
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. James 
Tuesday Ss. Joachim & Anne 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Ss. Martha, Mary & 
Lazarus 

Saturday Feria 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Abbot Leander Lemoine; Rowena Carpenter; Rev. Alexandre Dodard; Gertrude Cahusac; 
Eduard Bandwiski; William Swindell; Elizabeth Bailey; Emma Striffler; Gladys 

Baverstock; Kathleen Chaffe; Maurice Ferrero; Mary Keer-Kennedy; Stephen Hanrahan; 
Margery Pairpoint; Jean Preston-Cooke; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

24h July, 2016 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.114 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £75.50 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £180.99 £38.08 

Second £17.25  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £35.70 £29.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £60.50 £37.12 
South Brent 9 a.m. £38.00 £42.00 

   £40.51 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

This weekend there is one of our second collections for the Parish Syria 
Appeal. From an article by Diana Darke for the BBC News website: 
Syria's civil war came late to Aleppo. It was July 2012. But after four years of 
bitter bloodshed between its government-held west and rebel east, the beating 
heart of Syria's commercial and industrial capital has entered cardiac arrest.  
Aleppo is no stranger to sieges - there have been at least eight recorded 
across its turbulent history. But this one promises to last longer than all the 
others put together.  Many of the 300,000-plus unfortunates trapped inside 
face the prospect of slowly starving as extortionately-priced food, medicine 
and fuel supplies are systematically blocked.  
Some will die before then from the Syrian and Russian government barrel-
bombing. Latterly supplemented by incendiary cluster munitions burning to 
2,500C, the bombers are steadily eradicating schools, hospitals and markets 
from above with impunity.  
Months of such punishment lie ahead for Aleppo.  Millions of Syrian civilians 
  

 
have fled and many more will inevitably follow. Aleppo is no stranger to refugees. Across the centuries it welcomed many, 
as has Syria. Some were Christians escaping persecution from fellow Christians in Europe. The city has long been multi-
cultural, a complex mix of Kurds, Iranians, Turkmen, Armenians and Circassians overlaid on an Arab base in which multi-
denominational churches and mosques still share the space. But while the West obsesses about fighting IS and Nusra, this 
colourful tapestry of Aleppo's innately tolerant population is slowly being shredded. 

Howard Ellacott, one of our young parishioners, is taking part in the 
Church’s World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow.  Last Wednesday he left 
with the group from Plymouth and Clifton Dioceses and is now settling 
in to life in that beautiful Polish city together with three million other 
young Catholics.  The group has a facebook page where you can follow 
their progress:   https://www.facebook.com/ClifPlymWYD/ 
Howard has also sent us this special message: 
“This summer, thanks to a generous parishioner, I am fortunate enough 
to be in Krakow for World Youth Day. WYD was initiated by Pope John 
Paul II, and is a pilgrimage for young Catholics from all over the world, 
enabling them to explore their faith.  
After our 28 hour journey across Europe we arrived in Kraków, and 
settled into our hotel. As it is the Year of Mercy we made our way to 
the Divine Mercy Sanctuary, which is very close by. This is the resting 
place of Saint Faustina Kowalska, and having our evening prayers 
there was quite an experience. 
The following day we explored the city of Kraków, and then Bishop 
Mark joined us to celebrate mass in one of the local churches. Our next 
excursion is to Wadowice, the birthplace of Pope Saint John Paul II.  
I am extremely grateful for this opportunity and am looking forward to 
continuing to explore my faith with many young Catholics from across 
the world.” 

 
St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Buckfast, 
has received DfE approval to extend its age 
range to include 3 year olds from September.  
Expressions of interest in benefitting from this 
new provision are invited; contact 01364 642389 
or admin@st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk and the 
school will contact you with more details when 
they are available. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

