
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Abbots of Cluny 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday Eastertide 
Saturday St. Matthias 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frederick Gould; Rose Smith; Josef Hogbin; Beatrice Seaton; Patrick Jennings; Emily Cutten;  
Beryl  Beard; Mary Channing; Lavinia Ash; Margaret Winstanley; Wingrave Tench;  

Donald  Beard; Dom John Kraft; Montagu Godfrey; Charles Walmsley; Leslie Deane; Dom Charles 
Norris; Beatrice Bebenek; Mortimer Bullen; Blanche Brachi; Nicholas Scott Maddocks;  

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

8th May, 2016 Ascension of the Lord Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
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Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £49.20 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £315.94 £33.08 

Second £284.48  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £42.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.00 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.76 £42.00 

   £33.71 
The second collection at the 1030 Abbey Mass 
was a continuation of the previous week’s 
collection for Syrian refugees for those who had 
missed out.  So the total for that collection comes 
to £836.43 of which £353 was gift aided.  So 
adding the monastery’s matching funding and 
the gift aid, the total benefit to Syrian refugees is 
another wonderful amount: £1,779.11. 
In addition, the talks given by the School of the 
Annunciation have so far raised £3,297.30 when 
gift aid and the monastery’s matching 
contribution are included. 
Thank you so much – and keep up the good 
work!!   

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Saturday 25th June, 7 – 10 
p.m. Grange Restaurant  

Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and chips 

supper 
Raffle (offers of prizes 

welcome). 
Cash bar available. 

In aid of the  
Parish Syria Appeal.  

Tickets available  
in each church. 

 

 

This weekend there is a second 
collection requested by the Pope 
for World Communications Day.   
Bishop John Arnold writes: 
“Please assist the crucial work of 
the Catholic Communications 
Network by your generosity to 
the collection which is taken next 
week, enabling the Church to 
continue this work of 
communication. The CCN 
website contains updated news 
and information on this mission. 
Please visit: www.catholicnews. 
org.uk and encourage others to 
do so too. 

Ashburton & Buckfastleigh 
Hospital under threat of closure. 

 

A Glimmer of Hope? 
The Plymouth Herald newspaper 
on Friday included an article 
stating that the planned 
consultation on the closure of our 
hospital and others in the area has 
been put on hold while further 
discussions take place between 
the CCG and the NHS (to find the 
article Google ‘Ashburton and 
Buckfastleigh Hospital’ and look at 
‘News’) 
This is a delay, not a U-turn, but 
let’s hope that other MPs will join 
Kevin Foster of Torbay in calling 
for a rethink and Sarah Woolaston 
of Totnes, Chair of the Commons 
Health Select Committee, who 
asked for more detail of proposed 
replacement services to be 
included in any consultation for the 
public to be able to give a proper 
opinion.  
While we’re waiting to see if the 
guillotine will drop, perhaps we 
should be lobbying our local 
councillors and MPs to put their 
heads above the parapet. 
CCG (Clinical Commissioning 
Group) website:  
www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nh
s.uk   

CAFOD’s continuing efforts to lobby and take 
action to protect God’s creation include a 
collaboration with an electricity and gas supply 
company called Ecotricity. CAFOD invites you to 
consider switching to this company.  Why? 
• All Ecotricity’s profits are invested in new 

sources of renewable energy. 
• For each switch to Ecotricity between April 

and October 2016 quoting CAFOD2, the 
Company will give £50 to CAFOD, or £75 if 
you switch both electricity and gas. 

• Ecotricity have topped the Which? Best 
Energy Company survey for two out of the 
last three years. 

• Ecotricity’s ethical pricing policy means you 
always get their latest best price, no matter 
how much you pay or when you switched, 
with no exit fees or penalties. 

www.ecotricity.co.uk has a reckoner which lets 
you see how their TCR compares with your 
current supplier’s.  Why not have a look to see if 
it makes economic sense for you, while voting 
‘with your feet’ for greater care of God’s 
creation? http://www.ecotricity.co.uk/for-your-
home?partner=CAFOD2  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A sportsman went to a hunting lodge and bagged a 
record number of birds, aided by a dog named 
Salesman.  Next year he returned and asked for 
Salesman again.  “The hound ain’t no durn good 
now,” the handler said. 
“What happened!” cried the sportsman, “was he 
injured?” 
“No.  Some fool came down here and called him 
‘Sales Manager’ all week instead of Salesman.  Now 
all he does is sit on his tail and bark.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings: 
The Ascension    Open to receive 
‘That the love with which you loved me may be in 
them and so that I may be in them’ – the prayer of 
Jesus before returning to the Father. God made us to 
be channels of His love – wife to husband, vice versa, 
parents to children. Our openness to His love enables 
it to flow out through us to others. 

