
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Anthony of Padua 

Tuesday - 
Saturday Feria 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Eleanor Spruce; Jane Bibby; Wilfrid Vine; William Black; Mary Poulton;  
Ena Walters; Olive Wordley; Carrie Portelly; Annie Deane; Beatrice Northcote; 

Beatrice Sasinowska; Bernard Petre; Lucy Gibson; Joseph McElroy;  
Dom Robert Smith; Denis Pope; John Walsh; Henry Cavalier; Mary Stones; 

Rosamund Carus; Grace Retallack; Francis Hasslacher; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

12th June, 2016 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.96 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £68.25 £25.00 £196.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £205.51 £43.08 £537.94 £337.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £13.00 £32.85 £10.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £28.95 £8.92 £2.50 £12.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £35.25 £42.00 £133.50 £35.00 

   £37.96   £103.50 
Thank you for all these donations.  You have excelled yourselves in the 
Syria collection this time: with gift aid and matching funding from the 
monastery, Aid to the Church in Need will receive £2,692.38.  Very well 
done! 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton David Carroll 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Jean Elton 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

 

Almighty God, we pray that your 
servant Elizabeth, our Queen, who 
by your providence has received 
governance of this realm, may 
continue to grow in every virtue, that, 
imbued with your heavenly grace, she 
may be preserved from all that is 
harmful and evil, and, being blessed 
with your favour may, with her 
consort and the royal family, come at 
last into your presence. 
 

Next Sunday, June 19th 
is the Church’s annual Day for Life. 

Bishop John Sherrington writes: 
“The Day for Life provides an opportunity for 
people to think about the connections and 
relationships between people and the earth 
which we inhabit.  Today, tragically, men, 
women and children are sometimes viewed as 
commodities which can be bought and sold.  
As Pope Francis has powerfully articulated in 
Laudato Si’, there is a real need to rediscover 
a spirit of wonder and awe at the gift of human 
life so that all life may be properly respected 
and a new heart created for the home in which 
we live. I think that this will be a helpful focus 
towards our reflections and teaching next year 
when we remember the 50th anniversary of the 
Abortion Act in this country.” 
Please take one of the cards, available in all 
the churches from today, which will aid you’re 
your reflection on these issues. 
Besides reflection and prayer, we are 
encouraged to assist the Church in its 
promotion of a culture of life by supporting the 
Anscombe Bioethics Centre as well as 
projects which work to protect life at every 
stage and in every condition.  This will be the 
aim of the second collection next weekend. 

Saturday 25th June, 7 – 10 p.m. Grange 
Restaurant  

Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and chips supper 
Raffle (offers of prizes welcome). 

Cash bar available. 
In aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  

Just a few tickets left!   
Contact Mary Coates or Fr. Francis 

 

School of the Annunciation: 
Four-day Summer Schools at Buckfast Abbey 

25-28 July – Contemplate the Blessed Trinity as the source 
of all genuine catechesis 
1-4 August – Encountering Christ in His Holy Scriptures; 
11-14 August – How to read the richness of the Christian 
faith in Sacred Art; 22 -25 August – Principles and 
application of Catholic moral teaching; for those looking for 
meaning and lasting happiness in human relationships; 25-
28 August – Explore the Catholic faith as a philosophy of 
life ‘not made by human hands. Each course costs £345. 
For full details see posters in the churches. 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A farmer vows he increased egg 
production by putting this sign in the 
henhouse: “An egg a day keeps Colonel 
Sanders away.” 
 
Two barber shops were in red-hot 
competition.  One put up a sign 
advertising haircuts for £1. His competitor 
put up one that read, “We repair £1 
haircuts.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Seeking forgiveness helps us to love more 
David, ‘flew into a rage’ at some perceived 
injustice, without recognising his own 
failure. Do we? It is painful to acknowledge 
our own failings. Today, let’s look at the 
ways in which we might be behaving in a 
hypocritical, judgemental and pharisaical 
way towards each other and seek 
forgiveness. Then we can love and 
experience more of God’s loving 
blessings. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

