
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Saints Simon & Jude 
Saturday Feria Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Joseph Harrington; Sydney Parker; Robert Dean; Guy Whinyates;  
Bishop William Vaughan; Edith Hamilton; Charlotte Daws; William Martin; Doris Vine; 
Philip Roberts; Joseph Copping; Edmund Place; Daniel Place; Mary Ash; Edward Fennessy; 

Josephine Schiller; Sarah Hackman; Dom Lawrence Goscher; Charles Kerr;  
Bridget Bass-Twitchell; Patrick Doyle; Christopher Crosbie: 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

23rd October, 2016 Thirtieth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.155 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £43.11 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £374.69 £43.08 

Second £21.80  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £17.00 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.00 £13.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.94 £42.00 

   £35.46 
 

Events in Ashburton for One World Week: 
Wednesday 26 October 

Quaker Meeting House, Foales Court 7-9 pm  
POETRY, PROSE & SONG Bring your own 

contributions (to read) 
Friday 28 October 

St Andrew’s Parish Hall 7-30 pm  QUIZ NIGHT  
Admission £6.00 Includes Delicious Pasties at ½ time, 
Contact Patrick Nuttgens or Fr. Francis for tickets 

World Mission Sunday 
This Sunday the Holy Father invites all Catholics throughout the world 
to contribute to a special collection for Missio, his official charity for 
overseas mission.  World Mission Sunday is a special day that unites 
Catholics all over the world in prayer, celebration and care for the 
mission of the Church.  This year we are focussing on the people of 
Rwanda.  Twenty-two years have passed since the genocide in the 
small African nation, which saw a million people killed within one 
hundred days.  Many perpetrators of the violence have served their 
time in prison.  As they return to their communities, the Church is 
helping people to rind reconciliation and peace. 
By supporting World Mission Sunday you are directly helping 
missionaries in Rwanda and around the world to help heal the broken-
hearted.  You will be able to Gift Aid all donations by using the 
envelopes provided by Missio. 

Postcard event to mark 50th Anniversary 
of the 1967 Abortion Act 

The Union of Catholic Mothers and the Society for the Protection of 
Unborn Children are working together to commemorate the lives of 
unborn children lost by abortion since the passing of the 1967 Abortion 
Act.  This weekend pre-printed postcards will be available for you to 
complete, asking your MP to act to protect unborn babies.  Once 
completed you are asked to hand them in – either put them in the 
collection basket or hand them to the priest or sidesmen – and they 
will all be sent off together. 

Please support this initiative which gives us an opportunity to make 
our voices heard on behalf of unborn children. 

Next weekend we will have one of our regular 2nd 
collections for the Parish Syria Appeal. 

 

Sarah Adams is known to us as Religious 
Education Adviser for the Diocese of Plymouth.  
She has written to all the schools about a 
challenge she is about to undertake in 
response to the terrible situation in Aleppo.  I’m 
sure you would want to hear about such an 
exemplary way of putting Christian concern into 
practice, and perhaps support Sarah in some 
way: ”I will soon be embarking on a month long 

‘Fast’ and eating one meal a day. The reason for this is that the people 
of Aleppo are suffering in abundance with seemingly no end to the 
bombings, bloodshed and deaths. I am not asking you to do anything; 
although it would be wonderful to raise a large sum of money, I would 
be just as happy if people will engage, if they can, with the simple daily 
challenges I shall post each day on my Facebook page…things like 
‘go out tonight and look at the stars and be thankful that you are safe 
and able to do this’.”  (See poster in the Abbey for more details) 

 

Rachel, Kelvin, Howard and Jude Ellacott 
would like to thank all those in the Parish 
who have shown such kindness following 
the death of Rachel's mother.  
A special thank you to those who came to 
the funeral to support them. What a 
difference your friendship  

   has made. 
 

Fr. Francis wants your little grey cells! 
I’d like to get a team together to take part in the 
quiz night in Ashburton next Friday.  Having 
joined them in previous years I can say you are 
guaranteed a really pleasant evening, with lots 
of laughing and those delicious pasties!  You 
don’t have to live in Ashburton to take part, so 
whether you do or not, please join me if you 
can.  Just £6 for a great night out! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

Sad news at the nestle factory today; a 
member of staff was injured when a pallet of 
chocolate fell on top of him.  He tried in vain 
to attract attention, but every time he 
shouted “the milky bars are on me” everyone 
just cheered!!! 

