
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Bernard 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Catherine Miller; Richard Pilsbury; Henry Trude; Cecily Hodgson; Anatole von Hugel; 
Horace Hosworthy; Christine Walls; Sr. Gabriel Blanchfield; Brian Baverstock; Frances 

Berington; Mrs. Routley; James Kelly; Eric Pinerey; Mother M. Cecilia; Hazel McCracken; 
Peggy Wood-Pottle;  Marjorie Nuttall; James Stuart; Br. Alphonsus Vogt; William Ash; 

Edward Hutton; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

14th August, 2016 Assumption of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.188 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Second 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £62.59 £20.00 £101.82 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £357.18 £33.08 £214.25 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £25.40 £37.85 £3.00 £15.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.50 £8.92 £11.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.50 £35.00 £40.60 £15.00 

   £33.71   £10.00 
 

A special thank you for your donations to the work of the Spiritans following 
the visit of Fr. Bernard Waave last week.  With gift aid they totalled £420.67 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

Pat Burke  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, 
Buckfast, is extending its age range to 
include 3 year olds from September.  To 
express interest, contact 01364 642389 
or admin@st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk  

Recently we received another ‘thank you’ letter from Devon 
and Cornwall Refugee Support for the clothes and 
household goods you have been donating. 
They write “we are still badly in need of good quality slim 
young men’s clothes, trainers, fleeces etc.  Also household 
goods and curtains.  In saying that we are very grateful for 
anything you can offer”  
Besides this service, you may be interested to read in the 
panels to the left and right of a couple of other ways in which 
DCRS offers support to refugees 
More info: http://dcrs-plymouth.org/  

 
Advice and Support 
Our project support workers 
are here to provide specialist, 
impartial advice to asylum 
seekers in Devon and 
Cornwall. We work closely 
with health services, 
solicitors, local charities and 
Plymouth city council to 
provide a comprehensive 
package of support for our 
service users. Our aim is to 
promote independence, 
prevent destitution and 
encourage integration of our 
service users into the local 
community. 
 

 
English classes 
A dedicated team of 
volunteers run free English 
classes for asylum seekers 
at our centre in Plymouth 
three days every week. We 
accept learners of all 
abilities, with no waiting lists 
and no need to pre-book. 
 

The next parish meeting to pray for the refugees 
of Syria, to take stock of the work the parish has 
done to support them and to plan for future 
efforts will take place on Thursday 1st September 
at the Abbey. 
At the last meeting it was requested that we 
might sometimes celebrate Holy Mass on these 
occasions, so this time we will begin with Mass at 
7.15 p.m. and then move on to a short meeting 
with refreshments. 
The refugees of Syria need your continued 
prayers and your support. Your fellow 
parishioners need you too, to encourage, inspire  
and animate.  So please come along, ready with your prayers, your ideas 
and, importantly, your companionship so that we all find the strength to 
persevere in showing God’s love to those who suffer unimaginable tragedy 
and deprivation, in Aleppo and all the war-ravaged parts of Syria. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A meek little man in a restaurant timidly touched the arm of a man putting on an overcoat. “Excuse me,” he said, “but do you 
happen to be Mr. Smith of Newport?”  “No, I am not!”, the man answered impatiently. “Oh…er…well,” stammered the first 
man, “you see, I am, and that’s his overcoat your putting on.” 
 
 
“Every time I have a cup of coffee, I get a stabbing pain in my right eye.  What shall I do?” 
“Take the spoon out of your cup.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings              
 
The Assumption  
Being thankful for the good times 
Our Lady is blessed because she kept the 
commitment she made at the Annunciation.  We 
are blessed for the ways we reach out to each 
other.  Sometimes this leads to a moment of 
deep joy: just being alone together on the settee 
when the television is off.  What about a prayer 
every night in thanks for the good times? 
 

