
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Visitation of Our 

Lady 
Wednesday St. Justin 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 

Saturday Immaculate Heart 
of Mary 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Bourke; Dom Thomas Plersch; Agnes Komiensky; James O’Dea; Evelyn Jones; Wiseman 
Grisbrook; Jack Lewis; Concetta Collinge; Br. Ignatius Birk; Gabrielle  Myhill; Stephan 

Kwidzinski; Thomas Stuart; Vera Hubbard; Ernest Minns; Dom Aloysius Coles 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

29th May, 2016 Corpus Christi Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p. 84 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

What do you call a camel without a hump? 
 

Humphrey! 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £115.65 £20.00 £19.05 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £194.48 £48.08 £13.25 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £18.10 £27.85 £5.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.95 £21.92 £2.20 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.40 £48.00 £28.50 £6.50 

   £41.46   £1.63 
 

Thank you for these donations; the second collection for the Secular 
Clergy fund came to £76.13 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton David Carroll 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Jean Elton 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Saturday 25th June, 7 – 10 p.m. 
Grange Restaurant  

Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and chips supper 

Raffle (offers of prizes 
welcome). 

Cash bar available. 
In aid of the Parish Syria 

Appeal.  
Tickets available in each church. 

 

Corpus Christi Procession,  
Buckfast Abbey,  

Sunday 29th May, 3 p.m. 
Evening Prayer, procession 

and benediction 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Crediton in 
honour of St. Boniface 
Sunday 5th June starts at 4 p.m. at 
the Catholic Church.  See posters 
for details 

SPUC Mass 
in Reparation for Abortions, 
celebrated by Bishop Mark 

Saturday 11th June at 10 a.m. 
Plymouth Cathedral 

We will have one of our regular second collections for our Syria Refugee Appeal 
next weekend.  Because of other collections which have to be taken, the dates for 
the ‘Syria collections’ has changed from those which appeared in a previous 
newsletter.  The new dates are: 4/5 June, 23/24July, 3/4 September, 29/30 
October, 26/17 November. 

SPUC “Three Days to Live” petition 
A new petition against euthanasia has been launched by the SPUC Lives Worth 
Living campaign.  It is addressed to the Chief Executives of the NHS in England 
and Wales.  It points to new guidelines in NHS hospitals which put elderly and 
terminally ill people at risk.  These guidelines mean that people may be denied all 
food and fluids if they are deemed to have only three days to live.  Patients can be 
givne powerful drugs, depriving them of the ability to communicate, and masking 
the distress of dehydration.  Anyone subject to this treatment is certain to die, not 
from their illness, but from dehydration.  This amounts to euthanasia by 
dehydration.   
Please support the petition and help protect vulnerable people from euthanasia. 
Copies of the petition are available in each church in the parish. 

The Catholic Children’s Society 
newsletter, Children First, is now 
available in each of our churches.  
You can also receive the newsletter 
by email; just let us know at 
ccs@prcdtr.org.uk Thank you as 
always for your wonderful support.  
Claire Warren 01364 645420 

 

Surely everyone in the parish will want to join 
Fr. Francis in expressing our gratitude and 

Congratulations! 
to the Headteacher, staff and pupils of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy, Buckfast 
– turn over to see why! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings: 
Corpus Christi  Memories of You 
Memories enable us to make the past present. .At family 
gatherings we remember things we have shared together. At 
funerals we remember all that the person meant to us. At the 
family Eucharist the past is made present as we remember what 
Abraham, Melchizedek, Moses, and Jesus did. Let us seek to 
create God/good memories for ourselves and our children. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

A little something happened at school this week..... 
I can honestly say that all day, every day at St Mary’s we work 
very hard to do “the right thing”. We are all human and have been 
known to fall short of our own high expectations on occasion but 
usually we achieve good things. However, this week we reached 
outstanding levels! We had our RE inspection which was carried 
out by the Plymouth Diocese and they judged us to be Grade 1 in 
all areas which is their equivalent of outstanding. 
Two inspectors spent nearly two full days thoroughly examining 
all that we do through five component areas of Welcome, 
Worship, Witness, Word and Welfare.  They didn’t just scratch the 
surface to see what we do – they had a good old rummage and 
checked everything from all angles! They spoke to children, staff, 
governors, parents, anyone who may have been passing by 
(okay, I made that last one up) but they gathered evidence which 
runs deep through the school life. They watched the teaching of 
RE lessons, prayer times in class, a whole school liturgy; they sat 
and had lunch with the children; they looked at work in books; 
they looked at minutes of meetings from everything from the 
School Council up to the Full Governing Body meetings. No stone 
went unturned (in fact, no grain of sand went unturned) in order 
to verify we were worthy of the accolade of Grade 1 across the 
board. 
So, please shout it from the rooftops that St Mary’s School is 
outstanding! In fact you can come and join me on my very 
meadow-like green roof (but that, as you know, is another story) 
and we can shout it from there together! 
 