It’s been busy at St Mary’s! The week started with the staff 
and governors meeting together for a “Vision” day where 
we looked at how we might move the school forward on its 
journey from good to outstanding in everything it does and, 
not only that but also, how we can sustain that …. for ever! 
Over the rest of the week, I counted nearly forty visitors, of 
one kind or another, who were welcomed to the school. 
There were teachers from other schools who came to work 
together looking at standards of work. This is to ensure a 
continuity of levels and understanding across the schools 
in Plymouth CAST before the schools’ results are 
moderated by external advisers. We have had the film 
crew in from the Buckfast Media Department, ably assisted 
by the Education Department, who are making a film with 
the children about life at St Mary’s. This follows on from 
the success of the film the children helped to make about 
the Education Department. We have had six external 
consultants come in who help support us with such things 
as Human Resources, Occupational Health 
and Educational Welfare, to name but a few! The meter 
reader also turned up, as did the water quality checker, the 
boiler pressure testing man and two reps looking to start 
some after school clubs. Governors came in for committee 
meetings and parents joined the children in Fernworthy to 
enjoy their Outdoor Learning session this week. 
On top of that, it was the first swimming session of the year 
for the older children and, for the first time in many years, 
the children walked to the pool and back which caused a 
great deal of excitement (I’m not sure why!). I can only say 
that knitting club was a lot quieter afterwards – the children 
barely had the strength to knit and were keen for a snack 
in the middle! So you can see why we were glad when 

Friday came … and went! Next week 
doesn’t look much quieter but that is often 
the way in the summer term – so much fun 
to have, so little time! 

 

The children of our parish school produce their own 
newspaper a few times a year.  The dedicated editors in Year 
6, Polly and Hannah, ensure that it is an interesting, well 
written and illustrated publication.  Perhaps a few items from 
the recent number will give our newsletter’s readers an 
interesting view of the school from the children’s perspective: 
 

Fernworthy class went to South Dartmoor Community 
College this half term to attend a Dartmoor 3Ball Festival with 
lots of other local primary schools. We got to play all sorts of 
games with other Year 3 and Year 4 pupils. Not everyone 
played Dartmoor 3Ball, as some of us got to play other skills 
games instead. We all enjoyed the festival and received a 
prize at the end of the day. By Darcie and Aidan. 
 

A few weeks ago each class went to 
the Abbey Education Centre and 
took part in the Great British Bird 
Bake Off. Our group made Bird 
Seed Cakes, Seedy Sticks and 
Popcorn On a String. By Polly and 
Mahlia 

Burrator went to Grenville House to take part in two water 
related activities, one of which was kayaking. Before we got 
into the water with our kayaks, each of us had to carry them 
(which was exhausting) and none of the 6 teachers helped 
(not even Miss Slack!) 
When we had finally got into the water we rowed all the way 
up the harbour, where, at the top we played kayak polo. This 
was really fun and everybody loved it, although most of us 
fell out of our kayaks. We finished with playing Simon Says 
which involved sitting on the nose of our kayaks and still 
rowing. Afterwards everyone was cold and wet and tired, 
VERY TIRED!  Before we did kayaking we took part in a raft 
building activity which was fun for us all.  

From Amoris Laetitia, sections 24-27 
Saint Paul was so convinced of the necessity of work that he laid down a strict 
rule for his communities: “If anyone will not work, let him not eat”  
This having been said, we can appreciate the suffering created by 
unemployment and the lack of steady work, as reflected in the Book of Ruth, 
Jesus’ own parable of the labourers forced to stand idly in the town square (Mt 
20:1-16), and his personal experience of meeting people suffering from poverty 
and hunger. Sadly, these realities are present in many countries today, where 
the lack of employment opportunities takes its toll on the serenity of family life.  
Nor can we overlook the social degeneration brought about by sin, as, for 
example, when human beings tyrannize nature, selfishly and even brutally 
ravaging it. This leads to the desertification of the earth and those social and 
economic imbalances denounced by the prophets, beginning with Elijah (cf. 1 Kg 
21) and culminating in Jesus’ own words against injustice  
Christ proposed as the distinctive sign of his disciples the law of love and the gift 
of self for others. He did so in stating a principle that fathers and mothers tend to 
embody in their own lives: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends”.  
Love also bears fruit in mercy and forgiveness. We see this in a particular way 
in the scene of the woman caught in adultery; in front of the Temple, the woman 
is surrounded by her accusers, but later, alone with Jesus, she meets not 
condemnation but the admonition to lead a more worthy life.  
 

 

  


