaurant.  
 

Tickets available after all Masses this 
weekend: £8 per adult (correct money 

would be much appreciated); those aged 
18 or under go FREE, but must have a 
ticket and be with someone over 18. 

 

Cash bar; raffle in aid of CAFOD 
(please donate a prize).   

Dress: a la mode Francaise!   
 

“The Gospel calls us to be 
neighbours to the smallest 
and most abandoned, to 
give them concrete hope.” 
Pope Francis’ call for all 
Catholics to come to the aid of 
Syrian refugees 

Inspirational Day of Reflection  
on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, 

 

Laudato Sí – Care of our Common Home. 
 

Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre 
Saturday 20th February 

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

See poster or call 07920 751180  
or email plymouth@cafod.org.uk  
  

On Thursday 21st January we had our now regular meeting of prayer 
and planning supporting Syrian refugees.  After asking God to come 
to their aid and praying for ourselves and our parish, that we may 
continue to respond with joy and generosity, becoming, in the words 
of St. Francis of Assisi channels of God’s peace, we reviewed our 
response so far and planned for future action: 
• A letter of thanks from Aid to the Church in Need for our ‘second 

collection’ was read and a schedule for future collections was 
approved 

• Offers of lectures on connected topics by the School of the 
Annunciation, with all proceeds to the Appeal was enthusiastically 
accepted 

• Work on starting a parish lottery to raise funds was reported on 
• News of fundraising events in South Brent and Buckfastleigh 

were shared, together with a progress report on the “Auction of 
Promises”. 

• A prayer focus in St. Dunstan’s, and in the Abbey during the 
weekly silent vigil, like those in Ashburton and Buckfastleigh was 
suggested. 

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 17th March. 

Please pray for the repose 
of the soul of Joyce 
McMahon, Babs Kiehne’s 
Mother, who died on 17th 
January. May she rest in 
peace.  
Joyce’s funeral will take 
place at St. Joseph’s, 
Newton Abbot, on Thursday 
4th February, at 11 a.m.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Thank you 
The Gildersleves of South Brent would like to thank 
all the people who made donations to our Calais 
Kitchen run last weekend.  We were well loaded when 
we left Devon on Friday morning and collected more in 
Bristol. In London we bought large quantities of fresh 
fruit and vegetables, then at the last minute a 
Sainsbury’s van arrived with all the food purchased from 
the London cash donations!!  
By this time the van was seriously overloaded and our 
journey to the tunnel early Saturday morning was 
decidedly slow but there was not too much traffic at 5am 
…. even so we were relieved to get on the train!! 
On arrival we drove the short distance to the Calais 
Kitchen which is a massive warehouse on an industrial 
estate, it was not as close to the camp as we had 
thought. It was very organised with lots of friendly and 

 enthusiastic volunteer helpers 
and there were specific areas 
for the different types of 
donations.  
All the people we met were 
extremely grateful. In the food 
section there was an area for 
storage of all the cans and 
dried foods, another section 
with people making up food 
parcels to take to the camp and 
another group preparing and 
cooking for the next meal.  
As well as food we were also 
able to take building materials, 
sleeping bags, blankets and 
camping mats. The building 
materials we delivered to 
another shed where they were 
making up more substantial 
shelters … again all were 
extremely well received.  
 
