
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Alban 
Tuesday St. Aloysius Gonzaga 

Wednesday Ss. John Fisher & 
Thomas More 

Thursday The Holy Nuns of 
England 

Friday Nativity of St. John 
the Baptist 

Saturday Feria 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Heurtley; Bessie Brook; Rosemary Reynolds; Frances Hale; Francis Cawley;  
Dorothy Modley; Maureen  Grassby; Victor Ely; Stanislaw Marshall; Jeremiah Pyne; 

Elizabeth Jennings; William Alcock; Leslie Payne; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.

org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

19th June, 2016 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.99 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £71.51 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £217.93 £33.08 

Second £14.75  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £49.32 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £38.59 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £13.03 £55.00 

   £39.96 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton David Carroll 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Jean Elton 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

This Sunday, June 19th is the Church’s annual Day for Life. 
SECOND COLLECTION 

Bishop John Sherrington writes: 
“ As Pope Francis has powerfully articulated in Laudato Si’, there is 
a real need to rediscover a spirit of wonder and awe at the gift of 
human life so that all life may be properly respected and a new heart 
created for the home in which we live. I think that this will be a helpful 
focus towards our reflections and teaching next year when we 
remember the 50th anniversary of the Abortion Act in this country.” 
Please take one of the cards, available in all the churches from 
today, which will aid your reflection on these issues. 
Besides reflection and prayer, we are encouraged to assist the 
Church in its promotion of a culture of life by supporting the 
Anscombe Bioethics Centre as well as projects which work to protect 
life at every stage and in every condition.  This will be the aim of the 
second collection this weekend. 

Saturday 25th June, 7 – 10 p.m.  
Grange Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band & Caller; Tickets £10 per head 

Includes pasty and chips supper 
Raffle.   Cash bar available. 

In aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  

Just a few tickets left!   
Contact Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge or Fr. 

Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Next weekend there is a second collection for Peter’s Pence, described in this way by Pope Benedict 
XVI: “‘Peter’s Pence’ is the most characteristic expression of the participation of all the faithful in the 
Bishop of Rome’s charitable initiatives in favour of the universal Church. The gesture has not only a 
practical value, but also a strong symbolic one, as a sign of communion with the Pope and attention to 
the needs of one’s brothers; and therefore your service possesses a refined ecclesial character”. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
A new venture, aimed at supporting our charitable causes, it will begin 
by contributing to the Parish Syria Appeal. 
A ticket costs £1 per month for 12 months, payable by standing order 
(preferred) or cheque.  A monthly draw, independently carried out, will 
yield one winner initially.  As subscriptions grow there will be 1st, 2nd and 
3rd prizes each month.  50% of the monthly income will be given in 
prize(s). The more monthly tickets you buy the more chances you have 
to win.  The first draw will take place on Thursday 30th June; thereafter 
on the last Thursday of the month.  With their permission, winners’ 
names will be posted in this newsletter. 
For standing order forms, please contact Mike Lang or Fr. Francis 
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

Totnes Christian Festival 2016 
 

Live Music; Street Food; 
Exhibitions; Fun and Games 
2nd July Vire Island 3-7 p.m. 

 
“Seeking to present the goodness of God 
and the richness of the Christian life to those 
who have little or no understanding of it.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” 
(Job 8:21) 

 
The quickest way for a parent to get a child’s attention is to sit 
down and look comfortable. 
 
