
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Bartholomew 
Thursday Dedication of the 

Abbey Church 
Friday Feria 

Saturday St. Monica 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Caroline Tapper; Catherine Carter; Sam Sobey; Dom Cuthbert Smith; Reg. Couch;  
Alice Daley; Dom Erkenwald Plersch; Wallace Fluter; Dom Gall Keckeisen;  

Arthur Gayton; Michael Bracelin; James May; Barbara Carus; Eileen Barham;  
Mahalat Quinet; Harold English; Beatrice Morris; Clara Craig; Marie Power;  

Sr. Margaret Morrim; Siofra Donfield; Leonard Hares; Mary Hall; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

21st August, 2016 Twenty-First Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.127 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £80.10 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £330.84 £38.08 

Second £24.67  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £22.04 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.50 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.49 £34.00 

   £37.21 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

Pat Burke  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Youth Rally    
(8 to 17 years) 

Sunday 18th September at St. 
Rita’s Centre, Honiton EX14 
1AP. 1 – 6 p.m.  Admission 

£4 to include It’s a Knockout, 
tug of war, netball, football 
competitions, bouncy castle, 

gladiators, bungee run.   
Followed by BBQ and youth 

Mass 
Further details contact Jackie 01803 
328916 or Patrick 01837 851438 

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Buckfast, is 
extending its age range to include 3 year olds 
from September.   
To express interest, contact 01364 642389 or 
admin@st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk  

The next parish meeting to pray for the 
refugees of Syria, to take stock of the 
work the parish has done to support 
them and to plan for future efforts will 
take place on Thursday 1st September at 
the Abbey. 

Holy Mass for refugees 7.15 p.m. 
Followed by a short meeting  

with refreshments. 

Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) Annual Appeal 
Throughout the Diocese next weekend, we have our annual second 
collection for the Catholic Children’s Society.   Here’s a true story 
(names changed to protect their privacy) which illustrates the sort of 
support the Society offers: 
“Left on her own with two small boys, one of whom suffers from 
behavioural difficulties which put stress on home life, Laura attempted 
to improve their lot by enrolling on a nursing course and despite all 
the pressures was doing well and producing all her coursework. 
Finances were already stretched to their limit and it was a struggle for 
Laura to keep everything on an even keel and to make things worse 
they then lost most of their possessions when they were burgled. Her 
boys ended up having to share a mattress on a concrete floor. She 
didn’t know where to turn to. That is when she applied to the Society 
for help. We were able to give her beds for her boys and a carpet for 
their room. All she wanted was to give her boys a happy home and 
the Society was able to help her.” 
Bishop Mark’s message of support for this appeal can be found on 
the prayer cards available at the back of the church.  Please take one 
as a gift from the Society and if you can make a donation next week, 
please do so in the envelope provided. 
More info: http://ccsplymouth.org.uk/  

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
 

A ticket costs £1 per month for 12 months. 
 

Monthly draw; 50% of the monthly income will 
be given in prize(s). 

 

We now have 65 players; it’s not too late to be 
the 66th in the next draw, which takes place 
next Thursday.  
 

To join, please contact Mike Lang or Fr. Francis   
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge 
District Council 

HCPT Torbay Group 179, taking children from 
all over South Devon on the Easter Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes, invite you to a  

BARN DANCE & HOG ROAST, 
SATURDAY, 10TH SEPTEMBER 

Manor Farm, Daccombe, TQ12 4ST, 
7pm - 11 pm. 

Dancing to Random Mackerel Band.    
For tickets e-mail hcpt179@gmail.com, or 
call/text 07971368349:   £12 Adult, £6 
Children under 12, to include food.   This is 
our major fundraising event to give the 
children a week they will never forget.  Many 
thanks for your support for this fun event. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

When Joe was a little boy, he took fiddle lessons.  One day while he was practising, scraping dismally back and forth with 
his bow, his dog set up a plaintive wailing and howling.  Finally Joan, who was trying to do her homework, stuck her head 
into the room where her brother was practising.  “For goodness’ sake!” she complained.  “Can’t you play something the dog 
doesn’t know?” 
 
“Petrol prices are so high that when I pulled into a petrol station this morning and asked for a pound’s worth, the attendant 
dabbed some behind my ears.” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings              
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Our calling is to be a sign of God’s love 
Married couples have a special calling to evangelise. God 
created man and woman to live intimately together so that the 
people we meet see a living example of His love for each of us. 
Many of us at some time have seen a couple together and felt 
intense joy or sensitivity in them – living examples of His love for 
us.   

