
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Cyril of Alexandria 
Tuesday St. Ireneus 

Wednesday Ss. Peter & Paul 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Lilian Brown; Ethel Ward-Smith; Olive Davidson; Rev. Edward Theed; Maria Fitch; 
Dom Augustine Keniry; Annie Smith; Dom Stanislaus Kenley; Aldyth Perse; Gertrude 

Reavey; Gwendoline Laity; Charles Eugster; Ethel Desmond; John Roberts; Annie Lowe; 
Mary Parnell; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

26th June, 2016 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 

Readings p.102 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £70.08 £30.00 £31.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £279.00 £58.08 £57.75 £5.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £40.70 £32.85 £8.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £26.50 £18.92 £20.19 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £34.50 £29.00 £26.20 £5.00 

   £42.21   £5.00 
So a special thank you for your donations to Day for Life which, with gift aid, 
came to £168.64 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

This weekend there is a second 
collection for Peter’s Pence, described in 
this way by Pope Benedict XVI: “‘Peter’s 
Pence’ is the most characteristic 
expression of the participation of all the 
faithful in the Bishop of Rome’s charitable 
initiatives in favour of the universal 
Church. The gesture has not only a 
practical value, but also a strong 
symbolic one, as a sign of communion 
with the Pope and attention to the needs 
of one’s brothers; and therefore your 
service possesses a refined ecclesial 
character”. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
A new venture, aimed at supporting our charitable causes, it will begin 
by contributing to the Parish Syria Appeal. 
A ticket costs £1 per month for 12 months, payable by standing order 
(preferred) or cheque.  A monthly draw, independently carried out, will 
yield one winner initially.  As subscriptions grow there will be 1st, 2nd and 
3rd prizes each month.  50% of the monthly income will be given in 
prize(s). The more monthly tickets you buy the more chances you have 
to win.  The first draw will take place on Thursday 30th June; thereafter 
on the last Thursday of the month.  With their permission, winners’ 
names will be posted in this newsletter. 
For standing order forms, please contact Mike Lang or Fr. Francis 
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

Totnes Christian Festival 
2016 

Live Music; Street Food; 
Exhibitions; Fun and Games 
2nd July Vire Island 3-7 p.m. 

“Seeking to present the goodness 
of God and the richness of the 
Christian life to those who have 
little or no understanding of it.” 

Out of the mouths of babes… 
At one of the four churches in this parish last 
weekend (it doesn’t matter which; this applies to each 
of them), someone came up to me after Mass and 
gently chided me for talking loudly to a group of 
people at the back of church. Apparently, the young 
daughter of a visiting family had asked her mother 
why this was happening, since she had been brought 
up not to talk in church. 
I was grateful for this innocent reminder that I am as 
much to blame as anyone for the destruction of the 
sense of being in a sacred space which talking in 
church can cause.  Of course, it can also be 
inconsiderate to those who wish to pray – the 
problem which caused St. Benedict to ask monks, 
when their prayer is over, simply to leave the church 
in silence. 
I’m grateful to that young girl for being a channel of 
God’s truth for me.  May I suggest it gives us all an 
opportunity to make sure that our behaviour in 
church preserves, for us and for others, the sense that 
it is God’s House, whose sole purpose is to be a place 
where we can meet God.  Fr. Francis 

Wednesday is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul and therefore a  
Holyday of Obligation.  Masses in this parish: 

8 a.m Abbey 
10 a.m. Ashburton 
12:05 p.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
7:30 p.m. South Brent 

 

N.B. Therefore this week the 
Mass at 9.15 on Thursday at 
St. Dunstan’s is cancelled as 
it would be only 12 hours 
since the previous one. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

Did you hear about the cheerful truck driver who pulled up at a roadside café in the middle of the night for a dinner stop?  
Halfway through his dinner, three wild-looking motorcyclists roared up…bearded, leather-jacketed, filthy…with swastikas 
adorning their chests and helmets. 
 

For no reason at all, they selected the truck driver as a target.  One poured pepper over his head, another stole his apple pie, 
the third deliberately upset his cup of coffee.  The truck driver never said a word – just arose, paid his bill and exited. 
 

