
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 

Friday Feria 

Saturday St. Barnabas 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom Ernest Graf; Mary Lock; Margaret Ballenden; Seamus McNally; Joseph Hauff; Hilda Hext; 
Hermione Fothergill; Jules Van Heem; Audrey Lewis; Br. Joachim Boyle;  Daniel Pritchard; Sylvia 

Calmady-Hamlyn; Sr. Ann Davis; Dom Edward Beane; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.

uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

5th June, 2016 Solemnity of St. Boniface Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings on 
printed sheet 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £35.00 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £282.91 £13.08 

Second £13.31  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £31.00 £47.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.80 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £84.02 £47.00 

   £36.71 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton David Carroll 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Jean Elton 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Crediton in honour 
of St. Boniface 
Sunday 5th June starts at 4 p.m. at the 
Catholic Church.  See posters for details 

This weekend we have one of our regular second collections for the 
Parish Syria Refugee Appeal. 

Collections for the weekend of 
15th May: 

1st Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £78.50 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £330.02 £38.08 

Second £24.42  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £48.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £31.20 £41.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £21.35 £32.00 

   £41.21 
Thank you for this support of the work of the 
parish and apologies for leaving these details out 
of last week’s newsletter. 

A Report by Aid to the Church in Need: 
A Franciscan priest in bomb-stricken Aleppo has called for the prayers 
of Christians worldwide, describing what he calls the worst violence 
since the Syrian conflict began more than five years ago. Fr Ibrahim 
Alsabagh told us: “Never, since the beginning of this terrible war, were 
things as bad as they are now. I have no words to describe all the 
suffering I see on a daily basis.” He described seeing rockets and 
bombs falling on churches, mosques, schools and hospitals. “So many 
houses have been partially or entirely destroyed, and so many people 
killed or severely injured. 
“And when the bombs do stop falling, there is an eerie silence, like in 
a cemetery. The streets are as though everyone has died.” Fr 
Alsabagh, who has been working for in Aleppo in northern Syria for 
two years, added that Easter, which was celebrated by Orthodox 
Christians and Eastern Catholics in Syria on Sunday (1st May), had 
been a sad affair. He said: “It was more like Good Friday than Easter 
Sunday. Although two liturgies were celebrated, they were very poorly 
attended. “People were either burying their dead or else they stayed 
at home out of fear. It was depressing. “When will the world community 
finally wake up and put an end to this new Sarajevo?” The Franciscan 
added: “Whoever can escape, does so. On Sunday the roads out of 
the city were packed with refugees. “Those who remain behind are the 
poorest of all, the ones who cannot even afford to look for a place of 
safety.” Fr Alsabagh explained that the Church was providing vital aid 
to those caught up in the fierce fighting between the Syrian 
government and Islamist rebel militia groups. He said: “We are helping 
them, wherever and however we can. Some of the people are living in 
half ruined homes. “We help them with repairs and support them, 
thanks to the help of ACN, with food, clothing, medicines, items of 
hygiene and other things. “But now we really need any outside help 
we can get. We are in the greatest of need.” Fr Alsabagh described 
increasing signs of psychological stress. He said: “The nervous 
breakdowns are increasing, and we now have so many psychological 
illnesses as a result of the war. There is so much misery. “But at least 
I thank God that through his grace I am able to be a good Samaritan 
to all the suffering people.”  Continued overleaf 
 

 
 

 

Churches Together in Ashburton have their 
AGM this Tuesday, 7th June, in our church 
meeting room.  It begins at 10.30 a.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 

 

Hoping to develop his son’s character, as they were leaving home 
for Mass, a father once gave his son a 50p piece and a £1 coin, 
inviting him to put whichever one he chose into the collection. 
 

After Mass the father asked the boy to explain why he’d been 
laughing during the offertory as he tossed the 50p. piece into the 
plate : “Well, Dad, just before the sidesmen came round the priest 
said in his sermon, ‘The Lord loves a cheerful giver.’  I knew that 
I could give the 50p. a lot more happily than I could give the £1, 
so that’s what I did!” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings 
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  The ghosts of the past 
‘How enthusiastic I was for the traditions of my ancestors.’ Those 
same traditions led Paul to persecute Christians, and prevented 
some people accepting Jesus. When we married, we each 
brought the ‘baggage’ of our past experience of life. It can cause 
strong feelings to ‘pop up’. Exploring ‘difference’ helps us to let 
go of the past, and continue to change. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