On Thursday, we had our parish meeting to pray for 
Syria, review the Parish Appeal and plan further 
activities.  We prepared for prayer by watching a short 
film of the art of a sixteen year old Syrian who is stuck 
in the ‘jungle’ in Calais. You can watch it at  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/36378485 . We then 
sang/prayed “Make me a channel of your peace.” and 
read from Deuteronomy, the psalms and St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, which called to us the great command of Jesus: 
“just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it 
to me.”  After some bidding prayers, we informed our 
consciences by singing to each other “When I needed 
a neighbour, were you there?” 
We went on to celebrate the marvellous efforts the 
parish has made, together with the School of the 
Annunciation.  All we are doing has attracted the 
attention of Aid to the Church in Need, who want to hear 
more about it and share this with other parishes to 
inspire them.  We looked forward to the launch of the 
parish lottery, to the Barn Dance and agreed 
preliminary plans for a quiz night and auction of 
promises.  Our next meeting will be on 1st September. 

As members of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre, Douglas Newton KCHS (Abbey Sidesman) and Dame Evelyn Newton 
DCHS have recently returned from a trip to Jordan which included an 8 day religious pilgrimage in support of the Christians 
(the Living Stones) and schools in Jordan supported by the Latin Patriarchate (i.e. Archdiocese) of Jerusalem. Jordan is an 
‘oasis of peace, courtesy and calm’ surrounded by a sea of turbulence from the surrounding Arab countries. On the northern 
border there are 1.5 million Syrian refugees supported in camps along the Jordanian side of the border. Throughout the 
wider country there is a pervading air of peace and serenity between Christians and Muslims, we found all people, both 
Christian and Muslim to be graceful, generous and most hospitable. 
The Roman Catholic schools educate children from 4 to 18 years, with a religious split of 60% Muslim and 40% Catholic 
children. Differences of religion were not a problem with children and parents living, forming friendships and being educated 
in harmony. During the pilgrimage members of the Order attended 10 Orthodox Easter Masses. At the Mass of the Lord’s 
Passion at the parish of Tila-al-Ali, many members were moved to tears when the life size effigy of Jesus was taken down 
from the cross and being laid on a catafalque lined with red roses and carried around the church, escorted by the Knights 
and Dames of the Holy Sepulchre to be laid in a room prepared to symbolize the Holy Sepulchre. 
We also visited the Caritas centre to receive a presentation by Mr. Wael Suleiman, Director of Caritas in Jordan, about their 
work with Syrian and Iraqi refugees.  We visited many sites of religious importance including: Bethany Beyond the Jordan, 
the baptismal site of Jesus Christ were members participated in liturgy and renewal of our Baptismal Promises. Mount Nebo  
to celebrate Mass at the Basilica of St. Moses at the Franciscan Monastery overlooking the Dead Sea, Israel and the West 
Bank. Many enduring memories will include the kindness of congregations, all of whom wanted to meet us, shake hands in 
presentation lines to say, “Nice to see you, welcome to Jordan”. Having 80 Syrian 4 year old refugee children sing songs of 
welcome to us in Arabic and English.  
You can find out more information about the work of The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem at 
www.khs.org.uk,   www.lpj.org 
 

Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille simply 
means 'rediscovery'. The programme offers the 
chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a 
loving relationship in your marriage. Thousands of 
couples have successfully rejuvenated – even 
rescued – their marriages by attending and using the 
tools provided.  
For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to 
register for the programme taking place in Exeter from 
10th to 12th June, email; info@retrouvaille.org.uk; call 
or text 0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443 or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
 
Comments from some of the March 2016 programme 
participants:  
“Retrouvaille was more than I expected, I thought it 
would be like some kind of couple counselling; it was 
100 times better.” 
“I am contented that our marriage is back on track—it 
makes a lot of difference having other couples 
experiences” 
“I couldn’t believe how effective the programme is” 
 

And another one (please try not to giggle during the sermon – 
others may be trying to sleep): 

Letter home from college: “Dear Mum and Dad, I haven’t heard 
from you for nearly a month.  Please send a cheque so I’ll know 
you’re alright.” 