“That truck driver sure ain’t much of a fighter,’ sneered one of the attackers.  The girl behind the counter, peering out into the 
night, added, “He doesn’t seem to be much of a driver either.  He just ran his truck right over three motorcycles.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
We are called to life in all its fullness 
St Paul says “when Christ freed us, he meant us to remain 
free”. We are free to think, to choose and to act. Have we 
chosen to work out our salvation within our marriage? Our 
ongoing challenge is to live now and to Choose life in all its 
fullness, to stamp out self-indulgence and embrace the true 
freedom of love. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The week at St Mary’s has been a case of mixed fortunes. 
The filming for the school video has been dogged by bad 
luck with the weather. Mike-Luke, from the Abbey Media 
Department, and his trusty assistant, Callum, have been 
desperately trying to get the last few shots before they start 
editing ready for our “film premiere” in the last week of 
term. The weather forecasts have been just a day or two, 
or an hour or two, out! However, through grim 
determination and not a little flexibility with their timetable, 
they have managed to gather all that they need. This has 
also been helped by a clever invention of their own, i.e. a 
very small camera on the end of a very long stick, and the 
quality of today’s technology providing crisp high quality 
images. There was a bit of a dodgy moment when one of 
the Teaching Assistants thought she may have to phone 
her policeman husband when she saw a camera on the 
end of a long stick filming the school over the wall. Luckily 
for Mike-Luke she realised just in time who it was before 
the boys in blue with flashing lights descended on the 
school - although that could have been quite an interesting 
film sequence!! 
On the other side of the luck barricade, Mrs Kerswell, who 
you may remember is teaching the children about the Rain 
Forest, has discovered that a friend of a friend has just 
started to work in Costa Rica at the Sloth Institute which is 
very lucky as the children’s absolutely, most favourite 
animal is a sloth. As one of the children said “we are so 
going to adopt a sloth!” And Mrs Kerswell was also helped 
this week by a Teaching Assistant who just happened to 
have spent five days in the Amazon Rain Forest. So it was 
straight into the hot seat so that the children could fire 
questions at her! These connections make things “real” for 
the children and fires their enthusiasm for learning which 
is why we mean it when we say that we welcome all input 
from people who have “specialist” knowledge or 
experience about any of the topics. "Luckily", we have a 
community which gives us just that! 
  

From Amoris Laetitia, sections 32 - 34 
Several decades ago, the Spanish bishops noted that families 
have come to enjoy greater freedom “through an equitable 
distribution of duties, responsibilities and tasks”; indeed, “a 
greater emphasis on personal communication between the 
spouses helps to make family life more humane”, while “neither 
today’s society nor that to which we are progressing allow an 
uncritical survival of older forms and models”.  
On the other hand, “equal consideration needs to be given to 
the growing danger represented by an extreme individualism 
which weakens family bonds and ends up considering each 
member of the family as an isolated unit, leading in some cases 
to the idea that one’s personality is shaped by his or her desires, 
which are considered absolute”. “The tensions created by an 
overly individualistic culture, caught up with possessions and 
pleasures, leads to intolerance and hostility in families”. Here I 
would also include today’s fast pace of life, stress and the 
organization of society and labour, since all these are cultural 
factors which militate against permanent decisions. We also 
encounter widespread uncertainty and ambiguity. For example, 
we rightly value a personalism that opts for authenticity as op-
posed to mere conformity. While this can favour spontaneity 
and a better use of people’s talents, if misdirected it can foster 
attitudes of constant suspicion, fear of commitment, self-
centredness and arrogance. Freedom of choice makes it pos-
sible to plan our lives and to make the most of ourselves. Yet if 
this freedom lacks noble goals or personal discipline, it 
degenerates into an inability to give oneself generously to 
others. Indeed, in many countries where the number of 
marriages is decreasing, more and more people are choosing 
to live alone or simply to spend time together without cohabiting. 
We can also point to a praiseworthy concern for justice; but if 
misunderstood, this can turn citizens into clients interested 
solely in the provision of services.  
When these factors affect our understanding of the family, it can 
come to be seen as a way station, helpful when convenient, or 
a setting in which rights can be asserted while relationships are  

School of the Annunciation: 
Four-day Summer Schools at Buckfast Abbey 
25-28 July – Contemplate the Blessed Trinity 
as the source of all genuine catechesis 
1-4 August – Encountering Christ in His Holy  
Scriptures;  
11-14 August – How to read the richness of  
the Christian faith in Sacred Art;  
22 -25 August – Principles and application  
of Catholic moral teaching; for those looking 
for meaning and lasting happiness in human relationships;  
25-28 August – Explore the Catholic faith as a philosophy of life 
‘not made by human hands. Each course costs £345. For full 
details see posters in the churches. 

 

left to the changing winds of personal desire and circumstances. Ultimately, it is easy nowadays to confuse genuine freedom 
with the idea that each individual can act arbitrarily, as if there were no truths, values and principles to provide guidance, and 
everything were possible and permissible. The ideal of marriage, marked by a commitment to exclusivity and stability, is swept 
aside whenever it proves inconvenient or tiresome. 


