
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

She oversees a convent of Syrian-Catholic nuns on the edge of the 
desert 50 miles north of Syria’s capital, Damascus. But she adds the 
local Muslims fear the extremists too: “After all, the jihadists also kill 
Muslims. No one 
wants them here.”  
Extremism and conflict have reduced many families in Iraq and Syria 
to extreme poverty, but ACN is helping with aid including: 
• The Good Shepherd Sisters’ clinic in Beirut caring for refugees from 
Syria and Iraq 
• Makeshift housing for displaced families in Iraq 
• Mass stipends for priests ministering to the persecuted in Iraq and 
Syria 
• Food and medicine for refugee families in Syria’s Valley of the 
Christians 
Sister Houda said: “We have to help  
the people regain their hope and faith  
in a future in Syria. If not, we will lose  
them. We therefore thank everyone  
who has donated to Aid to the Church  
in Need for their support.” She  
thanked benefactors, saying: “Now we  
are again dependent on their  
generosity and especially on their prayers. May God bless them.” 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Murphy; Dom Gilbert Fennessy; Dame Agnes Hughes; Teresa Smith; Ann Ilbert; Stanhope Reeves; 
Gertrude Richards; John Alexander; Herman Maier OSB; Edith Newton; William Collinge; Daniel 
Scott Maddocks; Thomas Nicholl; Angela Bull; Urban Bernard OSB; Richard Caunter; Saturnina 

Barber; Reginald Simpson; Beatrice May; Amy Vasey; Mary Hewett; Henri Lecourt-Lory; John Farrell; 
Doris McKinlay; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

13th March, 2016 Fifth Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.176 

 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Lent 
Tuesday Lent 

Wednesday Lent 
Thursday St. Patrick 

Friday Lent 
Saturday St. Joseph 

 

 
Last week’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £54.20 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £192.34 £33.08 

Second £18.30  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £37.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.60 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £36.45 £58.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £43.21 
A few weeks ago the marvellously successful 
coffee morning held in South Brent for the 
Refugee Appeal was mentioned in the 
newsletter.  Readers will be delighted to hear 
that the final figure for the amount yielded by 
that function is £269.64.  Thank you very much 
indeed to Mary Shepherd and her helpers for 
organising it and to all those, of all 
denominations, who supported it. 

This weekend we have a 
second collection for Syrian 
refugees.  
“The jihadists are not far 
away. We Christians are 
scared of them,” Sister 
Houda Fadoul told ACN. 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Job Vacancy 

We would welcome applications for a vacancy 
we currently have for a Mealtime 
Assistant.  The position would involve setting 
up the tables and chairs for lunchtimes, helping 
to serve the food and to supervise the children 
during lunchtimes.  The hours of employment 
are 12.00-1.30pm, Monday to Friday (term 
time only) at £7.85 per hour. 
The usual enhanced Disclosure and Barring 
Service check is required for this post. We are 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people, and 
expect all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 
 A job description and an application form can 
be obtained either from the school on 01364 
642389 or by emailing the head teacher: 
head@st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk 
 

On this coming Thursday, 17th March, we are due to have our next 
parish meeting for Syria.  The purpose is twofold: firstly, we come 
together to pray;  although your efforts so far to provide practical help 
have been magnificent, we must never forget that the most important 
and effective way of helping people is to pray that the Lord will bless 
them with peace and prosperity, combating the evil forces, natural and 
supernatural, which cause their suffering.  Secondly we come together 
to review past efforts and plan for the future, an important way to 
maintain the momentum; the refugees and exiles need us to 
persevere!  Please come along to the Abbey for 7 p.m.  The venue will 
be different this time, so it’s probably best if we rendezvous outside 
the church for Fr. Francis to guide you to the meeting room. 

 

Looking ahead: Fr. Francis will be glad to hear 
from anyone willing to take part in the 
Washing of the Feet at the Mass on Maundy 
Thursday.  Recently Pope Francis has 
clarified that both men and women may have 
their feet washed. parish@buckfast.org.uk  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:      
Fifth Sunday of Lent  
 
Let joy fill our hearts 
Today is the first day of the rest of our 
lives! It is vital that we don’t carry past 
hurts with us, and are able to forgive and 
move on. We need to look at our faults 
and failings and seek forgiveness of 
each other first. This gives life and hope 
for our relationship. Let us strive for 
perfection – together. 
 

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and Jesus said, 
‘Stay here while I pray’ ” (Mk 14:32) 

 

Tuesdays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
 

15th March Ashburton 
22nd March Buckfastleigh 

Please join in this wonderful way of 
preparing for the celebration of the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of the Lord.  It really 
does help to make those liturgies much more 
meaningful. 