Marriage Matters    
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Piercing the clouds with our humble prayers 
‘The humble man’s prayers pierce the 
clouds.’ That is why Jesus said the prayers 
of the repentant tax collector won God’s 
favour, and why the judgmental attitudes of 
the Pharisees didn’t. There is a bit of the 
Pharisee in all of us; humility is knowing the 
truth about ourselves. Proud people deceive 
themselves; let us grow in humility together. 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Well, This week, following Ofsted the week before, the staff and governors 
were able to go out together for a meal at Northgate House Hotel. Twenty-
five of us sat down together, after drinking a toast to all at St Mary's but in 
particular to Miss Slack who has guided the school so successfully over 
the last four years. Those who wanted to were able to stay the night in the 
hotel which may seem strange when many live so close but when else will 
we get an opportunity / excuse to stay there? Although, it did occur to me, 
that a few snowy winter's nights may be helpful in that direction.... Anyway, 
I can only say that it is a lovely place to stay, with all mod cons, for 
example, showers which, at the press of a button, can, intentionally, 
produce water from above and from the hand held thingy at the same time 
... both at the right temperature! If you have family coming to stay and not 
enough room at home, book them in to Northgate, or maybe, leave them 
at home and book yourself in instead! 
This week we also held a very successful Harvest Festival where money 
was raised for Cafod through the sale of biscuits cooked by the children (I 
am reliably informed that these things are okay as long as there has been 
heat applied - always be a bit wary of children-produced peppermint 
creams) and donations were collected for the Buckfastleigh food bank. 
Continuing the theme of thinking of others, the children also took home 
shoeboxes for the Samaritan's Purse shoebox appeal. We are collecting 
them in at school no later than 11th November if you would like to fill a 
shoebox with goodies for an overseas child. I'm sure Fr Francis will pass 
them on to us or you are welcome to visit us yourself if that is more 
convenient. 
It is now the half term holiday which the staff will be able to thoroughly 
enjoy now that Ofsted has passed, but we shall return next Monday, ready 
to continue our journey. 
 

Consultation on the Proposal to close our local hospital. 
 

There is still time (until November 23) to sign the ’38 Degrees’ petition at:   
 https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-ashburton-buckfastleigh-
community-hospital   And fill in the questionnaire at: 
http://www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nhs.uk/community-health-
services/Pages/default.aspx (click on ‘feedback’ at the bottom of the page)   

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

ROMERO LECTURE.  Bishop Mark writes: 
“Fr Rodolfo Cardenal is a Central American 
Jesuit who is Director of the Monseñor 
Romero Centre at the UCA, the Jesuit 
University in El Salvador. He is an historian 
and has written the biography of his Jesuit 
colleague, Fr Rutilio Grande, assassinated in 
March 1977 - and now on the road to 
beatification. He will be hosted by me here at 
the Cathedral on October 31st at 7pm, when 
he will talk about Blessed Oscar Romero, Fr 
Rutilio and the call to give our lives in 
proclaiming the Good News.  All are 
welcome.” 

South Brent Parish Council invites us to the 
annual Service of Remembrance.  This year 
it takes place on Sunday 13th November.  
Many people gather at The Anchor at 1030 
before walking to St. Petroc’s church unless 
it is raining.  The service begins at 1045. 

Walk of Witness 
Solidarity with Refugees 

CAFOD is organising a walk of witness 
on 19th November 

Walking from Plymouth City Centre Piazza, 
Armada Way, PL4 0AH, to the RC Cathedral.  
Led by Bishop Mark.  Begins 10 a.m.   
More info: www.facebook.com/cafodplymouth  
Send a message of solidarity to refugees: 
www.cafod.org.uk/yearofmercy  

 
Aleppo, Syria has become a dark city. On the best of days, tens of 
thousands of civilians trapped there have an hour or two of electricity. An 
estimated 100,000 children are virtually imprisoned in east Aleppo, 
described by many as one of the two “kill zones” of a city that cries for 
reconciliation. Amidst this dire situation, Christian charities in the area are 
fighting seemingly losing battles to raise awareness in the international 
community and also to bring hope to the children of what papal charity Aid 
to the Church in Need warns might be a lost generation.  On 6th October 
some 200 Christian & Muslim children gathered in the Franciscan friary in 
Aleppo to pray for peace.  More than a thousand had been expected, but 

the ongoing bombings make leaving one’s home- or the underground bunkers- too dangerous an enterprise.“With these 
small children we want to condemn the weapons and give our response as Christians to say that death doesn’t have the 
last word, violence won’t have the last word,” said Father Ibrahim Sabbagh in a video published by Avvenire, the newspaper 
of the Italian Bishops’ conference. “Charity, peace and joy always have the last word,” he said.The day of prayer is part of 
a project thought out by Jesuit Father Ziad Hilal called “Peace for the Children,” head of the Aleppo branch of Aid to the 
Church in Need. 52,500 teachers have fled the country since the war began five years ago. One in three schools have been 
damaged or destroyed, at times used as weapons storage, prisons and torture centers.  Archbishop Boutros Marayati, head 
of the Armenian Catholic archiparchy in Aleppo also shared a video from Thursday’s gathering in Aleppo: “Today we’re 
here with the children to scream to the world that we want peace.” 
 


