
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Mark 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday St. Catherine of Siena 
Saturday Eastertide 

 

Please pray for those whose 
anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Greta Strachan; Mary Stancombe;  
Janet Dooner; Kathleen Hinkley; Annie 
Smith; Larry Sumner; Clare Lindsay;  

Isabel Thomson;  John Gilroy; Patrick Stuart; 
Evan Tredegar; Dom Richard Dillenz;  
Ernest Long; Edward Le Hunte Ward; 

William Macmullen; Francis Gomet;  
Alastair Stuart; Dom Alban Lavery; Joseph 

Moll; Fr. Eugene Reynolds; Robert Fox; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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24th April, 2016 Fifth Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
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Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £58.80 £20.00 £78.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £453.39 £48.08 £239.37 £30.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £44.30 £37.85 £24.60 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.60 £28.92 £61.70 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £33.95 £28.00 £29.75 £48.50 

   £40.71   £25.88 
So special thanks for the second collection for the Diocesan Seminarians Fund which, with gift aid, 
raised £562.80 altogether 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Talks on Syria by the School of the Annunciation  
in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal 

 
Last Wednesday Fr. Guy de Gaynesford treated more than forty people to a 
fascinating account of St. Paul's time in Syria.  
 

 
 
With great animation his talk, illustrated with old masters, photographs and 
maps helped us to see the impact which St. Paul’s time in Damascus and 
Antioch had on him: on his thinking, his relationship with God, his relationship 
with Jesus Christ and his understanding that salvation is available to gentiles 
who believe in him, just as it is to Jews. Because of St. Paul’s influence on the 
development of the Church’s understanding of itself and of its Saviour, the talk 
was at the same time an account of the debt we all owe to the people and 
places in Syria.  
It was wonderful to welcome Christians from other local churches to share this 
great experience and there was no shortage of questions at the end of the 
talk.  The questions continued over refreshments and the donation basket filled 
up very pleasingly.  Those attending were very generous, donating £263.78 of 
which £196.28 was gift-aided.  We also had a wonderful surprise when we 
opened a letter from someone from Plymouth sorry that they could not attend 
and enclosing a donation for the series - of £1,000!   
Thank you very much to Fr. Guy and to everyone in the School of the 
Annunciation for their hard work in preparing this series of talks. 
 
Everyone is most welcome to come to the rest of the talks – they are ‘stand-
alone’, so it doesn’t matter if you missed the first one – but please let us know 
you are coming if you haven’t already (by phone: 01364 645660 or email : 
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com ) – this helps us to make sure enough 
chairs and biscuits are available! 
 

This weekend we will have one 
of our periodic second 
collections for Syrian refugees as 
decided at a parish meeting.   

Free entry  -  Donations for the Syrian 
Appeal 

St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, 
Buckfast, Northwood Lane, TQ11 

0EG 
Wednesdays 7.30pm start, 45 min talks, 

questions & refreshments 
27th April:  
1st Century Christianity in Syria   
4th May:      
St Ephrem the Syrian, poet and 
theologian 
11th May:   
St John Damascene of Syria and Sacred 
Art: Christian and Islamic 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” 
(Job 8:21) 

 
A new Army recruit was given guard duty at 2 a.n.  He did his 
best for a while, but about 4 a.m. he fell asleep.  He woke to 
find the officer of the day standing before him.  Remember the 
heavy penalty for being asleep on guard duty, this smart 
young man kept his head bowed for another moment, then 
looked upward and said reverently, “A-a-a-men!” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: 
Fifth Sunday of Easter               Today is all we have 
We as a couple are unique - a one off! No other couple 
is quite like us. We can share the load, lighten the 
burden, and double the joys!  Jesus said ‘Love one 
another as I have loved you’. Just as I care for myself, I 
must care for you too in the same way. Let us celebrate 
our coupleness. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

