
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Florence Colborne; Bessie Highmore; Dom Boniface Bush; Francis Craig-McFeely; Elsie Lee; 
Muriel Taylor; Helen Wetherall; Emily O’Shea; Frances Shorland; Moira Kerse; Winifred 

McKenzie; Muriel Sass; William Crook; William Baker; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

14th February, 2016 First Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.153 

 

 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 

Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 
Pat Hedges Sally Doe 
Jean Elton Phil Nunn 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last week’s first collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £26.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £144.52 £53.08 

Second £19.95  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £35.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.62 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.55 £37.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £39.21 
In addition there were further donations to the Syrian 
refugee appeal: in Ashburton a further £25 was gift 
aided; in South Brent a further £35 was given, £25 of 
which was gift aided. So overall total for the two 
weekends is: Parish total £975.08 plus gift aid of 
£183.13. Adding match funding from the monastery 
gives £2,133.29 altogether! 
The raffle in aid of CAFOD which was held at the 
Mardi Gras party raised a tremendous £339.50.  The 
generosity of the party-goers is even greater than 
that, since it was they who donated the majority of 
the prizes as well!  Well done, and thank-you 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday Lent 

 

Syrian refugees 
Fundraising Event 

 
Methodist Room, 

Church Street, South Brent 
Coffee Morning, 9.30 – 11.30 
a.m. Saturday 20th February 

 
All welcome.  Why not stop in 
for coffee before going to the 
CAFOD event at the Abbey: 
 

Inspirational Day of Reflection  
organised by CAFOD 

on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, 
 

Laudato Sí – Care of our Common Home. 
 

Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre 
Saturday 20th February 

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
See poster or call 07920 751180 
or email plymouth@cafod.org.uk 

 

This week there is a second 
collection for funds to help sick 
children to go to Lourdes on 
the Diocesan Pilgrimage. 

Please pray for  
the repose of the soul of  

Andrew Straw 

 
Beloved son of Sheila & 

Brian; beloved brother of, 
Jayne, Wendy, Fiona and 

Fr. Francis, who died 
suddenly on  

Thursday 11th February. 
Fortified by the Rites of 
Holy Mother Church. 

Andrew’s funeral may take 
place in the afternoon of 
Friday 19th February, but 
that has yet to be confirmed. 
You are welcome to phone 
Fr. Francis mid-week for 
further details.  

 

Fr. Francis is sorry that the following Masses 
scheduled for the coming fortnight have to be 
cancelled: 
Friday 19th February 10 a.m. Ashburton 
Wednesday 24th February 10 a.m. Ashburton 
Thursday 25th February 9:15 a.m. South Brent 
Friday 26th February 10 a.m. Ashburton  

CAFOD Lent Fast Day: 
Friday,19th February 
This Lent Fast Day we have an 
opportunity to come together 
as a Catholic community to 
ensure girls living in the 
world’s poorest countries are 
free to change their lives by 
getting an education.  CAFOD 
is working with local expert 
organisations around the 
world to bring water to family 
homes, so girls who used to 
spend hours collecting it every 
day, now have time for school, 
study and to play with their 
friends. 
 
Fast Days are our opportunity 
to support that vital work.  
Collect your Fast Day 
envelope from church this 
weekend, and remember to 
fast on Friday. 

Good news:  the UK government has promised to match every pound and penny 
you give this Lent!  But, they will only match fund donations which are placed in 
the special CAFOD envelopes, so please do this, whether or not you gift aid 
(please do if you can!)   
 
