
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    
STOP PRESS!  I’ve just heard from South Brent that the Coffee morning organised by Mary Shepherd in aid of the parish 
refugee appeal has been a wonderful success: Tea and cakes sales raised £147.64 and the raffle a further £107, yielding 
a magnificent total of £254.64.  Thank you so much to Mary and her helpers.  Let their success inspire you to plan your own 
fundraising event. 

Sheila Straw, Jayne, Wendy, Fiona and 
Fr. Francis would like to thank everyone 
who has supported them so lovingly 
after the death of their dear son and 
brother Andrew.  They have been 
deeply moved by all the words of 
consolation and the tributes you have 
paid to Andrew in words, by means of 
sympathy cards, in text messages and 
emails. These and the presence of 
many of you – so many of you – at 

Andrew’s funeral and the wonderful reception  
afterwards is a much valued expression of loving  
kindness. This has been so helpful to us, reminding  
us that we are not alone in our grief and that you, like  
us, will cherish his memory.  Thank you  
from the bottom of our hearts. 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Adela Carter; Rev. Edward Damen; William Spiller; Mother Mary Angela;  
Br. Bernard Seymour; Karl Pole; Mary Knowles; Mildred Gray; Isabel Hodge; Leonard Bragg; 

Anne Morin; Mgr. David Barry; John Billington; Bessie Stuart; Hilda Robertson;  
Dom Raphael Stones; Lucy Kaylor; Elizabeth Nicholls; May Sanders; Rev. Edwin Russell;  

Mary Davies; Charles H.W. Messer; Kathleen Davies; Charles Norton; Rosina Barber;  
Dom Antony Staerk; Lucille Tolley; Dudley Persse; Alicia Mary Palmer;  

Dom Michael Craig-McFeely; Ian Stevens; M. Radford; Hilda Robinson; Dorothy Green;  
Robert Turnbull; Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel McMurtrie; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

21st February, 2016 Second Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.156 

28th February Third Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.163 

 

Second Sunday: 

 
Third Sunday: 

 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 

Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Last week’s collections First  Second  
  Gift Aided   

Abbey 9 a.m. £84.42 £20.00 £25.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £231.46 £38.08 £23.88 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £22.00 £32.85 £14.46 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £43.95 £21.92 £2.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.00 £46.10 £45.65 £15.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £39.74   £3.75 
So thank you for the total donated towards helping children to go on the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, which was £129.74 including gift aid.   

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  The See of St. Peter 

Tue – Sat Lent 
Monday 29th Lent 

Tuesday St. David 
Wed – Sat Lent 

 

Fr. Francis is sorry that the 
following Masses scheduled for 
the coming week have to be 
cancelled: 
Wednesday 24th February 10 a.m. 
in Ashburton 
Thursday 25th February 9:15 a.m. 
in South Brent 
Friday 26th February 10 a.m. in 
Ashburton  

This weekend we have the second 
collection resulting from Lent Fast 
Day on Friday.  Please give what you 
can so that more girls around the 
world are able to live lives free from 
the burden of the long walk for water. 
Good news:  the UK government 
has promised to match every 
pound and penny you give this 
Lent!  But, they will only match fund 
donations which are placed in the 
special CAFOD envelopes, so 
please do this, whether or not you 
gift aid (please do if you can!)   
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

When the children return on Monday, Venford’s new topic will be “Watch 
me grow!” Unfortunately there are only five weeks until the Easter 
holidays so whatever they are watching, it had better grow quickly! 
Fortunately, they are reading the story of Jack and the Beanstalk in which, 
if memory serves me correctly (and I have to confess it doesn’t always), 
said beanstalk grows overnight which will be handy for keeping the 
children interested in this day and age of fast everything.  
Fernworthy are continuing to learn about the Vikings and this week they 
are looking at why the monasteries would have been so attractive to the 
invaders for plundering. There is no sign of a Viking longboat challenge 
as yet but I don’t think it has been completely ruled out. What worries me 
now is that Mrs Kerswell may get it into her head to recreate an attack on 
a monastery, us being right next to one and all… 
Burrator are again extremely fortunate to be working with Mike-Luke from 
Abbey Media. They are preparing from scratch, and seeing through right 
to the completion of, a film about the school. You may remember they 
wrote and filmed the video which is available on the Abbey website for 
teachers considering coming to visit the Abbey Education Department. 
Abbey Media produce world class films and books, I know that Mike-Luke 
himself has definitely worked with the Vatican, if not the Pope himself, 
and our children will be using his top class equipment (I wonder if he is a 
little nervous about that?). Alison, from the Education Department, will 
also be helping and, given the fact that she was recently shortlisted for a 
prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Learning Outside the Classroom, her expertise will ensure that whatever 
the children come up with it will be “moulded” into a top quality resource 
     for the school. 