If you, or someone you know are 
resident in the Abbey Parish and 
are considering requesting 
baptism or reception into the full 
communion of the Catholic 
Church, please contact Fr. 
Francis to arrange to meet and 
discuss it.  Please do this within 
the next couple of weeks so that 
there is plenty of time to prepare 
before next Easter. 
 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Because we are long past the usual time interval between Ofsted 
inspections, it is very likely that St Mary's School will have one 
during the coming school year. In many ways it would be good to 
get it over with as it can hang like a dark cloud in the background 
sometimes! In the last inspection, in May 2011, the school was 
classed as "good"' this means that our next inspection should 
initially be one day long to confirm that we are still worthy of that 
rating. Because of the importance of safeguarding to school 
standards, half of that day would be spent thoroughly examining 
our safeguarding policies and procedures. These cover not only 
child protection issues but the whole approach to keeping 
children safe and secure when they are in our care. Many hours 
of training and administration time go into ensuring that the staff 
have the most current information and that it is clear. As in all 
schools, every adult involved must feel very confident on how to 
ensure the wellbeing of every child and to report any concerns.  
Policies and their implementation must guarantee that any such 
concerns are taken seriously and rigorously investigated. 
When our safeguarding standards have been thoroughly 
scrutinised and confirmed, the curriculum standards will be 
assessed. I said that our inspection would 'initially ' be one day, 
this is because we will be hoping for the inspection to go into two 
days (okay, maybe hoping isn't quite the right word) as this will 
be a sign that our standards have changed and I am confident 
that, in our case, it would be looking to see if we are worthy to be 
judged “outstanding.” This is why it would be a good thing to get 
the inspection out of the way, as people set a lot of store on 
Ofsted and we need their opinion to confirm what we already 
know but can sometimes seem like a well-kept secret! 
So, there is always something to look forward to at St Mary's - 
whatever is coming - even if at first glance you may not think it’s 
something to look forward to! 

 

Consultation on the Proposal 
to close our local hospital. 

There will be public meetings in this parish as 
follows: 
• 20th September at Ashburton Town Hall at 1 

p.m. 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.  
• 22nd Sept at 6.30 p.m.at St. Luke’s Church, 

Buckfastleigh. 
Full details of the proposal are available at 
http://buckfastleigh.gov.uk/files/2016/08/Stakehold
er-briefing-Aug-16.pdf   
The closure of the hospital would be a disaster.  
Please help to fight it!  Fr. Francis 

Amoris Laetitia section 38: 
We must be grateful that most people do value family relationships that are permanent and marked by mutual respect. 
They appreciate the Church’s efforts to offer guidance and counselling in areas related to growth in love, overcoming 
conflict and raising children. Many are touched by the power of grace experienced in sacramental Reconciliation and in 
the Eucharist, grace that helps them face the challenges of marriage and the family. In some countries, especially in 
various parts of Africa, secularism has not weakened certain traditional values, and marriages forge a strong bond between 
two wider families, with clearly defined structures for dealing with problems and conflicts. Nowadays we are grateful too 
for the witness of marriages that have not only proved lasting, but also fruitful and loving. All these factors can inspire a 
positive and welcoming pastoral approach capable of helping couples to grow in appreciation of the demands of the 
Gospel. Yet we have often been on the defensive, wasting pastoral energy on denouncing a decadent world without being 
proactive in proposing ways of finding true happiness. Many people feel that the Church’s message on marriage and the 
family does not clearly reflect the preaching and attitudes of Jesus, who set forth a demanding ideal yet never failed to 
show compassion and closeness to the frailty of individuals like the Samaritan woman or the woman caught in adultery.  
 

TORQUAY CELEBRATE WEEKEND 15th/16th October 
A faith-filled event for young and old, now in its 5th 

year; at St. Cuthbert Mayne School, Trumlands Road, 
Torquay TQ1 4RN 

Theme: “Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your 
God” 

Main Speakers: David Payne, Fr. Jonathan Stewart, 
Maria Heath 

Workshops, organized streams for children & young 
people; Lively worship, sound teaching, family Mass 

Opportunities for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
& Reconciliation 

More details: www.celebrateconference.org 
Email: torquay@celebrateconference.org 

Susanne 01803 606256 

 