Please be generous so that more girls around  
the world are able to live lives free from the  
burden of the long walk for water. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Another great week at St Mary’s! On Shrove Tuesday the children 
celebrated Pancake Day with delicious pancakes cooked in the 
staffroom. This is no mean feat for the staff involved as it can be a 
health and safety nightmare – hot oil, low flying pancakes, small, very 
excited (you would almost think starving) children and always the 
possibility that the super sensitive smoke alarm will go off and the 
whole school will up and evacuate on autopilot even though we may 
all suspect a cooking-related incident. Luckily, the session passed 
without too much drama and all appetites for pancakes were satisfied. 
This was followed on Ash Wednesday with a liturgy led by Fr 
Christopher and the opportunity for the children to make their Lenten 
promises. You may remember that last year one child’s promise 
concerned improving the living conditions of Dan’s ferrets. This year 
the promises are still as heartfelt and, sometimes, oh so honest! Read 
on …. 
 “I promise to help dad carry wud.” 
“Be nies to your friends to be jenres and be even better at scoochl” 
“I promise I will never ever shoot at my mum agin.” 
“I promise I will never fit with my sister.” 
“I promise to be less grumpy and miserable when I get vegetables at 
my grandad’s party tonight and to make someone laugh at the 
party.” 
 And then there are the ones which we could all sign up to… 
“I will not be mean. I will not be grumpy in the morning.” 
“I promise to get better and not do things which I should not do” 
 And finally, 
“I promise to stop contradicting my sister.” 
(Feel free to replace “sister” with whoever is in most need of this in 
your life!) 
 

Head of Centre and Relationship Counsellor volunteers needed 
at Marriage Care 
Do you believe healthy relationships can lead to a better society?  
Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation providing marriage 
preparation and relationship counselling for couples across Devon 
and Cornwall.  We are currently looking for a Head of Centre to lead 
the local team providing relationship support services in the South 
West and a qualified relationship counsellor in the Torbay area. 
For more information, without any commitment, or to apply visit: 
www.marriagecare.org.uk email: volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk 

Given his great sense of humour, Andrew 
wouldn’t want his brother to omit the week’s joke: 
Real Ads in the newspaper: 
Car Repair Service; try us, you’ll never go 
anywhere again. 
Man wanted to work in dynamite factory.  Must be 
willing to travel 
Now is your chance to have your ears pierced and 
get an extra pair to take home too. 
Get rid of aunts; Zap does the job in 24 hours 
 

Marriage Matters:  First Sunday of Lent 
We seek each other 
Today’s Gospel reminds us that there is more to 
our life as married couples than we see. Our 
desire for each other has a deeper yearning – to 
be loved and accepted for who we are. In this 
season of Lent let us be led by the Spirit to resist 
the temptation to lead individual and separate 
lives within our marriages.  

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus said, ‘Stay 
here while I pray’ ” (Mk 14:32) 

 

Lent Devotions will be slightly different this year: 
Bishop Mark has asked that every parish in the 
Diocese should mark the Year of Mercy by 
having adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
on Tuesday evenings.  So our devotions will take 
place on Tuesdays rather than Fridays. We will 
begin with Stations of the Cross as usual, but 
during them Fr. Francis will be in the sacristy, 
available for Confessions. After Stations there 
will be a short period of adoration and 
Benediction. 

Tuesdays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
 

16th February Ashburton 
23rd February South Brent 

1st March Buckfastleigh 
20th March Ashburton 
27th March Buckfastleigh 

Please note that the regular Confession time 
of 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel will continue as usual. 
 
Wherever you live, please come to Lent 
devotions in Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petroc 
Church, East Street, Ashburton, this week. 
(Ample parking on site). 

World Youth Day – a parishioner shares his experience with you: 
I am fortunate enough to be going to Poland in July for World Youth 
Day, courtesy of a generous  parishioner who is sponsoring me. This 
promises to be an experience of a life-time, meeting with people of 
my own age from all over the world as we gather to meet Pope 
Francis. We will be in Kraków for ten days and it sounds as if we are 
in for a very special pilgrimage. 
I popped home from university last w/e to attend the 2nd Formation 
Day in Exeter where those of us going from the Plymouth Diocese met 
with those traveling with us from the Clifton Diocese. We had a great 
day with discussion, prayer and reflection and planning time. Bishop 
Mark was with us for the whole day and celebrated Mass at the end 
of the afternoon. Our next meeting is in Bristol before we begin our 
pilgrimage in July. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to take 
part in this amazing event with young Catholics from all over the world. 

  
 

From Syria With Love:  Free Exhibition. 19-21 
Feb. St. Mary’s High Street, Totnes.  Drawings 
created by Syrian Children living in a refugee 
camp https://www.facebook.com/events/474675242735913  


