
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Holy Week 
Tuesday Holy Week 

Wednesday Holy Week 
Thursday Maundy Thursday 

Friday Good Friday 
Saturday Holy Saturday 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Wallace; Mary Vaughan; Emilie Post; Violet Lloyd-Still; Br. Hilarion Mohn;  
Archbp. Francis Grimshaw; Aelred Hewett OSB; Elizabeth Daley; Ann Hood; Betty Gable;  

Maude Stafford; Clare Furnieux; Agnes Hodgson; Christine Sampson; May Grout; Mary Anne Daw; 
Dulcibell Russell; Stanley Allen; Edward Goddard; Edmund Stewart OSB; Sr. Bede Wilson OSB; 

Isabel Andrews; Mabel Gardener; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 
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The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation/ Confession 

Please remember that the 
Sacraments are not normally 
celebrated on Holy Saturday 
until the Easter Vigil.  There 
will, however, be an 
opportunity for Confession in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
after the Liturgy on Good 
Friday until 5 p.m. 
 

Services for the Paschal Triduum  
The Church recommends that the liturgy of Holy Week is celebrated in the parish church 
with the participation of the whole parish.  So the liturgy will take place in the Abbey at the 
times given: 

Maundy Thursday at 6 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper The celebration of the Last Supper, at which the Lord Jesus gave us His Body in the Eucharist. This Mass ends with a procession taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose.  From then until Midnight the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open for adoration.  The Church encourages all the faithful to spend some time in silent prayer with the Lord during this evening. 
During this Mass we have the beautiful ceremony of the washing of the feet.  Pope Francis 
has recently given teaching on the theological significance of this rite and the Vatican 
Department responsible for giving effect to this teaching has written that those who have 
their feet washed should be: “a small group of the faithful to represent the variety and the 
unity of each part of the people of God. Such small groups can be made up of men and 
women, and it is appropriate that they consist of people young and old, healthy and sick, 
clerics, consecrated men and women and laity.”  If you would like to take part in this 
ceremony, please contact Fr. Francis  
 

Good Friday at 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion We mark by this solemn liturgy the moment when our Lord Jesus died to save us. After this Service there will be an opportunity for confession in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel until 5 p.m.  
Holy Saturday at 9 p.m. The Easter Vigil With a celebration of the Light of the World and the history of salvation, we come together to that moment of rejoicing, when Jesus, the Son of God, was raised by His Father to glory, giving us reason to hope for eternal joy.  This year the joy of this night is even greater as we support Simon Bradbury who will be baptised and John Goulden who will be received into the Church during the Vigil. Come and stand with them, as their faith and hope in the Church established by Jesus to bring us to salvation renews our own joy at being members of the Fold of the Good Shepherd. 

This Sunday there 
will be a second 
collection to buy 

flowers for Easter 

  

Because of the Holy Week liturgies some of the 
usual weekday Masses in the parish will not take 
place.  Here is a list of those which will happen: 

Monday Abbey 8 a.m. & 12.05 p.m. 
Tuesday Abbey 8 a.m. & 12.05 p.m. 
Wednesday Abbey 8 a.m. & 12.05 p.m. 

From Wednesday the only Masses are those of the 
Paschal Triduum (see above) 

Bishop Mark will celebrate the 
Chrism Mass in the Cathedral this 
Wednesday at 12 noon.  All 
welcome  

Masses on Easter Sunday morning in this parish: 
9 a.m. South Brent 10:30 a.m. Ashburton 
9 a.m. Abbey  10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

 
 

“They came to Gethsemane, and 
Jesus said, ‘Stay here while I pray’ ” 

(Mk 14:32) 
 

Tuesdays during Lent at 6 p.m. 
 

22nd March Buckfastleigh 
Please join in this wonderful way of 
preparing for the celebration of the 
Passion, Death and Resurrection of 
the Lord.  It really does help to make 
those liturgies much more 
meaningful.  It’s followed by 
refreshments; last week these were 
so pleasantly convivial that we 
seemed not to notice the time 
passing.  But you’ll certainly be 
home before the pubs close! 



 
 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture Readings:   
 

Palm Sunday 
The Kingdom of God is a lifestyle choice 
Today’s readings are deeply moving, calling us to what? Can we stand 
up for our marriages; make lifestyle choices, putting our marriage first? 
Joseph of Arimathea stood up for what he believed in, when others had 
run away. He lived in ‘hope of seeing the Kingdom of God’. This kingdom 
is among us; let us choose it today – for us. 
 

 “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”  
(Job 8:21) 

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old Bobby 
stayed home from church with a baby-sitter.  When the family returned 
home, they were carrying several palm fronds. Bobby asked them what 
they were for.  
'People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by,' his father told him.  
'Wouldn't you know it,' Bobby fumed, 'the one Sunday I don't go and he 
shows up.' 
 

