
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Chideock Martyrs 

Tuesday – 
Saturday Feria 

Monday 11th St. Benedict 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Henry 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Bonaventure 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Olive Parr; Stephen Hunt; Nora Mack; Dom John Baptist Archer; 
Jennifer Baker; Charles Hale; Shirley Fidock; Mary Halle; T. Bergess; 

Louisa Patterson; Mildred Hendry; John Beard; Nellie Board;  
Dorothy Eugster; Frances Fox; Dom Boniface Pedrick; Henrietta Stanton; 
Reginald Whately; Gertrude Wills; Dom Maurus Massé; Lilian Henle; 

Hilda Hext; Hermione Fothergill; Br. Athanasius Haveron;  
Louisa Carus; Dr. Noel Delaney; Selina Dent; Arthur Carus;  

Abbot Leo Smith; William Turner; Garren Hensman; Irene Rowe;  
Dom Edward Beane; Dom Herluin Capelle; Arthur Conroy;  

Charles Berington; Sarah Noblet; Dom Maurice Nguyen Van-Danh; 
Derek Hedges; Mabel Carrack; Hugh Symons; Alice Howard; Gladys 

Fennessy; Trixie Northcote; Peggy Mitchell; Francis Vaughan;  
John Harrington; Stephanie Litster; Meryl Trude; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

3rd July, 2016 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.105 

10th July, 2016 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p. 108 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £63.60 £20.00 £31.86 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £318.78 £34.88 £37.46 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £36.90 £42.85 £13.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £20.58 £11.92 £15.05 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.00 £37.00 £41.90 £5.00 

   £36.66   £2.50 
So a special thank you for your contributions to Peter’s Pence which, with gift 
aid, came to £151.77 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

As last Friday, 1st July, was the 100th anniversary of the 
start of the Battle of the Somme, Masses will be said over 
this weekend for the repose of the soul of all who died in 
that conflict.  As an aid to our prayer we include here the 
text of a letter sent by 2nd Lieutenant Eric Rupert Heaton 
to his parents on 28th June, 1916.  He died on the first day 
of the battle, aged 19 years.  May he rest in peace. 
“My Darling Mother and Father, I am writing this on the 
eve of my first action.  Tomorrow, we go to the attack in 
the greatest battle the British Army has ever fought.  I 
cannot quite express my feelings on this night and I 
cannot tell if it is God’s will that I shall come through – but 
if I fall in battle then I have no regrets save for my loved 
ones I leave behind.  It is a great cause and I came out 
willingly to serve my King and Country. 
“No one had such parents as you have been to me giving 
me such splendid opportunities and always thinking of my 
welfare at great self sacrifice to yourselves.   
“This life abroad has taught me many things chiefly the 
fine character of the British Race to put up with hardship 
with wonderful cheerfulness. 
“If I fall do not let things be black for you.  Be cheerful and 
you will be living life always to my memory. 
“I thank God for my brother and sisters who have all been 
very much to me. 
“Well, I cannot write more now.  You are all in my 
thoughts as I enter this first battle.  May God go with me. 
“With my love to you all.  Always, Your loving son. Eric” 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The first of monthly draws took place last Thursday.   
Congratulations to our first winner, who is  

Angela Mollet! 
At the risk of being reminded of Disraeli’s saying: “There are three kinds 
of lies: lies, damn lies and statistics,” I think that means that Angela has 
seen a 1,700% return on her month’s investment!  Who needs the stock 
market! 
Remember, this is a new venture, aimed at supporting our charitable 
causes, at the moment it is contributing to the Parish Syria Appeal.  This 
will be reviewed after 12 months. 
A ticket costs £1 per month for 12 months, payable by standing order  or 
cheque.  There is a monthly draw and 50% of the monthly income will be 
given in prize(s). The more monthly tickets you buy the more chances you 
have to win.  With their permission, winners’ names will be posted in this 
newsletter.  To join, please contact Mike Lang or Fr. Francis 
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

Lt. Heaton was in the 16th 
Battalion Middlesex 
Regiment (Pals Public 
School Battalion).  It was 
one of the main units 
preparing to lead the attack.  
He died on 1st July, 1916 

On Monday 4th July at the Barn Cinema, Dartington Hall, there is a film entitled, 
“Discover Arts: St. Peter’s and the Papal Basilicas of Rome”.  Further details 
and booking at https://www.dartington.org/whats-on/event/?id=177798  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

Rick: “I’m through with that girl.”  Sam: “Oh, why?” Rick “She asked me if I danced.”  Sam: “Well, what’s 
wrong with that?” Rick: “I was dancing with her when she asked me!” 
 