A travelling salesman was held up in Kansas by a storm and a 
flood.  He emailed his office in New York: DELAYED BY 
STORM. SEND INSTRUCTIONS. 
His boss emailed back: COMMENCE VACATION 
IMMEDIATELY  

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  I am yours! 
Today Jesus tells His disciples “anyone who loses his life for 
my sake will save it”.  This is also true in our marriages and is a 
guide for how to live as a married couple. This brings new life 
to us and we become a ‘sign’ of the love of the Lord for His 
church and the world. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week we had another first at St Mary's, or at least 
what will be another first by next Tuesday! As you know, 
Miss Slack has been running a gardening club and, as 
part of this, not surprisingly, the children have been 
planting things. Some things have been a great 
disappointment, for example, the carrots which were 
smaller and more spindly than the children's littlest 
fingers, but other things have triumphed. Miss Slack had 
written off the cabbages planted at the same time as the 
carrots as being unlikely to succeed, however, this week 
she gathered, nay, harvested, a whole sack of cabbages 
from our vegetable plot! That is not the potential first 
however, that will happen when they are cooked for the 
children's lunch with the roast on Tuesday. John, who is 
in charge of the kitchen in the conference centre had 
offered that, if we grew anything edible, he would include 
it in one of the children's meals. He is now faced with that 
challenge. I will let you know the outcome next week. 
Unfortunately, the cabbages were the only highlight of 
gardening club this week: the weather which had held all 
day turning to torrential rain the moment the children 
were due to step out of the door. This scuppered plans 
for a fire in the woodland area, when the gardening work 
had been done, over which huge marshmallows were to 
be toasted and by huge, I mean almost as big as tennis 
balls, well, much bigger than golf balls! Anyway they still 
got eaten but in a soggy, bedraggled sort of way. Let's 
hope for a sunnier club next week. 

 
The Gardening Club 

 
From Amoris Laetitia, sections 29-30 
The word of God tells us that the family is entrusted to a 
man, a woman and their children, so that they may become 
a communion of persons in the image of the union of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Begetting and raising 
children, for its part, mirrors God’s creative work. The 
family is called to join in daily prayer, to read the word of 
God and to share in Eucharistic communion, and thus to 
grow in love and become ever more fully a temple in which 
the Spirit dwells. 
Every family should look to the icon of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth. Its daily life had its share of burdens and even 
nightmares, as when they met with Herod’s implacable 
violence. This last was an experience that, sad to say, 
continues to afflict the many refugee families who in our 
day feel rejected and helpless. Like the Magi, our families 
are invited to contemplate the Child and his Mother, to bow 
down and worship him (cf. Mt 2:11). Like Mary, they are 
asked to face their family’s challenges with courage and 
serenity, in good times and bad, and to keep in their heart 
the great things which God has done (cf. Lk 2:19, 51). The 
treasury of Mary’s heart also contains the experiences of 
every family, which she cherishes. For this reason, she 
can help us understand the meaning of these experiences 
and to hear the message God wishes to communicate 
through the life of our families.  

School of the Annunciation: 
Four-day Summer Schools at Buckfast Abbey 
25-28 July – Contemplate the Blessed Trinity 
as the source of all genuine catechesis 
1-4 August – Encountering Christ in His Holy  
Scriptures;  
11-14 August – How to read the richness of  
the Christian faith in Sacred Art;  
22 -25 August – Principles and application  
of Catholic moral teaching; for those looking 
for meaning and lasting happiness in human relationships;  
25-28 August – Explore the Catholic faith as a philosophy of life 
‘not made by human hands. Each course costs £345. For full 
details see posters in the churches. 

 

Readers will recall the announcement in a previous 
newsletter that St. Mary’s School has been judge to 
be an outstanding Catholic school by the Diocesan 
Inspectors.  
At a recent meeting, the Governors of the school 
asked that the concluding paragraph from the 
glowing report be included in this newsletter as a 
way of further celebrating and congratulating the 
Headteacher, staff and pupils of the school for their 
constant determination to believe in and be all that 
is best in Catholic education.  Fr. Francis is more 
than happy to agree: 
“St. Mary’s is a school firmly rooted in service 
to all and lives this from the heart. It is a school 
which can only continue to grow and flourish as 
a living, breathing Christian community. The 
absolute commitment to service will be what 
enables the children to become the best that 
they can be and for the adults to be nurtured 
and nourished to achieve even greater things. 
This is a school of which the Bishop, the 
Diocese and all connected with the school can 
be justly proud.”        Sarah Adams.  June 2016 


