
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. John Vianney 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Transfiguration of 

the Lord 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Rose Martin; Francis Sibeth; Dom Stephen Kramer; Bessie Clarke; Sybil Combe; Josephine 
Nott; William Stuart; Br. Peter Schrode; Mary Concannon; Abbot Boniface Natter; Mark 

Whileblood; Vikki Scott-Maddocks; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

31st July, 2016 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.117 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £43.85 £15.00 £29.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £197.70 £73.08 £584.32 £650.94 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £6.20 £37.85 £10.00 £40.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £31.60 £23.92 £11.34 £11.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £56.00 £47.00 £61.20 £74.00 

   £49.21   £193.99 
 

Once again, a magnificent effort for the suffering people of Syria: a total 
including gift aid of £1,665.79 which will be matched by the monks. Thank you! 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

Pat Burke  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 

Sunday 18th September at St. 
Rita’s Centre, Honiton EX14 1AP. 

1 – 6 p.m.  Admission £4 to 
include It’s a Knockout, tug of 

war, netball, football 
competitions, bouncy castle, 

gladiators, bungee run.   
Followed by BBQ and youth Mass 

Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 or 
Patrick 01837 851438 

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, 
Buckfast, has received DfE approval 
to extend its age range to include 3 
year olds from September.  
Expressions of interest in benefitting 
from this new provision are invited; 
contact 01364 642389 or admin@st-
marysrc.devon.sch.uk and the 
school will contact you with more 
details when they are available. 

There will be a second collection next week which is the annual Mission 
Appeal.  Fr. Bernard Waave of the Holy Ghost Fathers (The Spiritans) will 
speak at the Sunday Masses at the Abbey. 
Who are the Spiritans  

We are a Roman Catholic Religious 
Congregation of nearly three 
thousand members, founded in 
1703. Our missions are spread 
worldwide. While we may be found 
involved in many diverse ministries, 
we have dedicated ourselves to 
working with the poor and in those 

situations where the Church has difficulty in finding ministers. 
One Heart. One Spirit. 

• We seek first to allow the Spirit to transform us in our heart and soul 
• We are open to the Spirit alive in others 
• We go and share the Spirit wherever people are suffering 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The July draw took place last Thursday.  The random number generator  
operated by an independent operator produced the winning number  
which is held by 

Mike Lang! 
We now have 54 players, so Mike received a prize of £27. 
Remember, this is a new venture, aimed at supporting our charitable causes, at the 
moment it is contributing to the Parish Syria Appeal.  This will be reviewed after 12 
months. A ticket costs £1 per month for 12 months, payable by standing order or cheque.  
There is a monthly draw and 50% of the monthly income will be given in prize(s). The 
more monthly tickets you buy the more chances you have to win.  With their permission, 
winners’ names will be posted in this newsletter.  To join, please contact Mike Lang or 
Fr. Francis  This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Two Smogarians were dragging a deer they’d caught through the woods by its tail when they ran into another hunter.  “It 
would be easier,” said the hunter, “if you were to drag the deer by the antlers instead of the tail.  Then he won’t get caught 
on all the bushes.” 
The two Smogarians did as the hunter suggested.  After about an hour of dragging the deer by the antlers, one Smogarian 
said to the other, “This sure is a lot easier.” 
“Yeah,” said the second Smogarian, “but I think we are going in the wrong direction.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based 
on the Sunday Scripture Readings             
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
To love as God loves 
It’s easy to be drawn into the world’s 
plan for material success and lose 
sight of why we married each other.  
Slightly changing the words of the 
Gospel we might read, ‘Fool, who will 
benefit from this hoard when your 
married love has died?’ Let us work 
hard at making us rich in love for each 
other and with God. 
 

From Amoris Laetitia Section 36 
“We also need to be humble and realistic, acknowledging that at times the way we 
present our Christian beliefs and treat other people has helped contribute to 
today’s problematic situation. We need a healthy dose of self-criticism. Then too, 
we often present marriage in such a way that its unitive meaning, its call to grow 
in love and its ideal of mutual assistance are overshadowed by an almost exclusive 
insistence on the duty of procreation. Nor have we always provided solid guidance 
to young married couples, understanding their timetables, their way of thinking and 
their concrete concerns. At times we have also proposed a far too abstract and 
almost artificial theological ideal of marriage, far removed from the concrete 
situations and practical possibilities of real families. This excessive idealization, 
especially when we have failed to inspire trust in God’s grace, has not helped to 
make marriage more desirable and attractive, but quite the opposite.” 
 

Our Man in Krakow, Howard Ellacott, has 
sent us this account of his experiences at 
World Youth Day 2016:  
 
This week at World Youth Day in Kraków we having been 
moving towards the Vigil Mass with Pope Francis, by 
continuing our spiritual journey. With daily prayers, Bible 
study and worship we have been encouraged to develop our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Our group from the Clifton and Plymouth diocese visited 
Auschwitz I and II, which was a haunting and moving 
experience. After reflecting on the past we celebrated the 
opening WYD Mass, and having over half a million people 
in one place was something I will not forget! 
 
In recent mornings all the English speaking countries have 
got together in a huge arena to celebrate mass and have 
talks and discussions from cardinals and bishops from 
across the world, in preparation for Pope Francis's arrival. 
We heard from an Iraqi Bishop about the persecution of 
Christians and we listened to Bishop Robert Barron from 
America, who is a most engaging and challenging speaker. 
 
Pope Francis arrived at WYD on Thursday to a huge 
celebration, and although it rained the atmosphere was 
amazing. This was followed by a moving homily translated 
into English for us, highlighting the importance of showing 
compassion to refugees, demonstrating a modern 
application of mercy. He also challenged us to look beyond 
the emptiness of many modern distractions and focus on our 
personal relationship with Christ. 
 
As my time in Kraków begins to draw to a close, I am 
incredibly grateful for the generosity of the parishioner who 
has made it possible for me to take part in this life changing 
experience.  
 
Thank you, Howard, for your perseverance in the labour 
involved in sending this by text message! 

 

TORQUAY CELEBRATE WEEKEND 15th/16th October  
A faith-filled event for young and old, now in its 5th year 

St. Cuthbert Mayne School, Trumlands Road, Torquay TQ1 4RN 
Theme: “Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God” 

Main Speakers: David Payne, Fr. Jonathan Stewart, Maria Heath 
A variety of workshops over two days 

Organized streams for children & young people 
Lively worship, sound teaching, family Mass 

Opportunities for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & 
Reconciliation 

More details: www.celebrateconference.org 
Email: torquay@celebrateconference.org 

Susanne 01803 606256 

 

 
Couldn’t get much closer to the Pope without being 

arrested!  Great selfie, Howard – I’m sure the Polish people 
are delighted you took the English weather with you! 