Again thank you all for 
making it a very worthwhile 
trip. 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week has been a bit of a mixture. On the “up” side, a dozen 
of our children have been experiencing a first for the school – 
they have been taking part in BMX sessions in Newton Abbot on 
a Friday at Decoy Park. They have met the challenge of the 
muddy and hilly track with great enthusiasm and, even though 
they seem to have suffered a few spectacular falls between 
them, they have returned bubbling with excitement! Interestingly, 
the group covers a wide spectrum with ages ranging from seven 
year olds up to eleven year olds and all types from some of our 
more demure young ladies to our most boisterous boys. This 
wide range has given the instructor a few challenges, I think, but 
I don’t see any of the children wanting to stop now! 
On the “down” side, the buildings have been a little 
disappointing. The “flood bump” at the bottom of the path has 
been overwhelmed with silt and instead of veering in a gentle 
torrent off the path into the grass, the water has been seeping 
ever closer to the door of school. Luckily, we had a couple of 
gaps between showers, so I could attack the obstruction and re-
direct the water before our defences were breached. 
We have also sprung a couple of leaks under our newer green 
roofs. This resulted in one of them being chopped into turf-like 
pieces and put into trays so that the builders could look 
underneath to find where the water was getting in. I wouldn’t 
mind only these are the good green roofs with the planting put in 
by the Abbey – the weed strewn patch outside my window has 
never leaked so I have never had the opportunity to put it into 
trays and get rid of the three foot tall imposters pretending they 
are little sedums. If it didn’t cause so much disruption, a person 
could be tempted to lean out of their window with a pin and 
create a tiny flood below….  
  

Head of Centre and Relationship Counsellor 
volunteers needed at Marriage Care 
Do you believe healthy relationships can lead to a better 
society?  Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation 
providing marriage preparation and relationship 
counselling for couples across Devon and Cornwall.  We 
are currently looking for a Head of Centre to lead the 
local team providing relationship support services in the 
South West and a qualified relationship counsellor in 
the Torbay area. 
For more information, without any commitment, or to 
apply visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email: 
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk 
Proclaim 15  
Calling all who have an involvement or interest in 
evangelisation and catechesis within our 
parishes.  Come along to a day of talks, discussion and 
prayer on: “Proclaiming God’s Mercy in the passion and 
resurrection of Jesus”.  This day will be led by Andrew 
Brooks, a Dominican, and will take place at St. 
Boniface’s College, Crownhill, Plymouth, PL5 3AG, on 
Saturday, March 12th, 10.30 for 11am until 3pm.  Please 
bring a packed lunch. 

Regular readers will remember that we share our newsletter each week with our honorary 
parishioner on North Ronaldsay, in Orkney, Mrs. Christine Muir.  Fr. Francis sent a 
message to tell her we are thinking of her in all the storms they are enduring up there. 
Christine sent a very gracious reply, and shared some thoughts about her experiences – 
and ours.  With her permission they will appear here over the next few weeks: 
“Thank you for thinking of us up here in ultima thule, and yes, you were right, it was 
freeeeeezing here, and very stormy, a lot of damage done to the dykes and sheep 
everywhere, though at least the pier still stands, in the island of Eday part of theirs was 
washed away but a temporary repair is finished. MV Hoy Head was smashed against a 
pier and damaged, and has to go south for repairs, but we were lucky as compared with 
the floods it was nothing. No ferry got here from 18th Dec till 17th January, too stormy, but 
it was calm and beautiful so everything is up to date.  
Thank you for the parish newsletter, I do look forward to it.  the Church of Scotland 
presbytery has decided it was time for some pastoral care, and are sending out a minister 
once a month, so people will actually have an occasional service and an important aspect 
is that he will visit so will know people by name, it was very difficult if someone died, to find 
a minister to take the funeral. 
 When I read the newsletter and see the times of  
Mass in the different churches, I think how blessed  
they all are in the Buckfast parish, to be able to  
receive the sacrament, which is for me most truly  
the bread of life. I have had to evolve different ways  
to keep the faith, and the internet is a great help,  
for I can read the Daily Office, and Ignatian Spirituality, 
which are both a source of strength for me.”  

 A man goes to the doctor with a lettuce in his ear and 
asks ‘ is it serious.’ The doctor takes a deep breath and 
replies ‘Yes, this is just the tip of the iceberg!’ 
 

Marriage Matters: 4th Ordinary Sunday 
Through our marriage we become a living flesh and blood 
sacrament of our Church!  Saint Paul says ‘be ambitious for the 
higher gifts’.  Our love isn’t just a warm feeling but an action; it 
flourishes in being given attention to and nurtured. In this way 
we become a sacramental ‘sign’ of God’s love for our children, 
family, friends and Church. 

 


