
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; Albert Pruett; Patricia Bachelor; Dr. Ironside; Mary Witt; 
Florence Ratcliffe; Anne Hogg; Gertrude Hutchinson; Mary Vine; Francis Bowen; Maria 
Hirsch; Ena Hartley; Ronald Hext; Albert Bond; Richard Northcott; Sheila Horak; John 

French; Robert Coates; Maureen Williams; Ruth Milton; George Garrett; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

6th March, 2016 Fourth Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.168 

 

 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 

Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

20th/21st Feb. collections First  Second  
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £53.27 £10.00 £32.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £156.07 £23.08 £40.10 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £62.46 £42.85 £24.25 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £12.71 £23.92 £51.08 £51.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.00 £26.00 £536.32 £112.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £31.46   £45.75 
So thank you once again, especially in South Brent, for your very generous 
donations following CAFOD Lent Fast Day.  They total, with gift aid, £912.50.  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – Saturday Lent 

 

I think it’s fair to say that the Parish Pilgrimage 
to Assisi was a success; everyone seemed to 
enjoy the spiritual journey as well as the 
physical one, an important part of which was 
helping one another along as we travelled 
together in search of a closer relationship with 
the Lord Jesus.  Hopefully the reflections of 
some of the participants will appear in future 
newsletters.  In the meantime, you might like to 
see a photographic diary kept by Fr. Francis.  
Go the parish website (address above) and 
click on ‘News.’ 

 

Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £48.60 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £177.74 £20.00 

Second £13.76  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £11.70 £22.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £47.50 £31.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.76 £33.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £29.44 
 

Next weekend we will have one of our periodic second collections for 
Syrian refugees as decided at a parish meeting.  It was felt appropriate to 
have these every four to six weeks, so those scheduled for the remainder 
of this year are on the weekends of 13th March, 24th April, 29th May, 24th 
July, 21st August, 25th September, 30th October and 27th November. 
Report from Aid to the Church in Need, 23rd February 2016: 
PEOPLE under constant threat of bombardment in the Syrian city of 
Aleppo will receive a fresh emergency relief package in the latest round of 
aid payments announced by the UK arm of Catholic charity Aid to the 
Church in Need. At least 5,000 people – 1,300 families – in Aleppo and 
Hassake, both in northern Syria, are in line for a six months’ supply of gas, 
electricity, water and rent – all desperately needed amid a deepening 
infrastructure crisis caused by growing conflict in the area. The £187,000 
aid package will be coordinated by Sister Annie Demerjian, a long-standing 
ACN project partner, who leads a team of people who have assessed the 
needs of thousands of people in the area.  

Just back from Syria, John 
Pontifex, ACN UK Head of Press 
and Information, said: “Against a 
backdrop of enormous suffering 
which we saw for ourselves, 
ACN’s help is a great consolation 
– and we were told this again and 
again by bishops, priests, 
Sisters, young and old who gave 
us words of thanks to be passed 
on to the charity’s wonderful 
benefactors.  

“As one priest in Homs told me: ‘Our tears are not only tears of sadness, 
they are tears of joy that someone has heard our cries and come to help 
us.’ ”  

 
Bishop Georges Abou Khazen, Vicar 
Apostolic of Aleppo, visiting one of the 
bombed areas. 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Job Vacancy 