“He fills your mouth with laughter” (Job 8:21) 

"How can I help you?" said the doctor. ”Well, it's like this" said the man. "I 
keep thinking I'm a moth". "A moth?" "Yes" the man replied. "I'm 
convinced that I'm a moth". "Well I'm very sorry, but you're in the wrong 
place. What you need is a psychiatrist".  "That's what I've been thinking" 
replied the man. "Well, as it happens, I know just the man". said the doctor 
"I'll give him a call and see if he can fix an appointment for you after 
Christmas." The man agreed and the doctor made the appointment. "Tell 
me" said the doctor "It must have been very apparent from the sign 
outside that I'm a general practitioner. So if you already know you need 
to see a psychiatrist, why did you come in?" "Well" the man said in a 
resigned voice "The door was open and the lights were on” 

Applications are now being taken for places at 
the Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer 
Camps to be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast 
Abbey.  Please see posters for details or 
online at www.pdsummercamps.org.uk .   

Fr. Francis is Chair of Governors of St. Mary’s School, our parish school, and the Abbey’s General Manager, Mr. Deacon, 
together with a number of parishioners and parents give very generously of their time to support the school as governors.  
While they take very seriously their role of challenging the school to maintain a culture of continual improvement, they are 
very proud of the wonderful Headteacher and her staff and all that they achieve with and for the children.  So we would like 
to list a few of the school’s achievements as reported to them at a recent meeting: 

• Key Stage 2 attainment levels are predicted to be above the national average for reading, writing and maths. 
• Pupils have begun writing, producing and filming a short film about the school which will be part of the school website.  

This follows the success of their film for the Abbey Education Department made last year, which can be viewed at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/bringing-your-school-to-buckfast-abbey_267.html  

• Head teacher has been asked to support the Plymouth CAST HR Adviser (CAST is the name of our Multi-Academy 
Trust); All our teachers have led and supported training of teachers in other CAST schools. Mitzi has been asked to 
sit on the Plymouth CAST buildings committee.  

• Due to increasing numbers, staff and building changes are taking place to enable a separate class for reception 
pupils from September 

• School council decided to sell Fairtrade goods from Traidcraft  
• Pupils from Burrator class invited to read at the Women’s day of Prayer service on 4th March.  They also took part in 

the body language dance event at South Dartmoor, impressing staff from other schools with their beautiful dance 
and impeccable behaviour. 

• Badminton sessions for Fernworthy class supported by South Dartmoor Sports Partnership.  
• There have been 4 after school clubs (x2 general sports, cookery, and football) and four lunchtime clubs (drama, 

chess, sports, tennis).  
• An event is planned to support Sports Relief (18th March) to be organised by the school council.  
• A girls’ football tournament for Year 5/6 is booked at South Dartmoor Community College  
• School has offered drum, violin and piano tuition.  
• Easter sessions planned for each class at the Education department at the Abbey and an Easter bonnet parade for 

the end of term  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

All schools are encouraged these days to collaborate and interact with 
other schools either in their local learning communities or, as in our case 
this week, with other schools in our Multi Academy Trust. And so some 
20 pupils made the trip to Brixham for the annual Catholic Schools’ 
Football Tournament at St Margaret Clitherow Primary School. Our 
Headteacher Miss Slack was accompanied by Mr Knibb, who has 
supported the school over a number of decades and who is offered up for 
these occasions by his daughter, Mrs Kerswell, and also Mrs Bradford, 
one of the Teaching Assistants.  
Cast your mind back to the weather on Wednesday – horizontal rain which 
only stopped when the clouds were blown aside by the cutting Arctic 
winds which were strong enough to blow small children away. Fortunately, 
the pitches were formed of mud sufficiently gloopy to hold onto the feet of 
those small children so none were lost in the wind. Imagine Miss Slack’s 
joy when they arrived late only to find that the tournament hadn’t yet 
started and the probability that it “may run over a bit”. The day got longer 
and longer and colder and windier. The children played their best and 
made us proud by persevering against the odds.  Some children even lay 
down and drummed with their heels when they had to swap out with other 
children so that everyone got a go (this may have been due to the fear of 
hypothermia setting in as they watched from the sidelines). 
Anyway to cut a long story short – we took part, some enjoyed it, some 
didn’t. Characters were formed and the collaboration was a good thing to 
do. Fortunately, the windburn on Miss Slack’s face is not so noticeable 
now and we hope it will have completely gone by next week! 