Last Thursday evening about twenty generous 
parishioners came together for one of our parish 
prayer meetings for Syria and to take stock of 
past efforts to provide them with material 
support and plan our future efforts.  We missed 
some of our regular attenders who were 
prevented by illness or family commitments from 
joining us and we remembered them in our 
prayers. 
In our short liturgy we recalled the exiles of the 
Old Testament and the exile of the Holy Family 
themselves as they fled the persecution Herod.  
We recalled the events of salvation history 
which show how God offers us his Fatherly 
protection and we prayed that today’s exiles 
would one day be able to live in peace in their 
homes once more. 
We were delighted to have Dr. Caroline Farey 
with us from the School of the Annunciation.  
During our planning session we drafted 
arrangements for the series of lectures on 
Syrian topics which members of the School 
have offered to give, with donations from those 
who attend going to our Parish Appeal.  Watch 
this space. 
We also heard that a licence has been granted 
for a Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery.  This is 
planned to be an ongoing fundraising vehicle 
with the obvious added incentives!  More 
information will be forthcoming in the next 
couple of weeks.  
Kate Goulden and Joy Winzer are facilitating a 
weekly silent prayer vigil in the Lady Chapel of 
the Abbey on Tuesdays from 10 to 10.30.  We 
thank them for this important aspect of our 
efforts for the refugees.  We hope to provide a 
prayer focus for use during the vigil. 
Planning for the auction of promises is 
proceeding, with an anticipated date sometime 
in June.  Buckfastleigh is also planning a quiz 
night in September. 
We heard how the people of Kingsbridge parish 
have contributed to our donation of goods to the 
Devon and Cornwall Refugee Service, sending 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

If you saw the list of activities that St Mary’s children get involved in which 
Fr Francis included in the newsletter last week, you will know that variety 
is the spice of life at St Mary’s! This week has been no exception with:- 
Evacuees - the children in Burrator have sampled something of life as it 
was in the war with a trip to the South Devon Railway World War II day, 
many dressed in the style of the forties, carrying their packed lunches, 
cunningly disguised as brown paper parcels. 
Marine Biologists – five children from Fernworthy spent the day with real 
scientists at the Citadel Hill Laboratory in Plymouth where they looked at 
dead fish, live plankton, mermaids’ purses and many other fishy things 
besides. 
Singers – the children in Key Stage 2 practised some quite jazzy singing 
for an event to be held by the South Dartmoor Learning Community in the 
summer term. It sounded very avant garde to me but I’m sure it sounds 
great to those who know about these things. 
Dancers – Fernworthy children have been practising a Viking dance with 
Marina Saldhana and they will be performing this for parents next week. 
I’m not sure what a Viking dance looks like but they have also been 
making shields and swords this week so it could be quite an exciting few 
minutes! 
Footballers – the children once again donned their football kits for a 
couple of matches against Buckfastleigh. Unfortunately we lost but at 
least it was in the sunshine, albeit on a nippy Spring day, not torrential 
rain and the mud was limited accordingly ( or was it reduced by my fierce 
stare as the children approached the carpets with their boots on? I must 
confess that makes most children pause in their stride and think, maybe, 
now is a good time to take their boots off!). 
Fundraisers – many attended school on Friday in their sports kit and paid 
£1 to Sports Relief. As always, many of the boys came as footballers but 
the girls ranged from ballerinas to rugby players. One little girl was going 
to wear her wetsuit but the fact that she couldn’t really bend her arms 
meant she had to rule that out and came as a skater instead. The children 
also took part in an Obstacle Course set up by the School Council to mark 
the day in active style! 
Not bad for a little school ‘ey? 
  

 

Last week’s first collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £64.55 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £224.05 £53.08 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £9.50 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.42 £13.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £34.97 £38.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £36.96 
 

Last week’s second 
collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £62.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £55.56 £486.28 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £1.50 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.43 £58.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £51.21 £75.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £162.32 
Thank you for all these donations and once 
again for your magnificent generosity to the 
ongoing Parish Appeal for Syrian Refugees.  To 
date this amounts to £842.98, which together 
with matching funding from the monastery and 
gift aid totals £1,848.28.   

some twenty bag-fulls over which Penny Townsend very kindly delivered 
to the office in Plymouth. 
We decided to have our next meeting for prayer and planning on 
Thursday 26th May at 7 p.m. at the Abbey 
Thank you so much to all of you who are contributing to these efforts and 
especially to those who go the extra mile and attend the meetings and 
organise events.  We saw recently how successful a simple coffee 
morning can be in raising funds for the cause, so please think of doing 
something for the cause.  We will all support you to get it off the ground. 


