
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Francis of Assisi 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Bruno 

Friday Our Lady of the Rosary 
Saturday Feria 

Monday 10th S. Paulinus & Comp. 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Wilfrid 
Thursday St. Edward the Confessor 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Teresa of Avila 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ellen Rose; Mary Duggan; Francejek Piotrowski; Dom Benedict Hauff; Mary Burke;  
Br. Adalbert Walsh; Winifred Hunt; Winnie Stuart; Julia Leonard; Harold Sydney 
Sanders; Joseph Horak; Shiela Gilroy; Elizabeth Farrell; Edward Lane-Claypon;  

Norah Bartlett; Grace Ellison; Helen Wilkinson; Isabel Dickinson; Michael Wilkinson; 
Dom Bede Forder; Agnes Lane; Percy Hamilton-Dean; Dom Angelo Ruess; Anne Morgan; 

Mary Small; Alice Kalpman; Eileen Walker; Leonard Lindsay; Martin Henle;  
Dom Petroc Dangel; Laura Hobson; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

2nd October, 2016 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.146 

9th October, 2016 Twenty-Eighth Sunday  Readings p.149 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
David Carroll Jean Elton 

Pat Burke Ivy Pepper 
Maddie Page-Dove  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

27th Sunday: 

 
28th Sunday: 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 

Consultation on the Proposal to close our local hospital. 
How good it was to see our MP and Doctors Ian Hodgins and Ruth Bath from Buckfastleigh Health  
Centre present at the consultation meetings and questioning the wisdom of closing our local hospital.  As  
reported in the Mid Devon Advertiser, Dr. Hodgins made two critical interventions.  He asked, “Why on  
earth are we creating another team at a health and wellbeing clinic when the team at Ashburton and  
Buckfastleigh Hospital are so excellent?  Why don’t you add to those staff rather than add another team  
which will inhibit continuity of care?”  On the proposal to close the hospital beds he said there was a  
‘complete lack’ of nursing home beds in the towns to replace the hospital beds.  After the meeting in  
Buckfastleigh, Mel Stride MP met with GPs in Bovey Tracey and Buckfastleigh and reps. of the leagues of 
 friends.  He said, “There’s understandably huge concern locally about these possible hospital closures… 
I have strongly urged the CCG to fully take into account the strength of feeling that exists locally, not just  
by members of the public but also that of local GPs and the leagues of friends…I have a number of issues  
I will be taking up with the CCG during the consultation and urge constituents to provide me with their thoughts and 
insights in order to assist this process.”  
(Tel: 01392 823306, Write to: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA or email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk )  
 

Remember there is still time (until November 23) to sign the ’38 Degrees’ petition at:   
 https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-ashburton-buckfastleigh-community-hospital    
 

And fill in the questionnaire at:http://www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nhs.uk/community-health-services/Pages/default.aspx 
(click on ‘feedback’ at the bottom of the page)  CAUTION: please don’t be taken in by the questions which are designed to 
make it look like you agree to the hospital’s closure.  There is space at the end of the questionnaire to make your true feelings 
known.                    The closure of the hospital would be a disaster.  Please help to fight it!    Fr. Francis 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £62.75 £20.00 £21.15 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £274.21 £48.08 £74.40 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £45.35 £27.85 £4.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.35 £18.92 £4.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.07 £51.50 £33.60 £15.00 

   £41.59   £3.75 
Thank you for your donations to The Walsingham Appeal, which, with gift aid, 
totalled £155.90.  Apple sales for Syria: £28.42 so far. Thank you, Pat! 

October Mass Attendance Census 
There will be the usual count of 
Sunday Mass attendance on the first 
four weekends of October 

 
Dr. Ian Hodgins 

There will not be the usual Mass at 9.15 a.m. on Thursday 6th October.  All other 
scheduled Masses will take place as usual 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

Some tribesmen stole a rival chief’s throne.  They hid it in the rafters of their 
grass hut.  While they were celebrating in the hut, all of a sudden, the rafters 
broke and the throne fell down and killed them all. 
Moral: People in grass houses shouldn’t stow thrones.              
 

