
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. John Chrysostom 

Wednesday Exaltation of the  
Holy Cross 

Thursday Our Lady of Sorrows 
Friday Ss. Cornelius & Cyprian 

Saturday St. Hildegarde 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Abbot Stephen Denis; Winifred Bridge; Clement Burge; Evelyn King; James Durkin;  
Alan Cooksley; Ellen Conlon; Leslie Powne; Helen Ruth; Christine Harris; Yvonne Horak; 

Francis Lee; Victor Tapper; Tom Egan; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

11th September, 2016 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 

Readings p.136 

 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £59.72 £10.00 £86.70 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £279.85 £53.08 £114.61 £218.75 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £20.50 £37.85 £12.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £28.05 £23.92 £10.00 £27.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.52 £42.00 £60.58 £41.50 

   £41.71   £79.31 
Thank you once again for your generosity to the Parish Syria Appeal.  The 
second collection yielded £601.14.  This will be matched by the monastery so 
that with gift aid, the total received by Aid to the Church in Need will be 
£1,281.59 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

Pat Burke Ivy Pepper 
Maddie Page-Dove  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 Consultation on the Proposal 

to close our local hospital. 
Documents available and 
opportunity to express your views to 
the Clinical Commissioning Group: 
http://www.southdevonandtorbayccg
.nhs.uk/community-health-
services/Pages/default.aspx  
Please take the opportunity to 
complete the feedback, but be 
careful – you will see that, once 
again, the questions have been 
framed to make it look as if you are 
agreeing with the proposals.  
Towards the end of the questionnaire 
there a place to express the opinion 
that the hospital should stay open, so 
persevere to the end! 
Please also attend one 
of the public meetings: 
• 20th September at 

Ashburton Town Hall at 
1 p.m. 4 p.m. and 7 
p.m.  

• 22nd Sept at 6.30 p.m. 
at St. Luke’s Church, 
Buckfastleigh. 

The closure of the hospital would 
be a disaster.  Please help to fight 
it!  Fr. Francis 

Come to our Great 

 
and enjoy an evening of fun and  

brain teasers!!  
Saturday 24th September, 7 p.m. 

At the Grange Restaurant, Buckfast 
Abbey 

Teams of up to four players with family 
teams welcome 

£5 per player in aid of the Parish Syria 
Appeal. 

Ticket includes light refreshments. 
Prizes for the winners and runners up  

Cash bar and a raffle!! 
Please come and join us for this fun night 

Tickets will be available after Mass  
or from Fr. Francis or John Goulden (07528 

315123) 
 

Next weekend the Bishops have 
asked all parishes to have a second 
collection for Home Mission Sunday.  
This year it is themed: PROCLAIM 
the joy of love.  The collection goes 
to support the national work of 
evangelisation and ensures that the 
Catholic Faith Centre is resourced to 
respond to those who have questions 
about the Catholic Faith. 
Commemorative prayer cards are 
available to take away. For more info: 
www.catholicnews.org.uk/hms16  

 
There will be a parish contacts’ 
meeting in the meeting room at 
Ashburton Catholic Church 
(ample parking available) on 
Saturday 17th September from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Notre Dame School, Plymouth 
OPEN EVENING, Wednesday 21st September 4-7 p.m. 

For yr 5 & 6 children and their families. 
Presentations in the school hall at 4.30, 5.30 and 6.30 

More info: www.ndonline.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)               with thanks to Sr. Christina! 
Things people actually said in court: 
 

Q. What is your date of birth? A. July 15th. Q. What year? A. Every year. 
 

Q. What gear were you in at the moment of impact? A. Gucci sweats and Reeboks. 
 

Q. This myasthenia gravis, does it affect your memory at all? A. Yes.     Q. And in what way does it affect your memory? 
A.  I forget. Q. You forget?  Can you give us an example of something you’ve forgotten?  

Marriage Matters 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Driving together on the way to heaven 
 

The readings contain a sense of hope. His forgiveness seems never 
ending and His mercy shows no limits.  He never stops ‘rescuing’ us 
as the lost sheep of His flock, or ‘finding’ us, like the widow’s mite, 
when we feel lost within our marriage. God’s way of working is like 
a ‘SATNAV’, with the destination set as eternal life. 

