
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday St. Anselm 

Friday Eastertide 
Saturday St. George 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom Dunstan Goetz; Edward Causton; Alan Thiede; Henry O’Brien; Fredrick Northcote; 
Dom Celestine Byrne; Louise Mann; Grace Gillespie; Margaret Cousins; Frances Betts; Cybil 

Auckland; Archibald Leitch; Wilfred Ford; Emily Davis; Joseph Beard; Robert O’Shea; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th April, 2016 Fourth Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer I 

Readings p. 265 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £91.01 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £261.75 £40.08 

Second £18.26  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £71.09 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £28.76 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £32.45 £42.20 

   £38.51 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Please come to the four talks on Syria by the School of the 
Annunciation in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal 
Free entry  -  Donations for the Syrian Appeal 

St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfast, Northwood Lane, 
TQ11 0EG 

Wednesdays 7.30pm start, 45 min talks, questions & 
refreshments 

20th April:St Paul and Syria; 27th April:  1st Cent. Christianity in 
Syria 4th May:    St Ephrem the Syrian 11th May: St John 
Damascene of Syria and Sacred Art: Christian and Islamic 
Please let us know you will be attending: by phone: 01364 
645660 or email : enquiries@schooloftheanunciation.com 
 

In the prologue, Pope Francis sets the tone of his 
Apostolic Exhortation on love in the family, Amoris 
Laetitia: 
“Unity of teaching and practice is certainly necessary 
in the Church, but this does not preclude various 
ways of interpreting some aspects of that teaching or 
drawing certain consequences from it. This will 
always be the case as the Spirit guides us towards 
the entire truth (cf. Jn 16:13), until he leads us fully 
into the mystery of Christ and enables us to see all 
things as he does. Each country or region, moreover, 
can seek solutions better suited to its culture and 
sensitive to its traditions and local needs. For 
“cultures are in fact quite diverse and every general 
principle… needs to be inculturated, if it is to be 
respected and applied” 
…This Exhortation is especially timely in this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. First, because it represents an 
invitation to Christian families to value the gifts of 
marriage and the family, and to persevere in a love 
strengthened by the virtues of generosity, 
commitment, fidelity and patience. Second, because 
it seeks to encourage everyone to be a sign of mercy 
and closeness wherever family life remains imperfect 
or lacks peace and joy.” 
 

This weekend there is a second collection for the 
Seminarians’ Fund.   
 
This provides for the training of priests for the Diocese 
of Plymouth, both for their college fees and their living 
costs, neither of which they are able to provide for 
themselves. Gift aid envelopes and standing order 
forms will be found in each church 

Continuing our diverse efforts as a parish to respond to Pope 
Francis’ call to help the refugees of Syria, people who worship at 
St. Benedict’s have organised the following event, to which all are 
cordially invited: 
Saturday 25th June,  
7 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Grange Restaurant  
Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band  
Caller 
Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and chips supper 
Raffle (offers of prizes welcome). Cash bar available.   
Tickets available in each church from next weekend. 

 

Next weekend we will have one of our periodic 
second collections for Syrian refugees as decided at a 
parish meeting.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A young girl who was writing a paper for school came to her father and asked, “Dad, what is the difference between anger 
and exasperation?” 
The father replied, “It is mostly a matter of degree.  Let me show you what I mean.”  With that the father went to the telephone 
and dialled a number at random.  To the man who answered the phone, he said, “Hello, is Melvin there?”  The man answered, 
“There is no one living here named Melvin.  Why don’t you learn to look up numbers before you dial them?” 
“See,” said the father to his daughter.  “That man was not a bit happy with our call.  He was probably very busy with something 
and we annoyed him.  Now watch…” 
The father dialled the number again.  “Hello, is Melvin there?”  asked the father 
“Now look here!” came the heated reply.  “You just called this number and I told you that there is no Melvin here!  You’ve 
got a lot of nerve calling again!”  The receiver was slammed down hard. 
The father turned to his daughter and said, “You see, that was exasperation.  Now I’ll show you what anger looks like.”  He 
dialled the same number, and when a violent voice roared, “Hello!” the father calmly said, “Hello, this is Melvin.  Have there 
been any calls for me?” 