Youth Rally    
(8 to 17 years) 

Sunday 18th September at St. 
Rita’s Centre, Honiton EX14 
1AP. 1 – 6 p.m.  Admission 

£4 to include It’s a Knockout, 
tug of war, netball, football 
competitions, bouncy castle, 

gladiators, bungee run.   
Followed by BBQ and youth 

Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 
328916 or Patrick 01837 851438 

If you, or someone you know are 
resident in the Abbey Parish and 
are considering requesting 
baptism or reception into the full 
communion of the Catholic 
Church, please contact Fr. 
Francis to arrange to meet and 
discuss it.  Please do this within 
the next couple of weeks so that 
there is plenty of time to prepare 
before next Easter. 
 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Not surprisingly, there is not a lot to report from school as we 
pass the mid-point of the summer holiday. The school looks more 
than a little forlorn as it awaits its latest makeover but when the 
new term starts you know it will be bright and welcoming. The 
same cannot be said for my "green" roof! To be fair there was a 
brief period in the early summer when it looked a little like a wild 
flower meadow with flowers waving gently in the breeze - now 
those flowers stand stiffly in all their brown, dried up glory, looking 
like the bad hair day of the green roof world. Unfortunately, due 
to the lack of rain, the rest of the roof looks dry and brown too 
and not at all bright or welcoming. However, it is popular with the 
local birds who clearly don't care what it looks like and who can 
be seen hopping about enjoying the delicacies on offer. I am 
pleased that it hasn't become the venue of choice for the local 
seagulls who have been displaced by the removal of the old mill 
buildings - that would be the final insult! 
My office also looks very sad, cluttered up as it is with various 
random items which have been abandoned at the end of term. 
I'm not sure why I should be the one to end up with all the lost 
jumpers, bits of Lego, cake tins, unclaimed raffle prizes, forgotten 
reading books and so on. I would like to think that when term 
starts I will be seen touring the school repatriating these items to 
their rightful homes but it is more likely that they will be hidden in 
a box under my desk in the eternally optimistic hope that one day 
I will empty all such boxes! As long as I can still get my knees 
under my desk no one will be any the wiser and I shall ensure 
that my smile will be bright and welcoming to match the school 
and that will be very easy with the excitement of having the 
children back, particularly those titchy ones I mentioned last 
week! 

 
 

Consultation on the Proposal 
to close our local hospital. 

The Clinical Commissioning Group has published its 
timetable for the above.  The consultation period will 
run from 1st September to 23rd November.  There will 
be public meetings in this parish as follows: 
• 20th September at Ashburton Town Hall at 1 

p.m. 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.  
• 22nd Sept at 6.30 p.m.at St. Luke’s Church, 

Buckfastleigh. 
Full details of the proposal are available at 
http://buckfastleigh.gov.uk/files/2016/08/Stakehold
er-briefing-Aug-16.pdf  This quote says it all: “To 
invest resources to strengthen community-based 
services, the CCG is proposing to reduce the 
number of community hospital beds to the level that 
successive audits indicate is required to meet the 
needs of our population. As a result, the proposals 
suggest that Ashburton, Bovey Tracey, Dartmouth 
and Paignton hospitals should be closed” 
Anyone who has had experience personally or 
through family or friends of local care provision will 
know how preposterous it is to suggest that the 
excellent and essential care provided to the people 
who keep the beds in Ashburton and Buckfastleigh 
Hospital constantly full could be satisfactorily 
replaced by care in the home.  Those who provide 
nursing and physiotherapy care in the home now are 
wonderful and do their very best, but they simply 
aren’t able to cope with present needs, let alone any 
more.  And it’s clear to anyone with eyes to see that 
those who are in hospital need to be there! 
The closure of the hospital would be a disaster.  
Please help to fight it!  Fr. Francis 

Advance notice – a 
date for your diary 
As part of the Parish 
Syria Appeal there will 
be a Quiz Night on 
Saturday 24th 
September in the 
Grange Restaurant at 
the Abbey.  More info 
to come; it’s never too 
early to start getting a 
team together! 

The fiftieth anniversary of the Abortion 
Acts occurs on 27th October, 2017.  As 
a result of the Act, 203,096 unborn 
children lost their lives in 2015. 
 

SPUC with the Union of Catholic 
Mothers are planning a series of 
events which seek to change our 
country’s culture of death. Over the 
weekend of 23rd October this year we 
seek to distribute at those Masses  
postcards which you can send to your 
MP encouraging them to vote along 
pro-life lines in Parliament. 

If you would be willing to help 
distribute the postcards to the 
congregation, please contact Fr. 
Francis 


