
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Stanislaus 

Tuesday – 
Saturday Eastertide 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Angela Carey; Dorothea Marriott; Norma Small; Mary Moll; Pamela Daly; Ada Sass; 
Elizabeth Long; Gertrude Donald; Mary Nicholls; Hilda Hull; Anna Kermigle;  

Roberta Cumming; Francis Hext; Dom Joseph Buguet; June Tarasiuk; Sheila O’Sullivan;  
Maud Emmett; Vida Morris; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

10th April, 2016 Third Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p. 265 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £42.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £198.04 £23.08 

Second £36.25  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £71.50 £38.35 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.95 £28.57 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.00 £52.50 

   £38.12 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

 
Free entry  -  Donations for  
the Syrian Appeal 

St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfast, Northwood 
Lane, TQ11 0EG 

7.30pm start, 45 min talks, questions & refreshments 
 
Wed 20th April: St Paul and Syria 
Wed 27th April:  1st Century Christianity in Syria 
Wed 4th May:    St Ephrem the Syrian 
Wed 11th May:  St John Damascene of Syria and Sacred Art: 

Christian and Islamic 
Speakers: Fr Guy de Gaynesford, Rector 

Dom Benet Watt OSB, Lecturer  
Dr Caroline Farey, Director of Studies 

Further details of the speakers is available on these websites: 
www.buckfast.org.uk www.buckfastparish.org.uk 
www.schooloftheannunciation.com  
 
Please let us know you will be attending: by phone: 01364 
645660 or email : enquiries@schooloftheanunciation.com 
 

Last chance!  Two tickets to Harrogate Flower Show are 
on offer to the highest bidder with proceeds going to the 
Parish Syrian Refugee Appeal.  The tickets are for use 
on any day between 21st and 24th April. 
Are you about to travel north, or do you have friends or 
relatives living near Harrogate?  On the gate the tickets 
cost £18.50 each.  
Please give your bid to Fr. Francis either in writing or by 
email to parish@buckfast.org.uk. Hurry!  The highest 
bidder by midday on Sunday 10th April will get the tickets. 

 

You will have seen in the press that teaching of Pope 
Francis following the Synod of Bishop’s discussions on 
the pastoral care of families has now been published. 
Amoris Laetitia – The Joy of Love, has chapters entitled 
In the Light of the Word; The Experiences and 
Challenges of Families; Looking to Jesus: the Vocation 
of the Family; Love in Marriage; Love Made Fruitful; 
Some Pastoral Perspectives; Towards a Better 
Education of Children; Accompanying, Discerning and 
Integrating Weakness; the Spirituality of Marriage and 
the Family.  
 
Full text available at the website of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference, http://www.cbcew.org.uk and copies in 
English will soon be available in bookshops.  
 
John Allen, a Catholic journalist who is always worth 
reading, has published his first article on the document: 
http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2016/04/08/pope-
francis-lets-the-world-in-on-the-churchs-best-kept-
secret/  

Buckfast Abbey Parish 
Syrian Refugee Appeal 
is grateful to the School 
of the Annunciation for 
offering 4 talks on 
Syria and Christianity 
 

From Bishop Mark: “The world day of prayer for vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life falls on next Sunday, 17th April, 
which is known as Good Shepherd Sunday. I would like every 
parish in the Diocese to take up a second collection for our 
Seminarians’ Fund on that day. I do realise that these second 
collections do sometimes seem endless, but I know this is a 
cause dear to all our hearts.” 
The Seminarians’ Fund provides for the training of priests for the 
Diocese of Plymouth, both for their college fees and their living 
costs, neither of which they are able to provide for themselves. 
Gift aid envelopes and standing order forms will be found in each 
church 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

An African chieftain flew to the US to visit the president.  When he arrived at the airport, a host of reports met him.  One 
asked if the chief had had a comfortable flight.  The chief made some weird noises: “screech, scratch honk, whistle, zzzzz” 
and then added in perfect English, “Yes, I had a very nice flight.” Another report asked, “Chief, do you plan to visit the 
Washington Monument while you are here?”  The chief made the same noises – “screech, scratch, honk, buzz, whistle, 
zzzzz” and then said “Yes, and also I plan to visit the White House and the Capitol Building.”  “Where did you learn to speak 
such flawless English?” asked the next reporter.  “Screech, scratch, honk, buzz, whistle, zzzzz – from the shortwave radio.” 
the chief replied.  

