
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- 
Saturday Easter Octave 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Kathleen Furlong; Sr. Mary Kelly; Olive Michelmore; Walter Green; Audrey Harrison;  
Nanine Herring-Mason; Mary McElroy; Theresa Murray; Mgr. Canon Hall;  

Desmond Mutton; Brian Straw;  Br. Thomas Smith; Br Meinrad Vornweg; Ada Grute; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

27th March, 2016 The Resurrection of the Lord Eucharistic Prayer: I Readings p. 258 
 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd 
Abbey 9 a.m. £81.76 £15.00 £23.50 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £781.44 £59.33 £47.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £25.50 £37.85 £6.50 
Ashburton 10:30am £48.00 £38.92 £32.50 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.00 £30.00 £31.80 

   £45.27   
The second collection was for Easter Flowers 
In addition a further £61 was donated to the parish Syria appeal, of 
which £30 was gift-aided. 

On Monday and Tuesday this week 
the Mass which normally begins at 8 
a.m. in the Abbey will begin at 9 a.m. 

 

 
“He is not here, for 
he has risen, as he 

said he would” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture Readings:  Easter Sunday: Giving each other new life 
Today’s theme is new life. It reminds us of our promise to be a source of life to each other every day in tenderness, 
understanding, encouragement and praise, yet also by forgiving our spouse particularly when he/she is vulnerable and 
full of self-doubt.    Today is a good day to thank God for all the life we have received. 
 

Many congratulations and prayers to 
Simon Bradbury and John Goulden, who 
became members of the Catholic Church 
at the Easter Vigil last night.  Simon was 
baptised and John, who was already 
baptised, was received into the Full 
Communion of the Catholic Church. 
 

Then both Simon and John received the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and the 
Holy Eucharist. What a joy to witness 
such a wonderful occasion. 
 

For them and for each other, let’s pray 
the prayer which the priest says in 
preparation for Confirmation: 
 

“Almighty God, Father of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who brought these your servants 
to new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
freeing them from sin: send upon them, 
O Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete; 
give them the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
fortitude, the spirit of knowledge and 
piety”   
 
May you be filled with awe as you sense 
the presence of the Lord in your life.  

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

John Pontifex of Aid to the Church in Need reports on a recent trip to Syria: 
More and more people in Syria are struggling to survive.  This is the main 
finding of an Aid to the Church in Need journey deep into a country where we 
met family after family desperate for food, warmth, clean clothes, shelter and 
medicine.  In places racked by shellfire, bomb-blast and worsening poverty, 
we saw your charity in action with aid being distributed to young and old alike.  
We met Sister Annie Demerjian, who spoke of her work leading a team 
providing aid in Aleppo, the epicentre of the conflict. 
She told us, “It is painful to see people without food and water.  In them, Jesus 
is hungry and thirsty.  What gives me joy is when I can help them and see the 
relief and happiness on their faces.” 
The need is especially acute for Christians who have fled persecution at the 
hands of extremists bent on destroying the Church whose roots date back to 
St. Paul and the first flowering of our Faith. 
One family told us: “If it wasn’t for you, we would not have survived.  You were 
the first to help.” 
Thanks to you and all who donate to ACN, Sister Annie and her team have 
been able to fund electricity for 800 households,  

provide 5,000 pairs of pyjamas, give 
2,500 pairs of shoes, distribute 7,200 
warm clothes– coats and jumpers, 
offer Easter gifts to children like toys, 
sweets and devotional items. 
Sr. Annie said “If you saw Aleppo you 
would cry.  So much of the city is 
destroyed and if you at ACN didn’t 
help them, who knows what would 
happen?  Really, you at ACN are 
helping us to perform miracles – it’s 
not easy to keep 300 families going 
with food.” 