You may not be surprised to hear that our fire pit building 
(digging?) session did not go ahead this week due to 
inclement weather on Friday. You can do so much in the 
rain but digging a hole to put a fire in doesn’t work if the 
result is actually not a hole put a puddle. So this has been 
postponed until next week when we will hope for more of 
the right ingredients for creating fire. 
Having said that, fire has been a bit of a theme this week, 
not least because the fire alarm has had a fault on it 
which has meant that for two or three whole days the fire 
panel outside my office has been beeping with varying 
degrees of urgency. Comments have ranged from “do 
you know this is beeping?” to “I bet that’s very annoying!” 
Observations which were usually made just after I had 
managed not to “hear” the noise any more but which then 
brought it to my attention again. Luckily a man was 
summoned who, eventually, pinpointed the problem and 
then spent a day putting it right. We were then able to 
hold a fire drill. 
As you can imagine, this is not the most popular activity 
with the teachers – class just settling to work, all is calm, 
learning objectives for the next few minutes have been 
made clear… then, to be blunt about it, all hell breaks 
loose! The first practice of the year often results in much 
squealing and shrieking as the bells rattle, clang and 
vibrate through the rooms. The next practices improve 
and the children learn that they must be quick but calm 
as they leave the building and line up ready for their 
registers to be called. However, post fire drill, adrenaline 
is high in both adults and children and the session can 
never quite recover its earlier calm atmosphere. But it is 
a very necessary health and safety exercise and, just to 
ensure authenticity, Miss Slack and I don’t always tell the 
teachers that it is going to happen - and you can imagine 
how pleased they are when we do that. We just try to 
make sure that, when we press the alarm, the rain isn’t 
torrential or the ice too thick or the sun too hot as that 
would be unkind but, of course, sometimes even we don’t 
know it’s going to go off and then we’re all in a state 
afterwards! 
  

The Bishops of England and Wales have issued a message 
about the Pope’s Letter on Family Life:  Amoris Laetitia: 
We are inspired by the Pope’s portrayal of God's love present 
in the daily and often messy realities of family life.  Pope 
Francis presents the challenge of educating people for lifelong 
love.  Parents, as the first educators of their children, 
supported by schools, are given this challenge so that an 
integral moral and spiritual life is developed.  The Exhortation 
pays special attention to the education of the conscience 
informed by the teaching of the Church so that people are 
enabled to grow in their faith and spiritual lives.  Formation of 
pastoral workers, and the formation of priests and deacons, 
must involve married couples and include preparation for the 
effective pastoral care of families. The Exhortation pays 
special attention to the very important tasks of marriage 
preparation and the care of families at different stages of 
married life.  "Today, more important than the pastoral care of 
failures is the pastoral effort to strengthen marriages and thus 
to prevent their breakdown" . 
Pope Francis states that pastors are not only responsible for 
promoting Christian marriage, but also for the pastoral 
discernment of their situation before God of a great many who 
no longer live this reality.  In the particular case of the divorced 
and civilly remarried, there is a need to consider both those 
elements which can lead to a greater openness to the gospel 
of marriage in its fullness and those factors which may limit a 
free response to the Gospel in order to understand the 
subjective situation of a person before God.  "Hence it can no 
longer simply be said that all those in any irregular situation 
are living in a state of mortal sin and are deprived of sanctifying 
grace".  Through this spiritual discernment they should feel 
confident in the promise of God’s mercy, the love of the Church 
and discover the next step in their response to God. 

Saturday 25th June, 7 – 10 p.m. Grange Restaurant  
Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band  
Caller 
Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and  
chips supper 
Raffle (offers of  
prizes welcome).  
Cash bar available. All profits go to the Parish Syria 
Appeal. Tickets available in each church. 

 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s) 
Theme: Discerning God's Call in my life 
Dates: 27th - 29th May 2016 
Location: Broadstairs, Kent  
The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ).  
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different 
aspects of vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection 
and discussion with other young women who are 
also considering a vocation to religious life.  
It's an opportunity to live community life for a 
weekend and meet some sisters!  
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ 
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our 
website www.fcjsisters.org   
   

The Bishops have also spoken of the EU referendum, urging 
us to pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, inform ourselves 
of the arguments on both sides of the debate and exercise our 
vote with a view to the common good of all.  “We all have a 
responsibility to keep the dignity of the human person at the 
forefront of the debate.  We must ask ourselves what will best 
serve the dignity of all people both within Europe and beyond.” 