Wise man say: “If at first you don’t succeed, trying looking in the waste paper basket for the instructions.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings             Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Romance is at the core of our calling 
The theme of today’s readings is rejoicing.  Those who 
have had to be away from home know the thrill of returning 
– the hug, the kiss...   
But when every day is much like any other, we can lose the 
spark and we need to remember that romance is at the very 
core of our calling. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week saw the coming together of twelve of the 
Catholic primary schools in Devon for a Music Day at the 
Abbey. These schools form the 'Central' area of Plymouth 
CAST, the multi academy trust of which St Mary's is part. 

 
You may have seen some of the results on BBC Spotlight 
whose reporter and film crew had spent the day with the 
children. Although the Abbey Music Director, Philip 
Arkwright, had made it sound as though the music had 
been whipped up in the twinkling of an eye (careful editing 
by the BBC maybe!), many hours had, in fact, been put in 
to bring the event to fruition, not least by Miss Slack, our 
Headteacher. You cannot bring three hundred and sixty 
children together for the day without considering the 
logistics of eating, drinking and other vital activities. As it 
was, the weather was kind and the children were able to 
eat lunch outside although Plan B was ready with every 
spare nook and cranny allocated if indoor lunch was 
required. There was also the careful calculation of child 
(bottom) size to available pew area - which became more 
and more critical as the numbers grew! As it was, the event 
was a great success with the children learning more about 
St Peter and the courage it takes to meet challenges and 
changes in your life. A very apt topic for us all at any time 
but maybe especially so at the moment given recent 
political events. 
On another note, it was good to see the confidence with 
which our children spoke on camera, probably as a result 
of having worked so much with Mike-Luke of the Abbey 
Media Department, although there was the worry that they 
may start telling the film crew that there was a better angle 
to shoot from or which was their 'best side'.  

 
It did make me smile when it said on the telly that it was 
hoped that it may become an annual event.... I'm not sure 
if anyone told Miss Slack that!  
  

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence 
call 01364 72768 

Well!  What a fantastic time we had at the Barn Dance last 
Saturday.  Mary Coates seemed to make all preparations and 
persuade people to attend with calm determination (though 
the rumour is her demeanour hid a thousand worries).  As we 
arrived there was an air of cheery nervousness…what have 
we let ourselves in for?!! 
But the excellent band and the kindly caller attracted about 
eight couples onto the floor to learn the first dance.  It went 
well and everyone enjoyed it, and as the evening went on 
more and more people joined in until, for the last dance, there 
was hardly room for everyone who wanted to take part. 

 
‘three score years and ten,’ we swung our partners, do-si-
doed, stripped the willow and strutted our stuff like dashing 
white sergeants until we were glad of a sit-down while the 
brilliant fiddler gave some virtuoso instrumental interludes.  
And it was great that those who were unable to take to the 
floor could also soak up the atmosphere created by the fun 
the dancers were having and join in the rhythm by clapping 
along to the music. 

 
very generous in donating prizes for the raffle – and this is a 
good moment to say thank you to all those who couldn’t be 
with us but supported the cause with their donations.  
The success of the evening was surely best shown by the 
rapturous applause, as we drew to a close, for the caller, the 
band and for Mary and her helpers.  Special thanks go, too, 
to Mark and Bernard who worked tirelessly all evening, 
preparing food and serving drinks and generally making the 
Grange restaurant facilities work for the success of the night. 
All was done in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal, and it’s 
wonderful to report that a profit of £426 was made for that 
purpose. 

As Patricia Alcock 
reports, it was a 
great success and 
everyone, both 
young and old, 
enjoyed a great 
Saturday night 
out.  From pre-
teens to post 

Speaking of musical 
interludes, we were 
charmed as we munched 
our delicious pasties and 
chips with the debut 
performance of our hand-
bell ringers.  Thank you! 
As always, people were very 
 