We would welcome applications for a vacancy 
we currently have for a Mealtime 
Assistant.  The position would involve setting 
up the tables and chairs for lunchtimes, helping 
to serve the food and to supervise the children 
during lunchtimes.  The hours of employment 
are 12.00-1.30pm, Monday to Friday (term 
time only) at £7.85 per hour. 
The usual enhanced Disclosure and Barring 
Service check is required for this post. We are 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people, and 
expect all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 
 A job description and an application form can 
be obtained either from the school on 01364 
642389 or by emailing the head teacher: 
head@st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The week began with the children in Burrator working on the new school 
video with Alison from the Abbey Education Department and Mike-Luke 
from Abbey Media Studios. The object of the exercise was to get some 
ideas from the children about what they liked about the school so that 
these aspects and events can be filmed over the coming months and 
some of the conversations / interviews could be used as voice overs. I 
think Alison was finding it quite hard going at first getting the children to 
relax and talk at any length about anything until the questions turned to 
the school meals. At this point she said that almost every child could fill 
at least half an hour about how good the food is, in particular, how 
fantastic the roasts are! It did not take Alison long to re-arrange her order 
of questions so that the children started by talking about the food and 
were then in full flow when asked about anything else. 
The middle of the week was also busy with Burrator class performing a 
dance at South Dartmoor Community College as part of the Body 
Language Festival on Tuesday. The children had been practising hard 
with the assistance of Marina Saldhana, who runs a local dance school, 
for a number of weeks beforehand and they were rewarded with an 
abundance of compliments not only for the quality of the dance but also 
their exemplary behaviour throughout the afternoon. On Thursday 
Burrator and Fernworthy classes went to Exeter University to see a 
schools’ performance of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. Once 
again the staff were proud that our children behaved impeccably – not 
least because they did not interrupt the performance for everyone else by 
constantly wanting to go to the toilet as many other children did! 
The week ended with our intrepid BMXers completing their final session 
at Decoy. It was not without incident as one of the children ended up in A 
& E at Newton Abbot having suffered a good jab in the ribs with his 
handlebars. However, St Mary’s pupils are made of stern stuff and said 
child returned to school in time for lunch – potentially cracked ribs and all. 
We weren’t sure if it was the lunch he didn’t want to miss, his 100% 
attendance he wanted to maintain or his visit to the Abbey in the afternoon 
for the Easter workshop “Threads of Easter”. Whichever it was, not 
surprisingly, he was greeted as a hero by all concerned! 

 

Marriage Matters:      
The Fourth Sunday of Lent  
The need for gratitude and trust 
The Gospel illustrates the Father’s amazing forgiveness but the 
elder brother reacts angrily and is resentful and self-righteous. 
At times when we feel hurt and resentful and life seems unfair, 
and tensions rise, we can blame each other. Jesus’ message 
is to trust in our husband/wife, to look for their loving ways and 
to ask forgiveness for our own faults.  

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus said, 
‘Stay here while I pray’ ” (Mk 14:32) 

 

Tuesdays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
 

8th March Buckfastleigh 
15th March Ashburton 
22nd March Buckfastleigh 

Please note that the regular Confession time 
of 11 a.m. on Saturdays in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel will continue as usual. 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

 
“We finally found a way to handle the Moses’ 

‘shining face’ situation. 

Proclaim 15  
Calling all who have an involvement or interest in evangelisation and 
catechesis within our parishes.  Come along to a day of talks, discussion 
and prayer on: “Proclaiming God’s Mercy in the passion and resurrection 
of Jesus”.  This day will be led by Andrew Brooks, a Dominican, and will 
take place at St. Boniface’s College, Crownhill, Plymouth, PL5 3AG, on 
Saturday, March 12th, 10.30 for 11am until 3pm  

Applications are now being taken for places at 
the Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer 
Camps to be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast 
Abbey.  Camps are in July and August.  
Please see posters for details. Costs are 
subsidised by the parish. Application forms 
can be obtained from your parish priest or 
online at www.pdsummercamps.org.uk .  
Prompt applications for these popular events  
are advisable. 

 

 
Understand your Fertility: 

Any woman can learn to interpret her signs of fertility 
through all her changing life stages from puberty to 
menopause.  Learn to observe your body’s signals and 
discover that nature clearly indicates times of fertility 
and infertility in regular and irregular cycles. 
For free info leaflet, please contact Natural Family 
Planning South West on 01752 224018 
Natural Family Planning, simple and scientifically verified is 
in line with the Church’s moral teaching 
 

 

  