 
Ministering Angel: Sr. Annie with a 
refugee family from Aleppo. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

There was this man who had a dog. He came home one day, and his 
dog was lying very still, apparently not breathing.  
In great distress, he took his beloved pet to the vet. He told the vet of 
his problem, and the vet said that there was a sure-fire way to see if 
the dog was indeed dead.  
He left the room and returned with a cat. He rubbed the cat in the dog’s 
face.  Nothing.  He tried again.  Still the dog lay motionless.  Not one 
to give up easily – the vet could see how sad the man looked – he tried 
once more. 
Was that a twitch of the dog’s whiskers?  Surely the man couldn’t be 
mistaken: he was sure he saw a slight flaring of the dog’s nostrils. 
Wonder of wonders!  All of a sudden, the dog sat up and began to bark 
(the feline – perhaps we should call him a cat-alyst – beat a hasty 
retreat) 
The man was overjoyed; he couldn’t thank the vet enough.  He asked 
how much he owed him. “£550 he replied" The man loved his dog and 
would have paid anything to get him back to his old self, but this 
seemed a bit steep. He asked the vet to explain.  The vet said, "Well, 
it’s only £50 for the visit, but you know how expensive medical 
procedures can be: I’m afraid it costs £500 for the cat-scan..." 
 

SPUC Pro-Life Chains 
"SPUC Silent Pro-Life Chains of Witness 
Saturday  23rd  April 11am – 1pm Exeter 
Street, Plymouth (near Friary Mill Retail 
Park) 
A major, annual event organised by SPUC 
Plymouth and replicated across the country. 
We stand along the kerb in Exeter Street 
holding placards with a pro-life message.  
Please don't leave this to 
others.  Remember,   "Silence in the face of 
evil is itself evil: God will not hold us 
guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak. Not to act 
is to act." (Dietrich Bonhoeffer).    
The chains will be seen by hundreds of 
passing motorist and mark the 
48th   anniversary of the Abortion Act 
coming into force in April 1968.  Please 
join us and be a voice for the voiceless 
unborn.  Info: Chris Hudson 01752 224018 

Many thanks to Angela Mollet who has written this account of a special day during the recent parish 
pilgrimage: 
Assisi is in the green heart of Italy, amongst fertile valleys and beautiful medieval hilltop villages. Fr 
Francis had put together a very comprehensive and interesting itinerary following the lives of St 
Francis and St Clare. I would like to share some of what I learnt about the little known St Clare and 
the Order of the Poor Clares. 
It was the 3rd day of our pilgrimage and Fr Francis had arranged for us to celebrate an early Mass 
in the Basilica St Clare. It was only a short walk [plus a ride up an outside elevator] to this beautiful 
church. The Basilica, simplicity itself. Outside the walls were covered with alternate strips of white 
and pink stone and on either side massive supporting arches. 
As we entered into this peaceful building, surprisingly uncluttered, and in the form of a traditional 
Latin cross, I noticed the beautiful frescoes on the walls. These were believed to have been painted 
by the artist Giotto and his students, probably around 1200. The main feature, hanging from above, 
a stunning wooden crucifix said to be 12th Century, and had originally hung in the Church of San 
Damiano. It was from this crucifix that St Francis heard the calling to rebuild the church. The Basilica 
was built for St Clare and eventually became her burial place in 1260. 
Having left her life as a nobleman’s daughter, Clare entered a traditional Benedictine Convent. She 
was the founder of the Order of the Poor Clares which dates back to when St Clare took the veil, 
celebrated by St Francis in 1212. The Rule of the Poor Clares was drawn up by St Francis himself 
and observed with rigour by St Clare. She lived a frugal life in prayer with her Sisters in the little 
Church of San Damiano. As this was outside the walls of Assisi, it was considered to be unsafe, so 
the Basilica was built inside Assisi itself. It is Assisi’s 2nd great church, the 1st the Basilica St 
Francis.  

Fr Francis celebrated Mass underneath this ancient and original 
Crucifix. Knowing its history, having Mass celebrated in this 
environment made me feel very humble and quite emotional, almost as 
if touched by the Spirit. The power of religion!  
After the gentle light and quietness inside we came outside into the 
bustling Piazza.  
Bright sunlight greeted us and sweeping views of the Umbrian valleys 
below. Looking up to the top of the town with its tiered narrow streets, 
alleyways and terracotta roofs, I noticed the Roman Fortress above. 
To complete our story of St Clare we then walked from the Basilica 
outside of Assisi’s walls and down some considerable steep steps, 
passing our Monastery Hotel to San Damiano - but that’s another 
reflection. 
I would like to thank Fr Abbot and especially Fr Francis for the 
opportunity to continue a very spiritual journey. 

 

 
Saint Clare 