Marriage Matters:     Second Sunday of Lent 
Jesus was transfigured and was in communion 
with His Father, and His companions were 
overwhelmed, hearing the Father’s voice. We 
can hear the voice of Jesus now – but can we 
listen to Him? Let’s start by listening to each 
other, not just ears, but eyes, hearts, our whole 
being, becoming really present to each other, ‘a 
real presence’, every day.  
Third Sunday of Lent 
Yahweh means `I am who I am’. Names bring to 
mind the person, and what they mean to you. 
Our God – Three Persons, created me, loves 
me, redeemed me, makes me holy, and is 
compassionate, merciful and forgiving. Just as 
MY Jack, MY Jill has shown me the same love, 
we have tried to show it to our children. 

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus said, 
‘Stay here while I pray’ ” (Mk 14:32) 

 

On reflection, it seems better to postpone 
Lent Devotions in this coming week since Fr. 
Francis and a number of parishioners will be 
in Assisi.  So the schedule of times and 
places of Devotions given below is different 
to those given last week (this is also because 
Fr. Francis got the dates of the last two 
wrong!) 
Do please join us for Stations of the Cross, 
Adoration, reflections on the Year of Mercy, 
Benediction.  Followed by a little social time. 

Tuesdays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
 

1st March South Brent 
8th March Buckfastleigh 
15th March Ashburton 
22nd March Buckfastleigh 

Please note that the regular Confession time 
of 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel will continue as usual. 

 From Syria With Love:  Free Exhibition. 19-21 
Feb. St. Mary’s High Street, Totnes.  Drawings 
created by Syrian Children living in a refugee 
camp https://www.facebook.com/events/474675242735913  

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

Four fonts walk into a bar.  The Barman said 
‘Oi! – get out. We don’t want your type in here.’ 
 
Two peanuts walk into a bar.  One was a 
salted. 
 
A pair of jump leads walk into a bar.  The 
barman says ‘I’ll serve you, but don’t start 
anything.’ 
 

Rite of Election – a report by those involved from our parish 
“Last Sunday afternoon my fellow enquirer and I and our sponsors went 
to the Right of Election service at Cathedral Church of St Mary & St 
Boniface, Plymouth where as part of the RCIA process we were 
graciously welcomed by Bishop Mark. Our respectful and humorous 
RCIA meetings every Wednesday evening with Father Francis have 
been an oasis of intimate learning about the catholic faith. So it was a 
lovely surprise to be amongst so many happy smiling others from the 
diocese who are on a similar path and at similar stages and it was very 
affirming to hear a couple of testimonies from other attendees. I didn’t 
quite expect that my usual rendition with gusto of the recessional hymn, 
Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer, would be so interrupted by tears 
and a slight wobble in my voice! A very moving experience. My signature 
is now in the Book of the Elect and I look forward to the next steps.” 
Simon Bradbury  

     
 “I hope this short piece makes sense to you all, but it is a very personal 
experience I would like to share with you.  Last Sunday Simon and I had 
the privilege to take part in the Rite of Election at Plymouth Cathedral.  
The Ceremony was a wonderful experience and the Service beautiful 
and unforgettable.  My personal experience was very emotional.  I felt 
totally at ease up to the point of meeting Bishop Mark.  At this point I 
was overcome, welled up and found myself unable to say anything.  
Fortunately Sue was with me as my sponsor and helped me through.  I 
have to admit that I had not expected to experience anything like this 
and am still a little overcome by the way I was affected.  I also have to 
admit that I have little recollection of the ceremony after this until the tea 
and biscuits when I was again privileged to meet Bishop Mark.  I am so 
grateful for the support of Sue, Simon, Adrian and Esther on the day.”  
John. 

 