Youth Rally   (8 to 17 years) 
Sunday 18th September at St. Rita’s 

Centre, Honiton EX14 1AP. 1 – 6 p.m.  
Admission £4 to include It’s a Knockout, 
tug of war, netball, football competitions, 

bouncy castle, gladiators, bungee run.  
Followed by BBQ and youth Mass 

Further details contact Jackie 01803 328916 
or Patrick 01837 851438 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children are back …. and already it feels like we’ve never been 
away! 
All the classes have launched straight into their new topics - 
Burrator almost literally! As mentioned last week, the children in 
Burrator spent a day testing themselves to see if they have the skills 
and energy to lead the first Buckfast Space Programme. From a 
distance, it may have looked a little like there had been a chemical 
spillage at the school as twenty-three children could be seen in blue 
“contamination” suits carrying out some odd-looking tasks. At the 
end of the day, they made their first attempt at a rocket launch 
(unmanned, in case you were wondering) which was, unfortunately, 
unsuccessful but which is likely to be repeated over the coming 
weeks as they get deeper into space (the topic, that is!). 
Also, this week, the children have had a chance to try the sport of 
Fencing and sufficient numbers of them have signed up for an after 
school club to run for the next six weeks and letters have been sent 
out to see if there are enough children who would like to learn 
Mandarin. Life, as you know, is always pretty varied at St Mary’s! 
The diaries for the term have been drawn up and, in a couple of 
weeks’ time, Burrator will be experiencing the sights and sounds of 
a space dome, Venford will be off to the caves and Fernworthy will 
be visiting Kent’s Cavern. Parents’ evenings have been arranged, 
an e-safety day organised and crib blessings have been booked in, 
as has the Carol Service, but maybe we will keep the dates of 
those to ourselves just in case anything changes between now and 
December! 
 
We will all have our own opinions on the Government’s 
announcement on Friday that it proposes to make big changes to 
education policy.  One aspect we can surely all welcome is the 
removal of recent restrictions on Catholic Schools because they 
were lumped in with all other faith schools.  The BBC 
(inadvertently?) reported a massive compliment to Catholic schools 
which is the basis for the proposed change: 
 

In response to reports that the government is set to relax rules 
which prevent new Catholic schools opening in England, a No.10 
source said the admissions cap had failed in two key tests: 
"It has failed to make minority faith schools more diverse, because 
parents of other religions and none do not send their children to 
those schools. 
"But it has prevented new Catholic schools from opening, which are 
more successful, more popular and more ethnically diverse than 
other types of state school." 
 

How wonderful that the government has realised what we’ve known 
all along!  Fr. Francis 

Courses in the Catholic Faith: have you ever been 
asked to explain some aspect of the Faith but been 
at a loss for words to describe it? Have you wanted 
to grow in confidence to speak about the saving 
work of Christ, or about Our Lady, or the Mass, or 
Marriage - or any part of the Church's proclamation 
of Jesus? The School of the Annunciation, based in 
Buckfast, offers 2 online, distance-learning courses 
that could help you:  
Diploma in the New Evangelisation is a 2-year 
course that helps parishioners to understand what 
the Popes mean when they call us all to take part in 
the New Evangelisation - and how this can be 
expressed in art, the new media, philosophy and 
liturgy. The course begins with a residential 
weekend at Buckfast, 22nd - 25th September.  
Foundations in the Faith is an 18-months course for 
catechists, parents, teachers, parishioners, and 
clergy that looks at how we can better profess the 
Catholic Faith in a way that can be heard today, and 
which is faithful to the teachings of the Popes and 
the Councils of the Church. The course begins with 
a residential weekend at Buckfast, 28th - 30th 
October.  
For further information, see the School's website, 
www.schooloftheannunciation.com, or ring 01364 
645660.  
 

World Day of Prayer for Peace 
The Holy Father is returning to Assisi to pray for 
peace on 20th September, which is the thirtieth 
anniversary of Pope Saint John Paul II’s gathering 
of world faith leaders for that purpose. 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople, Syrian 
Orthodox Patriarch Aphrem II, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and the leaders of the Muslim, Jewish 
and Tendai Buddhist communities have been 
invited. 
The Sant’Egidio Community organises a day of 
prayer each year in Assisi. 
The Pope will take part in an ecumenical prayer 
service and then all will listen to the testimony of a 
victim of war. 
The Pope has asked the Bishops to encourage us 
all to join with him in that day of prayer. 