On their way home from church on Ash Wednesday a little boy asked his mother, “Is it true that we’re made of dust, Mum?” 
“Yes, darling,” came the reply.  “And do we go back to dust again when we die?” 
“Yes, dear,” the mother responded. 
“Well, Mum, when I said my prayers last night and looked under the bed, I found someone who is either coming or going.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings              
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
We are called to trust each other with ourselves 
Trust is the theme for today and as married 
couples we are called to trust each other enough 
to become ‘two in one flesh’. We need to listen 
sensitively to one another and to share our 
innermost thoughts, feelings, hopes, dreams, joys, 
sorrows, worries and anxieties in such a way that 
we might both be fully human and fully alive.  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The term came to an end, with the anticipated three very busy 
days. On the Monday, we held our sports day which had been 
postponed twice due to bad weather. This time the concern 
was that it was too hot for the children to be out in the sun all 
afternoon but gazebos were erected and children sorted into 
clumps to sit in their shade and the fun went ahead. In the end 
it was a lovely afternoon enjoyed by many families who 
watched from various shady vantage points around the field 
and cheered the children on and who were rewarded with the 
chance of a very refreshing ice cream at the end! 
On the Tuesday we started with our Leavers' Mass in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel which I always feel is the most 
inspiring place for the children to take stock of their time at St 
Mary's before launching into the big, wide world. After the 
service families are invited back to school for refreshments 
and to enjoy, what is now the traditional, "leavers cake" 
provided by the Conference Centre. This year, in addition to 
the children's names, there was the name of one of the 
teachers, Mrs Evans, who is leaving after eleven years to 
follow a new path in her career. 
In the afternoon, the children were treated to the long awaited 
premiere of the film they have been making with the help of 
the Education and Media departments. You can see the film 
by visiting our website www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk and the 
film is on the front page. I personally think it is a lovely film full 
of the "aah" factor and will make you smile. It is only seven 
and a half minutes long so you can watch it lots of times if you 
want! 
And finally, on Wednesday we had lunch together in the 
Conference Centre before the Leavers' assembly where 
prizes are awarded for the year's efforts and it is our last 
chance to say "farewell" to our year 6's. This year, six of them 
are going to South Dartmoor, two to Ivybridge and one to 
Torquay Grammar.  
Another year done, but before we know it, we will be starting 
all over again - not quite the circle of life but something very 
similar! 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence 
call 01364 72768 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
A ticket costs £1 per month for 12 months, payable by standing order  
or cheque.  There is a monthly draw and 50% of the monthly income 
will be given in prize(s). The more monthly tickets you buy the more 
chances you have to win.  With their permission, winners’ names will 
be posted in this newsletter.  To join, please contact Mike Lang or 
Fr. Francis   
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

To all parishioners: 
The Abbot and Community of Buckfast Abbey 

invite you to a Barbecue and Hog Roast  
Friday 19th August 

(Please note the date – it was wrong in last week’s 
newsletter) 

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on the meadow by the river 
If you intend to accept the invitation you must write by 10th 
August to Karen Laidler at Buckfast Abbey, Buckfastleigh 
TQ11 OEE or email klaidler@buckfast.org.uk  

Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 

Sunday 18th September at St. Rita’s Centre, Honiton 
EX14 1AP. 1 – 6 p.m.  Admission £4 to include It’s 

a Knockout, tug of war, netball, football 
competitions, bouncy castle, gladiators, bungee run.   

Followed by BBQ and youth Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 or Patrick 01837 851438 

From Amoris Laetitia Section 35: 
 

“As Christians, we can hardly stop advocating marriage simply to avoid 
countering contemporary sensibilities, or out of a desire to be 
fashionable or a sense of helplessness in the face of human and moral 
failings. We would be depriving the world of values that we can and 
must offer. It is true that there is no sense in simply decrying present-
day evils, as if this could change things. Nor it is helpful to try to impose 
rules by sheer authority. What we need is a more responsible and 
generous effort to present the reasons and motivations for choosing 
marriage and the family, and in this way to help men and women better 
to respond to the grace that God offers them.” 
 

TORQUAY CELEBRATE WEEKEND 15th/16th October  
A faith-filled event for young and old, now in its 5th year 

St. Cuthbert Mayne School, Trumlands Road, Torquay TQ1 4RN 
Theme: “Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God” 

Main Speakers: David Payne, Fr. Jonathan Stewart, Maria Heath 
A variety of workshops over two days 

Organized streams for children & young people 
Lively worship, sound teaching, family Mass 

Opportunities for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & 
Reconciliation 

More details: www.celebrateconference.org 
Email: torquay@celebrateconference.org 

Susanne 01803 606256 

 


