
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday All Saints 

Wednesday All Souls 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Charles Borromeo 
Saturday Deceased relatives and 

benefactors of the English 
Benedictine Congregation 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Thomas Shaw; Ethel Parsons; Mary Belford; Helen Cochrane; Sarah Tinklar;  
Stanley Davis; Andrew Noel; Ernest Chiosso; Elizabeth Myhill; Andrew Dahl;  
Barbara Rayner; Bishop John Barrett; Barbara Connolly; Winifred Brocklebank;  

Emelia Cheston; Dom Arnold Weiler; Audrey Lady Petre; Lucy Coombes; Brian Reavey; 
Ella Roberts; Peter Bray; Evelyn Mitchell;   

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

30th October, 2016 Thirty-First Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.157 

 

Marriage Matters 
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The call to praise and affirm each other 
 

Jesus affirmed Zacchaeus by going to his house for a meal.  How often is our 
focus on what we want our spouse to do rather than on how can we bring 
him/her life and joy?  A daily reflection on where we need ask for forgiveness 
and on how we can affirm our spouse for something, brings us both new life. 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Consultation on the Proposal to close our local hospital. 
There is still time (until November 23) to sign the ’38 Degrees’ petition at:   
 https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-ashburton-buckfastleigh-
community-hospital   And fill in the questionnaire at: 
http://www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nhs.uk/community-health-
services/Pages/default.aspx (click on ‘feedback’ at the bottom of the page)   

ROMERO LECTURE.  Bishop 
Mark writes: 
“Fr Rodolfo Cardenal is a 
Central American Jesuit who is 
Director of the Monseñor 
Romero Centre at the UCA, 
the Jesuit University in El 
Salvador. He is an historian 
and has written the biography 
of his Jesuit colleague, Fr 
Rutilio Grande, assassinated 
in March 1977 - and now on 
the road to beatification. He 
will be hosted by me here at 
the Cathedral on October 31st 
at 7pm, when he will talk about 
Blessed Oscar Romero, Fr 
Rutilio and the call to give our 
lives in proclaiming the Good 
News.  All are welcome.” 
 

Walk of Witness 
Solidarity with Refugees 

CAFOD is organising a walk of witness 
on 19th November 

Walking from Plymouth City Centre 
Piazza, Armada Way, PL4 0AH, to the 
RC Cathedral.  Led by Bishop Mark.  
Begins 10 a.m.  More info: 
 www.facebook.com/cafodplymouth  
Send a message of solidarity to refugees: 
www.cafod.org.uk/yearofmercy  

This weekend we will have one of our 
regular 2nd collections for the Parish Syria 
Appeal. http://www.acnuk.org/donate2.php  

Tuesday, the Feast of All Saints, is a 
Holyday of Obligation.  In this parish, Holy 
Mass will be celebrated on that day and 
on All Souls day as follows: 

 All Saints  
8 a.m. Abbey 
12.05 p.m. Abbey (Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel) 
7.30 p.m. St. Dunstan’s South 

Brent 
  
All Souls  
8 a.m.  Abbey 
10 a.m. Our Lady of Lourdes & 

St. Petroc, Ashburton 
12.05 p.m. Abbey (Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel) 
 

Please note, there will NOT be Holy Mass 
in South Brent on Thursday this week. 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £164.25 £83.00 £19.80 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £228.39 £38.08 £70.91 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £48.40 £27.85 £3.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.20 £11.42 £5.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.00 £35.30 £55.00 £15.00 

   £48.91   £7.50 
Thank you for your donations to World Mission Sunday, which, with gift aid, 
totalled £191.21. 

 
November, the month when we pray 
especially for all who have died, that they 
may be with our Father in heaven. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

In front of a delicatessen, an art connoisseur 
noticed a mangy little kitten lapping up milk 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