It is a lovely thing to work in a rural school - the open green 
spaces, the clean air, being close to nature. In fact in respect to 
that, over the past couple of weeks, it has been a little like "My 
Family and Other Animals" ..... 
We often have a little cat called Sweepy who visits us and who, 
on occasion, tries to get into school to see the children. I am used 
to him looking at me through the glass door in a hopeful way but 
I was a bit surprised to look around one afternoon and see, not 
Sweepy, but a little fox cub. He studied us for a few moments 
before trotting off through the hedge and on his way who knows 
where. Then there were the two deer who had lost their way and 
were stuck in the field one morning, delighting the families who 
were just arriving, and the robin which often comes into the porch 
to check for bugs and such like but who hopped right in the door 
and stopped just outside my office. These are all lovely things and 
I was thinking how lucky I was that the robin chose to hop out 
again and not fly into the building, that the fox cub crossed the 
road safely and that the deer, after a little bit of a panic (them, not 
me, although I wasn't far behind!), found their way out of the gate 
we had opened for them, when Mrs Kerswell came into the office 
and said that the children had asked if they could bring their pets 
into school again. Even Mrs Kerswell hasn't forgotten the trauma 
of the day the cat, the rabbit and the chicken came to visit so she 
was pleased to be able to say "Unfortunately not, children, it 
would not fit in with our topic. We are studying rain forests and 
you would have to bring in jungle animals." "That's okay," one of 
them piped up "I've got a snake...." Oh, dear.... 
 

SPUC Mass in Reparation for Abortions  
celebrated by Bishop Mark  

Saturday 11th June at 10 a.m. 
Plymouth Cathedral 

Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille simply means 
'rediscovery'. The programme offers the chance to rediscover 
yourself, your spouse, and a loving relationship in your marriage. 
For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for 
the programme taking place in Exeter from 10th to 12th June, 
email; info@retrouvaille.org.uk; call or text 0788 7296983 or 
0797 3380443 or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
Comments from some of the March 2016 programme 
participants:  
“Retrouvaille was more than I expected, I thought it would be like 
some kind of couple counselling; it was 100 times better.” 
“I am contented that our marriage is back on track—it makes a 
lot of difference having other couples experiences” 
“I couldn’t believe how effective the programme is” 
 

From Amoris Laetitia, section 21-22: 
Jesus himself was born into a modest family that soon 
had to flee to a foreign land. He visits the home of 
Peter, whose mother-in-law is ill and shows sympathy 
upon hearing of deaths in the homes of Jairus and 
Lazarus. He hears the desperate wailing of the widow 
of Nain for her dead son and heeds the plea of the 
father of an epileptic child in a small country town.  He 
goes to the homes of tax collectors like Matthew and 
Zacchaeus, and speaks to sinners like the woman in 
the house of Simon the Pharisee. Jesus knows the anx-
ieties and tensions experienced by families and he 
weaves them into his parables: children who leave 
home to seek adventure, or who prove troublesome or 
fall prey to violence. He is also sensitive to the 
embarrassment caused by the lack of wine at a 
wedding feast, the failure of guests to come to a 
banquet, and the anxiety of a poor family over the loss 
of a coin. 
Thus, the word of God is not a series of abstract ideas, 
but rather a source of comfort and companionship for 
every family that experiences difficulties or suffering.  
 

Continued from front page:  Fr. Alsabagh went on, “I try 
to console them with the word of God, but also with 
deeds of corporal mercy.” The priest described finding 
inspiration in the words of the Pope: “I always have in 
my ears the words of Pope Francis, that we must show 
people the tenderness of God.  

“We priests and 
religious have really 
become fathers, and 
still more mothers, to 
the people, trying to 
bind up their wounds 
tenderly, like a 
mother.” Father 
Alsabagh compared 

the state of the 50,000 Christians remaining in Aleppo 
with the situation of Saint Paul in the Acts of the 
Apostles. “Saint Paul was in prison on account of his 
faith, together with Silas. But they were liberated through 
their prayers. They turned that terrible prison into a place 
of prayer. “That is what we Christians in Aleppo are also 
called to do. No matter how frightful this place is, yet we 
must still give Christian witness. We must not think only 
of ourselves.” He added that although the cross that 
Christians are carrying is very heavy “it also creates a 
communion with God and with one another such as I 
have never seen before.  
“My faith and my priestly  
vocation have grown here  
in Aleppo. I pray a great  
deal before the Tabernacle, 
that the Lord will support  
us.” The Franciscan  
thanked the benefactors of ACN:  
“Without their generosity we could do almost nothing. 
“Please be assured that every day prayers go up to God 
from the mouths of children, the poor and the elderly, 
that He may bless you for your help. “Please continue to 
pray fervently for us, that we remain strong in faith and 
love. For this crisis is beyond our human strength.”  
 

 

 


