
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Beheading of  

John the Baptist 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Aidan 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Gregory  

the Great 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Eldon Simons; Ellen Baker; Brian Mitchell; Harold Stanton; Philip Dawson; Frederick 
Fish; Emily Halkett; Mary Cory; Elsie Truscott; James Daw; John Beale; John Mason; 

Dom Adam Kehrle; Bishop Charles Graham; Maureen Ellis; Julia Willington; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

28th August, 2016 Twenty-Second Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.130 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £130.14 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £341.63 £68.08 

Second £12.57  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £40.59 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £12.83 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £17.35 £47.00 

   £46.71 
Thank you to those who put a donation for the 
Children’s Society in their envelopes; these have 
been kept safe and will be put into the second 
collection this week. 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

Pat Burke Ivy Pepper 
Maddie Page-Dove  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

The next parish meeting to pray for the 
refugees of Syria, to take stock of the work 
the parish has done to support them and to 
plan for future efforts will take place on 
next Thursday, 1st September at the Abbey. 

Holy Mass for refugees 7.15 p.m.  
in St. Michael’s Chapel  

(meet at the back of the Abbey Church) 
Followed by a short meeting  

with refreshments. 

Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) Annual Appeal 
Throughout the Diocese this weekend, we have our annual second 
collection for the Catholic Children’s Society.  The Society supports 
local disadvantaged families in their time of need.  Please remember 
the Society’s work in your prayers. Gift Aid envelopes and prayer 
cards are available at the back of the church. 
More info: http://ccsplymouth.org.uk/  

 

Next weekend we will have one of our periodic 
second collections in aid of the Parish Syria 
Appeal.  
Aid to the Church in Need reports from Syria: 
“Syriac Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius Aphrem II was 
visiting Qaryatayn, Syria in April 2016:  ‘When I 
managed to visit the town with our Catholic 
brothers on Friday, I was shocked by the extent of 
the devastation.  Many houses had been 
completely or severely damaged during the 
fighting.  It was especially painful to see how the 
churches had been wilfully defiled by ISIS….If it 
goes on like this, we Christians in Syria will 
disappear…The best way to support us is to help 
us stay in our homeland.’ 
ACN is providing food, shelter and medicine for 
thousands of people from Qaryatayn who fled to 
Fairouzeh, outside Homs, and who are anxious to 
return home – provided it is safe. 
The Patriarch said: ‘We are very grateful to ACN for 
adopting this approach and helping people on the 
spot.’” 

Come to our Great 

 
and enjoy an evening of fun and  

brain teasers!!  
Saturday 24th September, 7 p.m. 

At the Grange Restaurant, Buckfast 
Abbey 

Teams of up to four players with family teams 
welcome 

£5 per player in aid of the Parish 
Syria Appeal. 

Ticket includes light refreshments. 
Prizes for the winners and runners up  

Cash bar and a raffle!! 
Please come and join us for this fun night 

Tickets will be available after Mass  
or from Fr. Francis or John Goulden (07528 

315123) 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

In the traffic court of a large Midland city, a young lady was brought before the judge because of a ticket given her for driving 
through a red light.  She explained to His Honour that she was a school teacher and requested an immediate disposal of her 
case in order that she might hasten on to her classes.   
A wild gleam came into the judge’s eye.  “You’re a school teacher, eh?” said he. 
“Madam, I shall now realize my lifelong ambition.  I’ve waited years to have a school teacher in this court!” 
“Now, sit down at that table and write ‘I must not go through red lights’ 500 times!!” 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings              
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Raised by our love 

We live in a world where self-promotion is at the heart of many 
superficial relationships. 
But ours is a New Covenant of love – Jesus refers to this in the 
Gospel. In this unique relationship we seek to encourage and 
raise each other higher. When we fail, as inevitably we do, He 
calls us to ask forgiveness of each other. 
 

Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 
Sunday 18th September at St. Rita’s Centre, 

Honiton EX14 1AP. 1 – 6 p.m.  Admission £4 to 
include It’s a Knockout, tug of war, netball, 

football competitions, bouncy castle, gladiators, 
bungee run.  Followed by BBQ and youth Mass 

Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 
or Patrick 01837 851438 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This being the third summer that I have regaled you with news 
and trivia from St Mary's School, I am starting to wonder if I am 
repeating myself, or in danger of doing so! The summer holidays 
always seem to bring builders into the school even though I am 
sure each year that there can't be any more to be done. The work 
always seems to take a little longer than anticipated which leaves 
me as a reluctant go-between between stressed teachers, 
anxious to get in and organise their rooms, and builders who are 
doing their best but who have been delayed by wrong parts or 
the customer (us) adding on things to do.  
The classes will almost be the same except that we have added 
a new "reservoir" for the littlest children. As many of you will 
already know, our classes are named after Devon reservoirs, 
corresponding in size to the children contained within. Therefore 
our newest class will be called "Meldon" which is smaller than 
Venford, Fernworthy and Burrator. (If you know that to be 
factually incorrect, please keep it to yourself - hours of research 
and argument have gone into the decision to use that name! 
Okay, maybe not hours, but I wouldn't want to be the one who 
suggested that we may have used the wrong reservoir.)  
The children will mostly be the same but for a few new arrivals 
and our "big kids" who have moved on to "big" school. Perhaps 
now is the time to say a little prayer for them to ask that they be 
given courage and confidence as they move from being the 
biggest to the titchiest and from being the source of all knowledge 
about their school to the ones most likely to get lost. It can be a 
tough time for them - we know, at St Mary's, they are great but 
now they must take on the rest of the world, or at least the rest of 
South Dartmoor, Ivybridge and Torquay, as that is where they are 
heading, and prove their "greatness" there.  

Our love and best wishes will be with them.  
 

Consultation on the Proposal 
to close our local hospital. 

There will be public meetings in this parish as follows: 
• 20th September at Ashburton Town Hall at 1 p.m. 4 

p.m. and 7 p.m.  
• 22nd Sept at 6.30 p.m.at St. Luke’s Church, 

Buckfastleigh. 
Full details of the proposal are available at 
http://buckfastleigh.gov.uk/files/2016/08/Stakeholder-
briefing-Aug-16.pdf   
You have probably seen the press coverage of plans to 
cut the NHS nationally by closing facilities including 
whole hospitals.  An article on the BBC website gives 
some useful context, including this comment by Sally 
Gainsbury, senior policy analyst with the Nuffield Trust:  
"It looks like quite a lot of these plans at the moment are 
proposing big, large-scale reconfigurations - that's 
shifting services or shutting services down. Our 
research finds that, in a lot of these kinds of 
reconfigurations, you don't save very much money - all 
that happens is the patient has to go to the next hospital 
down the road. They're more inconvenienced, they have 
to travel further, but it rarely saves the money that's 
needed." 
Full article: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-37186455 
The closure of the hospital would be a disaster.  
Please help to fight it!  Fr. Francis 

HCPT Torbay Group 179, taking children from all over 
South Devon on the Easter Pilgrimage to Lourdes, invite 
you to a BARN DANCE & HOG ROAST,SATURDAY, 
10TH SEPTEMBER Manor Farm, Daccombe, TQ12 
4ST, 7 - 11 pm. 
Dancing to Random Mackerel Band.   For tickets e-mail 
hcpt179@gmail.com, or call/text 07971368349:   £12 
Adult, £6 Children under 12, to include food.   This is our 
major fundraising event to give the children a week they 
will never forget.  Many thanks for your support for this 
fun event. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The August draw took place last Thursday.  The random number 
generator operated by an independent operator produced the 
winning number which is held by 

George Hawkins! 
We now have 68 players, so George received a prize of £34. 
Remember, this is a new venture, aimed at supporting our 
charitable causes, at the moment it is contributing to the Parish 
Syria Appeal.  This will be reviewed after 12 months. A ticket 
costs £1 per month for 12 months, payable by standing order or 
cheque.  There is a monthly draw and 50% of the monthly income 
will be given in prize(s). The more monthly tickets you buy the 
more chances you have to win.  With their permission, winners’ 
names will be posted in this newsletter.  To join, please contact 
Mike Lang or Fr. Francis   
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 