Marriage Matters   27th Sunday: Today St. Paul reminds us “you have been 
entrusted to look after something precious, guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit 
who lives in us”.  For us this means we are the guardians of each other! We live 
that out by always striving to be tender lovers, gentle and kindly friends, and 
courageous, loyal supporters of each other. 
28th Sunday: God knows we need healing! Daily He performs, through the Holy 
Spirit, large and small healing ‘miracles’. When we look carefully and sensitively 
at what happens in our marriages, we can detect God alive and active within us. 
As we learn to choose to co-operate with His grace and mercy, He becomes 
evident in our lives. Let’s always thank Him. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

On Friday this week, we held our Macmillan Coffee Morning 
…. in the afternoon! For us, this is logistically easier as parents 
/ carers and other family members are able to come a little 
earlier than usual in the afternoon and relax whilst they enjoy 
coffee, tea and other refreshments (by that I mean, cake – lots 
and lots of cake) and then collect their children. They can then 
go back for another coffee and cake, albeit not quite so 
relaxing this time, before setting off for home. As always, this 
charity fundraiser was very well supported with a huge mound 
of cakes donated (I know it was a huge mound because it sat 
in my office looking at me all day – that is the only downside 
to having the event in the afternoon, I have to exercise great 
restraint and not nibble, nay, gobble up, any cakes during the 
day) and lots of people came in support to eat cake, etc. The 
children also came in non-uniform for the day in return for a £1 
donation to Macmillan. All told, I think we will have raised 
between £150 and £200 which is not bad for an afternoon’s 
work!  
Talking of work, we do have people whose job it is to deliver 
things to us, delivery drivers, I think they are called. These 
people fall into two groups – those who love their job and enjoy 
the stroll down the hill, past our lovely field, taking in the view 
past the golden stone of the Abbey tower across to the rolling 
Devon hills beyond (you get the idea, it is a nice little walk) – 
and there are those who don’t. We get various comments like 
“It’s a long walk, isn’t it?” to which I reply along the lines of 
“Yes, but at least it’s not raining …. much.” But on Friday I had 
the best comment yet. Now, bear in mind I had been resisting 
cake all day and I may have been a little tetchy. The 
conversation started as above but I was a little surprised when 
the man then said “I don’t know what they are thinking of when 
they design some of these schools!” I think I did well to say, 
with a kind smile, “Well, it was built in 1893 so I don’t think they 
were thinking of delivery drivers at all…” ☺ 

ROMERO LECTURE.  Bishop Mark 
writes: 
“Fr Rodolfo Cardenal is a Central 
American Jesuit who is Director of the 
Monseñor Romero Centre at the UCA, 
the Jesuit University in El Salvador. He 
is an historian and has written the 
biography of his Jesuit colleague, Fr 
Rutilio Grande, assassinated in March 
1977 - and now on the road to 
beatification. He will be hosted by me 
here at the Cathedral on October 31st at 
7pm, when he will talk about Blessed 
Oscar Romero, Fr Rutilio and the call to 
give our lives in proclaiming the Good 
News.  All are welcome.” 

A very pleasant evening was had by over fifty people who 
came to the quiz night last Saturday in aid of the Parish Syria 
Appeal. All seemed thoroughly to enjoy both the brain-
teasers and the tummy-pleasers!  Very many thanks to John 
Goulden for organising it.  He has asked that his own thanks 
be recorded to all who helped him with planning, with raffle 
ticket sales, with entertainment and all else.  And a special 
word of thanks is due to Mark and Bernard, for welcoming us 
to the Grange and looking after us so kindly. £326 made for 
Syria!  Thank you, one and all! 

  

On the weekend of the 8th/9th 
October there will be a second 
collection for the proceeds of 
the CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
(Friday 7th October) 
 

 

Sunday 9th October is 
Prisoners’ Sunday.  Please 
take a moment to pray for 
prisoners and their families, 
that all may recover from the 
experience and have the 
support they need to move 
forward.  The Catholic agency 
for prisoners is called PACT 
http://prisonadvice.org.uk/   
An Audience with Ann Widdecombe, at St. Boniface 
College, Plymouth. 7 for 7.30 on Wednesday 5th October 
Tickets £10 in advance, £15 on the door from 
www.ccsplymouth.org.uk In aid of Catholic Children’s Soc 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The September draw took place last Thursday.  Remember that we 
now give a first prize of £25 and a second prize of the remainder 
of the 50% of monthly income.  So the winners were: 

John Goulden £25 
Sue Lethbridge £9.50 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  Tickets still available 
from Mike Lang or Fr. Francis. £1 per month for 12 months. 
 

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

Expressions of serious interest are invited in the 
 

Parish Pilgrimage February 2017 
 

We will be based in Rome, taking in some old favourites 
and some new experiences. 
There will be a meeting to outline the proposal on 
Wednesday 12th October at 7.15 p.m. in the parish 
meeting room at the Abbey and we will be asking for 
booking deposits soon after that so that we can keep the 
flight costs down. 
Enquiries and expressions of interest in the meantime are 
welcome to either Fr. Francis (contact details overleaf) or 
Sue Lethbridge suelethbridge@btopenworld.com 07845 
244406 