Talks on Syria by the School of the Annunciation  
in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal 

Saint Ephrem the Syrian has been called the most 
significant of all the fathers of the Syriac-speaking 
church tradition.  He was both a poet and a theologian 
and applied both of these talents to illuminate each 
other.  Sebastian Brock concurs with the view that he 
is ‘the greatest poet of the patristic age and perhaps 
the only theologian poet to rank beside Dante.’  Such 
is the man to whom Dom Benet Watt of the School of 
the Annunciation introduced us to last Wednesday.  
We considered with him Ephrem’s origins, his life, his 
theology and some of the hymns he wrote.  And we 
heard of some of the wonderful insights which this 
original thinker was able to share with the Christians 
of fourth century Syria and which can still enrich our 
faith today.  Here’s just one example: We tend to think 
of the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of 
Eden as a punishment.  So it was, but St. Ephrem 
was also able to see it as an act of God’s mercy by 
considering it from God’s perspective: by excluding 
them from paradise God prevented them from eating 
of the Tree of Life which would have led to their 
eternal damnation; in this way God protected them 
from themselves and gave them a way, through a life 
of virtue, to use death as a means to re-enter God’s 
friendship, which is heaven.  Thank you, Dom Benet, 
for guiding us into these insights and whetting our 
appetite to deepen our understanding of our Christian 
faith. 
Next Wednesday Dr. Caroline Farey of the School of 
the Annunciation presents their last offering in aid of 
the Syria Appeal, with an illustrated talk on St. John 
Damascene of Syria and Sacred Art: Christian and 
Islamic. Everyone is most welcome– but please let us 
know you are coming if you haven’t already (by 
phone: 01364 645660 or email : 
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com ) – this 
helps us to make sure enough chairs and biscuits are 
available! 

Free entry  -  Donations for the Parish Syria 
Appeal 

St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfast, 
Northwood Lane, TQ11 0EG 

Wednesday 7.30pm start, 45 min talks, questions & 
refreshments 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi) 
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Each term, staff offer what are known as 'extra curricular' activities 
and these usually take the form of after school clubs. They cover a 
variety of interests and currently there is something for everyone on 
four afternoons a week. The clubs are run on a purely voluntary basis 
by staff and can change from term to term as other commitments 
permit. This term, children can join in summer sports, art and craft, 
drama, football, cookery, gardening and knitting. Whilst very 
rewarding in many ways, there can sometimes be the odd hitch here 
and there. For instance, Miss Slack runs the gardening club with one 
of our governors, Mr Norman, and I remember her being pleased that 
she had bought some raspberry canes which she had planted before 
the start of term. She had hoped that the children would enjoy picking 
the fruit in the fullness of time.  Unfortunately, she was not so pleased 
when, at the first club session, the children had mistaken them for 
sticks and pulled them up and created other things with said 'sticks'. 
Fortunately, some of the plants could be rescued but the area does 
look a little like a crime scene now as it is cordoned off with blue and 
white stripey tape in a clear 'do not venture any nearer' sort of way. 
I, meanwhile, for my sins, offered to help with knitting club. Now, in 
the pictures this looks like a calm activity with adults and children 
sitting in a civilised manner chatting whilst creating something useful. 
The reality, thus far, has been a frenzy of, what can only be described 
as, woolly holes. Each child started off with a neat row of thirty cast 
on stitches. By the end of the next row, one of the best knitters 
amongst them had increased the number unwittingly to thirty-six! 
Add to that the perils of knitting in the wrong bit of wool, winding the 
wool the wrong way around the whole thing,  

dropping stitches and many other 
crises with which your helpful adult 
will assist and you can see that it 
wouldn't be the restful hour and a 
quarter that I was anticipating. 
Fortunately, we are only at the start 
of our knitting journey and there 
were a few recognisable stitches 
holding the woolly holes together so 

we will persevere and, who knows, by July we may be sitting chatting 
as we knit our Aran cable jumpers ready to wear next winter...... 

 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s) 
Theme: Discerning God's Call in my life 
27th - 29th May 2016 in Broadstairs, Kent  
The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of 
Jesus (FCJ).  
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different aspects of 
vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and discussion with other 
young women who are also considering a vocation to religious life.  
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ 
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org   
   

Amoris Laetitia; The Joy of Love by Pope Francis.  Section 11: 
The couple that loves and begets life is a true, living icon capable of 
revealing God the Creator and Saviour. …The ability of human 
couples to beget life is the path along which the history of salvation 
progresses. Seen this way, the couple’s fruitful relationship becomes 
an image for understanding and describing the mystery of God 
himself, for in the Christian vision of the Trinity, God is contemplated 
as Father, Son and Spirit of love. The triune God is a communion of 
love, and the family is its living reflection. Saint John Paul II shed 
light on this when he said, “Our God in his deepest mystery is not 
solitude, but a family, for he has within himself fatherhood, sonship 
and the essence of the family, which is love. That love, in the divine 
family, is the Holy Spirit”. The family is thus not unrelated to God’s 
very being. This Trinitarian dimension finds expression in the 
theology of Saint Paul, who relates the couple to the “mystery” of the 
union of Christ and the Church (cf. Eph 5:21-33). 
 

 