SPUC Pro-Life Chains 
"SPUC Silent Pro-Life Chains of Witness Saturday  23rd  April 
11am – 1pm Exeter Street, Plymouth (near Friary Mill Retail Park) 
The chains will be seen by hundreds of passing motorist and 
mark the 48th   anniversary of the Abortion Act coming into force 
in April 1968.  Please join us and be a voice for the voiceless 
unborn.  Info: Chris Hudson 01752 224018 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: Things change, miracles 
happen 
Today’s Scripture speaks into the heart of our 
marriage relationship. When Jesus comes into 
Peter’s life and work, just as He comes into ours, 
things change, ‘miracles’ happen: He invites, 
serves and asks profound questions: “do you love 
me?”. He challenges: “feed… look after…”. Peter 
found forgiveness and a commissioning; so can we 
when responding to His call: “follow me”. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children return to school on Monday after what 
seems to have been a long break with Easter being at 
the start of the holiday rather than in the middle. The 
summer term will stretch before them full of fun things to 
do with the hope of better weather in which to do it! 
However, before some of those fun things can be 
embarked upon, there is, for some of the children, the 
little matter of SATs to get through. As you probably 
know, the Year 6 children have to take tests in Literacy 
and Numeracy – over four days in the middle of May, they 
will complete the following:- 
English reading test; English grammar, punctuation and 
spelling test, (Paper 1, short answer questions, Paper 2, 
spelling). 
Mathematics, (Paper 1 arithmetic test, Paper 2 
reasoning, Paper 3, reasoning). 

In addition to that the children in 
Year 2 will be assessed in 
Literacy and Numeracy, the 
Year 1’s will be tested on their 
phonics and the tiddlers 
(Foundation Stage) will be 
assessed for their Early Years’ 
Foundation stage Profile.  

The rest will take “optional” SATs which the school does 
to assess standards of learning in each year as we have 
to show that the children are making progress throughout 
their time at school. 
In fact, none of the children will escape some form of 
grilling or another and, with the ever present possibility of 
an Ofsted inspection, the staff will also be assessed at 
some point (which only seems fair, in some ways, given 
what the children have to go through!). 
But these tests and  
assessments will come  
and go – as will Ofsted –  
and we will all still be  
here ready to enjoy what  
many would say are the  
more important things in  
life like fresh air and  
friendships, sunshine and school trips and all those 
things that will be remembered long after school days are 
done! 

The congregation at St. Benedict’s never complain that they 
miss out on an Easter Sunday Mass because their usual 
Sunday Mass is on Saturday evening.  Fr. Francis is grateful 
for their generous understanding and especially for their 
undiminished enthusiasm for celebrating Easter with joy when 
they are able to on the Saturday of the Easter Octave.  Here 
is an tangible expression of their joy; a lovely flower display 
beneath the altar: 

  
And on the right we have a detail of the Easter Garden at South 
Brent, showing the charming little empty tomb, complete with 
a light and a tiny shroud. 
Thank you, once again, to everyone who has helped us to 
celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord. 
 

Heartfelt congratulations to  
Penny and Kevin Vickers of  
South Brent who celebrate 
their Golden Wedding  
Anniversary on Monday 11th  
April.  Kevin is a tireless  
sacristan, sidesman and  
sometime organist and so  
much else at St. Dunstan’s and 
Penny puts in a lot of effort  
behind the scenes, making  
sure the altar cloths etc. are  
pristine. Together they are a  
constant, steady, joyful  
presence among us and we  
thank them for all they do to  
help us to be a true community 
 of love.  

Congratulations to the churches in South Brent, including the 
congregation of our own St. Dunstan’s:  
The annual Lent Lunches went down a treat thanks to the hard work 
of all involved, and a magnificent total of £243 was raised for charity 
and this has been sent to the Children's Hospice South West. 

 

 


