
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Athanasius 
Tuesday Ss. Philip & James 

Wednesday St. Richard Reynolds 
and all Martyrs of 

England and Wales 
Thurs – Sat Eastertide 

 

Please pray for those whose 
anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

George Crook; Greta Tench; Joy Nunn; 
Samuel Sproston; Dom John Stephan; Marcelle 
Bickford; Msgr. Anthony Gilby; Kevin Smyth; 
Emma Strickland; Maude Whately; George 

Daire; Phyllis Bromage;   
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

1st May, 2016 Sixth Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p. 274 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £54.21 £5.00 £67.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £209.32 £53.08 £26.35 £250.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £50.30 £37.85 £28.00 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.59 £28.92 £8.50 £54.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.64 £34.00 £68.60 £29.00 

   £39.71   £88.25 
Thank you for all these donations and once again for your generosity to the ongoing Parish 
Appeal for Syrian Refugees.  The collection last week amounts to £551.95.  It wasn’t possible 
to promote the collection at the 10.30 Mass in the Abbey last week, so there will be a chance 
for those who missed out to contribute this week.   
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Talks on Syria by the School of the Annunciation  
in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal 

On Wednesday some forty of us enjoyed another talk offered by the School of 
the Annunciation in support of the Abbey Parish’ Appeal for Syrian refugees.  It 
was good to see the same faces as last week – a testament to how enjoyable 
Fr. Guy’s talk was – and to see some new faces too.  This week, Dom Benet 
Watt gave us an insight into some of the major figures who guided the early 
movements of theology from the first to the eighth centuries after Christ.  First 
Century Antioch was one of the most important centres of theological 
development along with Alexandria. 
Dom Benet told us of Ignatius of Antioch, born around the time of the Crucifixion 
of the Lord.  After ministering as a bishop, Ignatius was sentenced to be thrown 
to the lions in the Colosseum in Rome. On his way there, he wrote seven letters 
containing some of the earliest expositions on the nature of Jesus Christ and of 
his Church.  One of the most important functions of talks such as these is to 
remind us of how much we don’t know and encourage us to find out more; Dom 
Benet achieved this by introducing us to people whose names seemed so 
strange, but who in fact are responsible for explaining some of the important 
tenets of the Christian faith we espouse today.  So, beyond the great blessing 
of encouraging charitable donations to the refugees of Syria (£198.81 was 
given, of which £95 was gift aided), we thank Dom Benet for encouraging us to 
get to know better people like Theodore of Mopsuestia and Dionysius the 
Areopagite.  
Everyone is most welcome to come to the rest of the talks – they are ‘stand-
alone’, so it doesn’t matter if you missed the first one – but please let us know 
you are coming if you haven’t already (by phone: 01364 645660 or email : 
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com ) – this helps us to make sure enough 
chairs and biscuits are available! 
 

Saturday 25th June, 7 – 10 p.m. 
Grange Restaurant  

Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and chips supper 

Raffle (offers of prizes welcome). 
Cash bar available. 

In aid of the Parish Syria Appeal. 
Tickets available in each church. 

Next weekend there is a second 
collection requested by the Pope 
for World Communications Day.   
Bishop John Arnold writes: 
“Please assist the crucial work of 
the Catholic Communications 
Network by your generosity to the 
collection which is taken next 
week, enabling the Church to 
continue this work of 
communication. The CCN 
website contains updated news 
and information on this mission. 
Please visit and encourage others 
to visit:www.catholicnews.org.uk “ 

Free entry  -  Donations for the  
Parish Syria Appeal 

St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, 
Buckfast, Northwood Lane, TQ11 

0EG 
Wednesdays 7.30pm start, 45 min talks, 

questions & refreshments 
4th May: St Ephrem the Syrian, poet 
and theologian 
11th May: St John Damascene of Syria 
and Sacred Art: Christian and Islamic 

Ashburton & Buckfastleigh Hospital 
under threat of closure. 

A meeting on 28th April began the 
process of consulting the public on the 
closure of the hospital. The group 
responsible for this has a website: 
www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nhs.uk  
You can read the document they based 
their decision on by clicking on ‘About us’, 
then ‘Our Governing Body’ then 
‘Meetings’ 

Let’s get ready to fight this! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 
Doctor: Hey, the cheque you sent me for my bill 
came back! 
Patient: So did my arthritis! 
 
They have all sorts of services these days.  Now 
they’ve got a dial-a-prayer service for atheists: you 
call a number and nobody answers. 
 