I have struggled this week to think of things to write for this week’s 
newsletter – lots of little snippets …. not leading anywhere! For example, 
I gather that on Friday it was the anniversary of the monks returning to 
Buckfast in 1882. That set me to wondering what the view would have 
been when they arrived and, as I look out of my office window, I expect 
they too would have seen the beauty of the trees turning to their autumn 
gold colours with the green, rolling hills all around. Unfortunately, that 
made me look at my “green” roof. This, too, has turned autumnal with my 
little sedums struggling on, fighting inch by inch to gain a hold of the roof, 
but, importantly, not giving up! This is in spite of being made to look 
insignificant against the tall weeds that stand in clumps here and there 
although the latter are looking past their best when the sedums are full of 
life. However, let’s face it, I think the monks would be very pleased with 
the state of their little school, which they worked hard to build and open by 
1893, if the worst the administrator had to worry about was the plants on 
the school roof!  
Another snippet is that the new topics are starting to be in evidence in the 
classrooms – however, at this point I only know for sure that Fernworthy 
are studying Ancient Egypt and, yes, in case you’re wondering, it is two 
years since they looked at that topic ( I thought it could only be last year!). 
I am not sure of the other topics yet, but when I know them I will let you 
know.  
However, one thing is certain – there will be music – the choir are starting 
to practise for the various engagements that they have with Christmas 
approaching. We have been invited to enter the Radio Devon Star for 
Christmas Competition but, having checked on the voting, I am not sure if 
we will enter again this year as we will always be at a disadvantage against 
much larger schools. (Although reading this back I can see a "sedum 
versus weed" analogy forming in my mind). I did contact the BBC to ask if 
the votes would be per pupil to give us a better chance but unfortunately 
not. However, they did ask if we’ve been involved with other ways of voting 
that make it fairer for the smaller schools as this is something they could 
consider with the BBC’s competitions’ unit for future years. I know it is not 
the winning but the taking part but, in this case, I think that only applies 
when you have a fair chance - although, with a bit of "sedum" tenacity, 
would we get there one day? Maybe! 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

A big thank you to Patrick and Jenny for 
organising the quiz night in Ashburton last 
Friday night.  This was part of the town’s 
Churches Together efforts for One World 
Week. http://www.oneworldweek.org/v2/  
Unfortunately, Patrick came down with a chest 
infection, so was unable to ask us the 
questions he had prepared, but Jenny bravely 
stepped in and led us gently and with great 
aplomb through the brain-teasers. 
The Catholic Church was well represented; 
seven of us split into two teams to give 
ourselves more of a challenge, and everyone 
acquitted themselves very well, even though 
our wider parish reach, well beyond the 
bounds of Ashburton, left some of us at a 
disadvantage in the first round, which was all 
about little-known features of the town. 
Much fun was had, and we approached it all 
as just a bit of fun, even as everyone’s 
competitive spirit bubbled away just beneath 
the surface. 
A lot of laughing, a little liquid refreshment and 
those delicious pasties all helped to make the 
time slip by until we went on our way at about 
10.30, tired but contented with an evening well 
spent in pleasant company.  Thank you to 
everyone who joined in: Mary, Patricia, 
Malcolm, Rachel, Howard and Jonathan. 

Vacancy: Chief Operating Officer, Ashburton, Devon, £65k - £80k pa,  
Plymouth CAST, was set up by the Catholic Diocese of Plymouth to create 
a secure environment for its network for 36 schools across the South West.  
We are seeking to appoint an effective Chief Operating Officer to work 
closely with our CEO. You will work strategically to ensure that resources 
are managed effectively, the organisation has appropriate arrangements 
for sound governance, the work of functional managers and project 
leaders is effectively coordinated, that projects are delivered on time and 
budget and all ecclesial and statutory responsibilities are met. 
Degree qualified with a relevant professional qualification or equivalent 
experience, you will have excellent interpersonal and communication 
skills, be a team builder with effective influencing and negotiating skills. As 
a proven project manager, you will also have extensive experience in 
overseeing key finance, IT, HR, estates, procurement, contracting, 
safeguarding and health and safety issues.   
For an application form please email admin@plymouthcast.org.uk   
Closes: 21st November 2016 / Interviews: 28th November 2016 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The September draw took place last Thursday.  
Remember that we now give a first prize of £25 and 
a second prize of the remainder of the 50% of 
monthly income.  So the winners were: 

Kate Goulden £25 
Harriet Lang £10 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  Tickets 
still available from Mike Lang or Fr. Francis. £1 per 
month for 12 months. 
 

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District 
Council 

from a saucer.  The saucer, he realized with a start, was a rate and 
precious piece of pottery. 
He sauntered into the store and offered two dollars for the cat.  “It’s not 
for sale,” said the proprietor.  “Look,” said the collector, “that cat is dirty 
and undesirable, but I’m eccentric.  I like cats that way.  I’ll raise my offer 
to five dollars.” 
“It’s a deal,” said the proprietor, and pocket the cash on the spot. 
“For that sum I’m sure you won’t mind throwing in the saucer,” said the 
connoisseur.  “The kitten seems so happy drinking from it.” 
“Nothing doing,” said the proprietor firmly.  “That’s my lucky saucer.  From 
that saucer, so far this week, I’ve sold 34 cats.” 

EWTN shows Holy Mass and ceremonies from the 
Vatican. Documentaries, films about the lives of the 
saints and daily devotions are regular features of its 
schedule. 
 

EWTN television is available to all SKY viewers on 
its Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) Channel 
589 under the Religion category. EWTN radio is 
also available to all Sky viewers on EPG Channel 
0147 under the Radio category. More information 
on how to receive EWTN is available at : 
http://www.ewtn.co.uk/content/how-to-get-EWTN 

 