SPUC Pro-Life Chains 
"SPUC Silent Pro-Life Chains of Witness 
Saturday  23rd  April 11am – 1pm Exeter Street, Plymouth 
(near Friary Mill Retail Park) 
The chains will be seen by hundreds of passing motorist 
and mark the 48th   anniversary of the Abortion Act coming 
into force in April 1968.  Please join us and be a voice for 
the voiceless unborn.  Info: Chris Hudson 01752 224018 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings: 
Fourth Sunday of Easter       We are a light to the world 
Most people, when they get married, think their married life is 
a private affair but Jesus calls us to be a light to the world as 
a couple.  Through our gentleness and tenderness, our 
readiness to forgive each other, people we meet can 
experience some qualities of God’s love for them. Living in this 
way is the vocation of marriage 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As mentioned last week, the summer term is full of fun 
things to do, planned in the anticipation of fine weather in 
which to do them.... and so it was that this week work 
started on our mud kitchen in torrential rain! But we don't 
give in very easily here and so the children fully togged, 
head to toe, in old clothes and waterproofs, ventured 
forth in groups, with adults similarly attired, to our 
woodland area where they set to with spades and 
loppers. Considering the weather, the fact that none of 
the children complained at all showed that they definitely 
had fun!  

There were reports of small 
boys delighting in the sound and 
sensation of squelchy mud 
under their wellies as they 
stomped around in the puddles 
- unfortunately when they set off 
down the hill their wellies were 
so full of mud that they promptly 
slipped over! Other small boys 
were allowed, under careful 
supervision, to have a go at 
chopping branches with great 
big loppers with which they 
attacked the biggest branches 

they could find in a determined effort not to be outdone 
by nature. Pits were dug, a big sink was hauled into 
place, hooks were made to hang pots and pans on and 
the kitchen took shape over the course of the day. At 
home time, parents were dragged in by excited offspring 
to view the results of the children's efforts and all were 
very impressed. Over the coming weeks, parents and 
carers are invited to come in for outdoor learning 
sessions with their children so they will be hoping for a 
fully working kitchen to provide the refreshments! 
Next week, work starts on the fire pit..... 
  

Silent vigil for world peace 
Buckfastleigh Methodist Church 

Thursday 21st April from 7.30-8.30 pm 
All welcome 

 

John Pontifex of Aid to the Church in Need reports back from 
a country devastated by violence: 
“The streets were eerily quiet as we entered Homs.  This city, 
which saw some of the fiercest fighting in Syria, presented a 
scene of utter devastation – windows blown out, piles of 
rubble, walls peppered with bullet holes. 
And yet, in spite of a four-year siege, the heart of the city still 
beats.  It is here in the maze of streets of the Old City, that 
Father Jihad Nassif ministers at two churches, the badly 
damaged St. Maron’s and St. Charbel’s. 
The journey between the two is very dangerous and Fr. Jihad 
explained how he narrowly missed a bomb blast there on his 
way to meet us. 
Relying on ACN aid, his is able to provide shelter and heating 
for families determined to make a fresh start in the city whose 
ancient churches date back as far as 50 A.D. 
“I have been a priest for 33 years,” said Fr. Jihad, “but only 
when I came to Homs did I understand what it means to 
celebrate Mass.  The answer to this war is the Eucharist, 
breaking the bread and giving what little we have to those 
who have none.  Warmongers by definition do not share, 
but in the Eucharist we thank God for giving us the 
chance to share his love with those so sorely in need of 
it.” 
ACN’s latest requests for Homs include help for 430 widows -  

food and toiletries including soap, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, toilet rolls and washing powder. 
 

 
Riding through the eerily quiet streets of Homs, the 
devastation is plain to see. 