I’ve finally figured out why babies suck their thumbs: 
I tried some of the baby food. 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings: 
Sixth Sunday of Easter Love is the fundamental requirement 
Eastertide is a time for us as couples to celebrate the reality of our 
love as being a reflection of the presence of God, who IS Love. It is 
a time for us to recognise more readily the risen Lord is alive in us, 
with us, and present in the many and various ways we try to share 
our love. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Rows of wellies outside the office door, mud on the carpets and 
children smelling everso slightly (well, quite strongly really) of wood 
smoke … add to that, slightly sooty faces and you will guess that it 
must be outdoor education day! This week the children were able to 
dig the firepit in our “wild” area and Burrator, who have been working 
particularly hard with SATs on the horizon, ended the day with hot 
chocolate that they made themselves over the fire. I’m not sure that 
the younger children who had worked hard in the mud kitchen earlier 
in the day actually realised that the result of their efforts were enjoyed 
so fulsomely by Burrator. When some of the children in Fernworthy 
heard the words “hot chocolate” eyebrows shot up and they flew into 
full indignation mode, demanding to know why they hadn’t had some 
too. Maybe next week! 
The transformation of an overgrown, forgotten triangle of land at the 
top of the school site has been made possible through the help of so 
many people but it has been driven by the energy of our 
headteacher, Miss Slack, who has maintained the momentum, 
cajoling others along, calling in favours, paying where we must (!) 
but also working particularly hard herself. We now have a resource 
that the children wholeheartedly and enthusiastically enjoy. There 
are very few complaints (well, none that I have heard actually) from 
the children however cold or wet it is, they just get togged up and get 
on with it. It will be interesting to see how resilience and learning 
improve now the children have this whole new area to learn in 
whatever the weather (maybe even in warm sunshine) and whenever 
the teachers can link their topics to it and believe me they will – they 
are just as enthusiastic as Miss Slack. Me? I’m tucked up in my warm 
office enjoying the peace and quiet and ignoring the mud …. 
Before: 

 
And after: 

  

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s) 
Theme: Discerning God's Call in my life 
27th - 29th May 2016 in Broadstairs, Kent  
The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of 
Jesus (FCJ).  
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different aspects of 
vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and discussion with other 
young women who are also considering a vocation to religious life.  
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ 
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org   
   

From the message of Pope Francis for World 
Communications Day: 
What we say and how we say it, our every word 
and gesture, ought to express God’s compassion, 
tenderness and forgiveness for all. Love, by its 
nature, is communication; it leads to openness and 
sharing. If our hearts and actions are inspired by 
charity, by divine love, then our communication will 
be touched by God’s own power. 
Communication has the power to build bridges, to 
enable encounter and inclusion, and thus to enrich 
society. How beautiful it is when people select their 
words and actions with care, in the effort to avoid 
misunderstandings, to heal wounded memories 
and to build peace and harmony. The words of 
Christians ought to be a constant encouragement 
to communion and, even in those cases where they 
must firmly condemn evil, they should never try to 
rupture relationships and communication. 
May our way of communicating help to overcome 
the mindset that neatly separates sinners from the 
righteous. We can and we must judge situations of 
sin – such as violence, corruption and exploitation 
– but we may not judge individuals, since only God 
can see into the depths of their hearts.  
Communicating means sharing, and sharing 
demands listening and acceptance. Listening is 
much more than simply hearing. Hearing is about 
receiving information, while listening is about 
communication, and calls for closeness.  
Listening is never easy. Many times it is easier to 
play deaf. Listening means paying attention, 
wanting to understand, to value, to respect and to 
ponder what the other person says. It involves a 
sort of martyrdom or self-sacrifice, as we try to 
imitate Moses before the burning bush: we have to 
remove our sandals when standing on the “holy 
ground” of our encounter with the one who speaks 
to me (cf. Ex 3:5). Knowing how to listen is an 
immense grace, it is a gift which we need to ask for 
and then make every effort to practice.  
The encounter between communication and mercy 
will be fruitful to the degree that it generates a 
closeness which cares, comforts, heals, 
accompanies and celebrates. In a broken, 
fragmented and polarized world, to communicate 
with mercy means to help create a healthy, free 
and fraternal closeness between the children of 
God and all our brothers and sisters in the one 
human family. 
Full text:  
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Featured/W
orld-Communications-Day-2016/Pope-s-Message  


